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herein he Be, Shore, Elen . 


_ Seals, Mediator, and Perpetuity 

-/ . Thereof, with feveral othet Things con- 
cerning the ſame, are briefly conltidered, 
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7 ———Heis the Medittor of a as Cruenant, which was 
eftabliſhed upon better Promiſes, Heb. 8. 6. 
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tiſe contains my Sentiments of the Covenant of Grace 


S e 8 53881 5 4875 


e 


HAT Saying is true in this Age, as the Son 
of Hach obſerved was ſo in his Time, viz, 
1 bern the rich Man ſpeaketh every Man holdeth 

Wat his Tongue, and look what he ſaith, they praiſe 
it unto the Clouds : But if the poor Man ſpeak 
they ſay, what Fellow is this? and if he do amiſs 
they will deſtroy him, Ecclus. I3. 24, If a Man in a great 
Poſt, or very eminent in Learning, ſhall write or ſpeak, 
his Words and his Works ſhall be valued ; but if other- 
wiſe, he ſhall not be heard or regarded. Perhaps it will 
fall out ſo with this ſmall Eſſay, which is not adorn'd with 
Rhetorick and fine Language, nor with Quotations of Greek 
or Latin Fathers, and whoſe Author is bat of a mean Fi- 
gure in the World. This Book ſeeks not any great Man 
in the World for its Patronage or Protection, it muſt 
ruffle thro the dirty Places and Storms that it may meet 
with in its Progreſs thro the World. Probably it may 
meet with a kind Reception from a few. The Truths 
therein deliver'd require the Reader's Aſſent and practical 
Improvement; and the Errors and Miſtakes deſire his 
Pardon and Indulgence. The Reader is deſired to weigh 
maturely, without Prejudice or Partiality, the things 
herein laid down, and try whether they will hold out in 
the Ballance of the Sanctuary; and not to value an 
Man's Opinion, tho great, or take it as Truth, that has 
not a ſolid Foundation in the Word of God. And the 
Reader is alſo defir'd that he will take ſo much Pains 
as to read in his Bible the Scriptures mentioned, but not 
recited at length, that he may better ſee whether the Po- 
ſitions aſſerted be according to Truth. This ſmall Trea- 
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The PREFACE. 


; (iv) 
or New Covenant; that it is not made with ſome few Per 
ſons, or contains Grace and Mercy purchaſed for a ſmall 
number of fallen Mankind only, but for all Men, and for 
every Sinner; and that no Man is left in the deplorable State 
of the Fall, without Promiſes of Mercy and Salvation for 
him, which are poſſible to be obtained by the Aſſiſtance 
of that Grace which God has promiſed and provided for 
him: nor are the Promiſes of Faith, or any Grace as the 
means, and Glory as the end, conferr'd or beſtowed up- 
on any Man or number of Men, as a poſitive Grant, or 
by way of abſolate Promiſe, without any Condition, Re- 
ſervation or Exception whatſoever. And tho the Cove- 
nant of Grace is ſometimes properly ſaid in Holy Scrip- 
ture to be made with the Houſe of Yael, or Believers, 
or God's People, becanſe they only actually enjoy the 
Mercics promiſed, yet this is not at all inconſiſtent with 
what is alſo aſſerted in this Book according to the Holy 
Scriptures at lirge, that it is made to and with every one of 
the fallen Race of Adam; and every Sinner has or may 
have a ſalutary Benefit by it, and by the Death of Chriſt 
the Maker and Eſtabliſner of it, and who ſealed it with 
his Blood, And if I may be allowed to diſtinguiſh, (ac- 
cording to the Scriptures) the Believer is the Perſon with 
whom the Covenant is made, and yet it is made to and 
with every loſt Sinner, excluſive of none: and this I af. 
firm to be no Contradiction. Therefore he that ſaid X, 
That this Covenant was not made univerſally with all, but 
particul arly with ſome only; and therefore thoſe alone were 
intended in the Benefits of. the Death of Chriſt, i. e. mean- 
ing that God eternally determin'd, even by an efficacious 
Decree, that they ſhould not reap any Benefit by it, 
but had piſs'd a Bill of Excluſion againſt them, or ex- 
cepted them out of it; did not at that time ſpeak according 
to Truth: and fo he infers that no Ranſom was given for 
all, but for ſome few Perſons in the World only, and 
that the Grace of the New Covenant ſhall not lay hold 
on, or be beſtowed on Millions of Souls to Life eternal. 
I am very well aſſured that the great Creator of all Men 
has not eternally and unchangeably fixed and determined 
the final States of Men to Salvation and Damnation, in 
that manner as is held and believed by ſome Men. Let 
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us anſwer the Aſſertors of that Doctrine in the Words | 


of St. Paul, 1 Tim. 2. 4, 6. who expreſly ſays, God will 
have all Men to be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge of 
the Truth; and that Jeſus gave himſelf} a Ranſom for all, to 
be teſtified in due time And by the Reverend Mr, Burkit, 
in his Comment upon the Place, who ſays, That this 
© one Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt, gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
© all; whoever periſhes under the Goſpel, it is not becauſe 


no Ranſom was paid for him, nor becauſe it was not ſuf- 


© ficient for him ; for it is moſt notorious, that God ifſued 
© forth an univerſal Act of Grace, offering pardon of 
© Sin and eternal Salvation to all Men, without Excep- 
© tion, living under the Goſpel, upon condition of their 
© believing Acceptance; if they reje& and refuſe it, 'tis 
© to their unutterable and inevitable Condemnation, 

It may probably be expected, that I ſhould give ſome 
Reaſon to my Friends, who perfonally know me, of my 
change of Judgment, as they ſuppoſe, in ſome things 
wherein thoſe of the Calviniſts and Arminians differ, 


and who look upon me now as a ſort of Apoſtate from 


the true and orthodox Faith. To whom I fay, I have 
not in the leaſt altered my Judgment, as to the Doctrine 
of univerſal Redemption of the World by Jeſus Chriſt: I 
ever did, and hope 1 ſhall always, believe that ſubſtantial 
Truth; I believe, according to the Scriptures, and moſt 
able Divines, that Infidelity againſt Chriſt is the great con- 
demning Sin, John 8. 24 And I never yet could get over 
this Stile, viz. to believe that God will or ſhould con- 
demn any one of the loſt Sons of Adam, for not believing 
in that Chriſt who never died for them, or had any In- 
tention or Will they ſhould be ſaved by him, and whom 
he eternally determined (as ſome ſay) they ſhould not 
have any ſaving Faith. If 1 have in any thing altered my 
Sentiments touching the things in Controverſy, I con- 
feſs I am not bigotted or enſlaved to any Opinion or Party, 
nor think it any Diſgrace or Diſparagement to alter my 
Opinion, when better Light and Conviction ſhines into 
my Underſtanding ; I willingly ſubdue and captivate my 
own Thoughts, and ſubmit to Truth when it offers it 
ſelf, and appears well grounded on Scripture and right 
Reaſon, I ſet my ſelf impartially to read and conſider 
the things in debate between Party and Party; I read the 
Scriptures and conſidered them, with the beſt Expoſitors 
on both hands I could meet with, I turned over and 


over, 


(vi) 

over, with leiſure Thoughts, what I could meet with from 
Mr. Calvin, Pareus, Zanchius, and others of thoſe Divines 
beyond Sea; I alſo ſearched what Mr. Perkins, Dr. Omen, 
Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Burgeſs, Biſhop Davenant, Dr. Ed- 
wards, Dr. Criſp, Mr. Eyre, with others, ſaid on theſe 
things: and again, on the other hand, I conſulted Lu- 
ther, Arminius, Mr. John Goodwin, Dr. Pierce, Dr. Whitby, 
Mr. Dan. Williams, Mr. Baxter, Dr, Sherlock, with ſeveral 
Others needleſs here to name; and I found their Expoſi- 
tions on the Scriptures, their Arguments and Reaſonings, 
infinitely outweighed what the others have ſa id; and that 
the Doctrine of theſe Men about univerſal Redemption, &c. 
was the common and received Doctrine of all or the 
greateſt Part of the antient Fathers of the Church, for 
at leaſt one thonſand Years after Chriſt: and the laſt 
mentioned Divines ſpeak and write in the ſame Language, 
and ſo now do almoſt all the beſt Divines of the Church of 
England, and many of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. The con- 
trary Doctrine was not taught before St. Auguſtin, (who 
yet was ſtanch for univerſal Redemption) and tho after- 
wards ſtrongly aſſerted by Calvin and his Followers, yet 
it was as ſtrongly oppoſed by moſt of the Zutherans, 
and great Numbers of orthodox Proteſtant Churches in 
thoſe Days, and the Remonſtrants at the Synod of Dort 
afterwards. So that it appears from the laſt mentioned 
Writers, that the Calviniſt Doctrine, as of late has been 
taught by himſelf and his Followers, in his and the late 
Age, about the Decrees and God's neceſſitating Mens Ac- 
tions thereby, and about Election and Reprobation, is a 
novel Opinion, and wants the Suffrage of the beſt An- 
tiquity to ſupport it. TEE Es: 

If in this little Piece I ſhould happen to have offended any 
of my Brethren of my own or any other Communion, 
1 cannot now help it; I have only with the Spirit of 
Meekneſs endeavour'd to ſhew them ſome of their Mil- 
takes: if we are not of one Mind, and cannot fee and un- 
derſtand the fame things, let us love as Brethren; I am 
and defire to live and die in Love and Charity with 
them; acknowledging my ſelf to be ſubject to many Im- 
perfections and Miſtakes like other Men. But as I am 
and deſire to live and die fo with them, ſo my Requeſt 
of and from them is, That I may ſee in them the ſame 
Spirit of Chriſtian Loye and Charity towards me. 
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Meoft gracious God ! who pleaſeſt from above 
A To look upon the V aſſals here below, 
Our Nature and Diftempers tempering fo, 

And ſo providing, that the Bleſſing loſt . 

I purchas'd for us at another's Coſt, 

And may by every Soul enjoyed be, 

Who fall accept the Means ordain'd by thee? 

Tho, as did once the Jews, ſome Chriſtians grudge, 

As if the Childrens Teeth were ſet an edge | 

Zy what their Fathers eat, and doubtful grow 

( Altho thou makeſt Oath, it is not ſo) 

That moſt of thoſe, which are, or which have been, 

Since time began, ſhall die in Adam's Sin 5 

And are in him rejected without place, 

Or means of hope of truly ſaving Grace : 

Yea, tho this be an Error, whereby ſuch 

As err that way, have wrong'd thy Juſtice much; 
Tet we who fear and truſt thee (and to whom 

The knowledge of thy Secrets therefore come) 
Remember well (and therefore heed have took) 

That thou (the gener al. Covenant being broke 

Which firſt was made in Adam) pleas d haſt been 
To tell us of a new one, ſince brought in, 

And made with all Men jo particularly, 

That ns Man for another's Crime can die: 

A Covenant in Chrift, from whom both Will 
And Power we have received to falt 

So much as ſball to thee be acceptable, 

If we endeawvorr, as thou daſt enable, 1 

And whereas, when this Knowtedge we did want, 

We dreamed that thy nem made Covenant © 

Contern'd but few, we doubtleſs did aver 

Doctrine which from Truth did widely err, 

For that which we did ignorantly call | 

A Covenant, is no ſuch thing at all: 


Becauſe 


(vin) 


Becauſe we then ſuppos'd nothing done, 
Nor ought believ'd, but on one fide alone. 
A Covenant (as Men of Judgment know) 
Ts that which is contracted betwixt- two; 
But thou by that which ſome of us do ſay 
Doft all thy ſelf, and-giv'ft nor Power nor Way 
To att or will what abſolutely can 
Be ſaid to be the At or Will of Man. 
We ftand for nothing, thou alone believeſt, 
Thou atteſt all, thou giveſt and receiveſt. 
Tea, if we this Aſſertion muſt allow, 
None truly worketh good or ill but thou; 
Man's but a Sufferer, mhat ſoc er he does, 
He doth becauſe he can nor will nor chooſe, 
Lord, let us know thee better, and ſo know 
What Powers and Faculties thou doft beſtow 
On us, to fear and ſerve thee, that we might 
In Work, and Word and Thought, ftill do thee right: 
For thou ſo equally haſt all things done, 
And ſhew'ft ſuch Mercy unto every one, 
That evenby thoſe who ſhall thy Wrath abide, 
In every thing thou ſhalt be juſtified , _ 4 
And none ſhall truly ſay, when call'd they are | 1 
Before thy Throne of Judgment to appear, 1 
That thou haft more exatted any way 5 5 
From any Man, than he had power to pay; 1 
Till by forſaling thee he forfeit made : 
Of that enabling Grace, which once he had. ; 
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George Withers on the ten Commandments, Epilogue, pag. 93. 
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AGE 15. Line 6. dele aid. P. 26. I. 12. dele the firſt thereby. 

P. 3 3. 1. 11. for in read zo, Ibid, l. 37. dele tho. P. 40. l. 23. 

read præteriti. P. 43. Marg. for 58, read 581. P. 52. J. 35. for 

24, read 12. P. 53. 1. 9. dele in the fore- cited place. P. 57. l. 3. 

for them, read him. P. 63, 1. 18. after Baptiſm, add and the Lord's 

Supper. P. 74. l. 15. read inſtance or tuo. P. 82. |, 11, read ar 
preſent, eee | 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


AN, when at firſt he came out of the Hands 
of his Great Maker, was created in a State 
De. of pure Innocency, nad, and Happi- 
Sal neſs: He was made under a Law or Cove- 
nant, commonly called the Law of Nature, 
or firſt Covenant, or the Covenant of Works: 


And the Lord commanded the Man, ſaying, Of every Tree 


1 the Garden thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the Tree of 
Cnowledge of Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it, for 
in the Day that thou eateft thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die 
Gen. 3.6, 7. By the Breach whereof he ruin'd himſelf 
d his whole Poſterity, and made himſelf and his whole 
ace, Objects of the divine Diſpleaſure, and liable to 


eternal Death, But this being done, that God ſhould 


e pleaſed to ſend his only, dearly beloved Son out of his 
olom to redeem lapſed Man, and bring him out of that 
Abyſs of Miſery into which he had plung'd himſelf, and 
all his Offspring; and that he ſhopld enter into another 
Covenant with him, thereby giving him a Promiſe and 
Aſſurance of Pardon of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and eternal 
Life, by and thro his Son, who was to be his Great Re- 
deemer, was and is, purely and only of his rich and free 
Grace and Mercy, 2 to which he was no ways bound, 
or under any Obligation, 15 Ke 
This ſecond Covenant, or Covenant of Grace, tis fit 
ſhould be well underſtood by every good Chriſtian, and 
eſpecially by the Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church, which 
is plainly and fully delivered to us in the Old and New 


Teltament; tho, it is confeſs'd, ſome things concerning 


it, 


(vin) 

Becauſe we then ſuppos'd nothing done, 
Nor ought heliev d, {> on one fide alone. 
A Covenant (as Men of Judgment know) 
Ts that which is contracted bet wixt two; 
But thou by that which ſome of us do ſay 
Doft all thy ſelf, and-giv'ft nor Power nor Way 
To act or will what abſolutely can | 
Be ſaid to be the At or Will of Man. 
We ftand for nothing, thou alone believeſt, 
Thou atteſt all, thou giveſt and receiveſt. 
Tia, if we this Aſſertion muſt allow, 
None truly worketh good or ill but thou; 
Man's but a Sufferer, what ſoc er he does, 
He doth becauſe he can nor will nor chooſe, 

Lord, let us know thee better, and ſo know 
What Powers and Faculties thou doſt beſtow 
On us, to fear and ſerve thee, that we might 
Tn Work, and Word and Thought, ftill do thee right : 
For thou ſo equally haſt all things done, 
And ſhew'ft ſuch Mercy unto every one, 
That evenby thoſe who ſhall thy Wrath abide, 
In every thing thou ſhalt be juſtified , 
And none ſhall truly ſay, when call'd they are 
Before thy Throne of Judgment to appear, 
That thou haft more exatted any way 
From any Man, than he had power to pay 
Till by forſaking thee he forfeit made 
Of that enabling Grace, which once he had. 


George Withers on the ten Commandments, Epilogue, pag. 93. 
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E R R A T 4. 


AGE 15. Line 6. dele aid. P. 2 6. I. 12. dele the firſt thereby.” 

P. 33. 1. 11. for in read to. Ibid, l. 37. dele tho. P. 40. |. 23. 

read præteriti. P. 43. Marg. for 58, read 581. P. 52. J. 35. for 

24, read 12. P. 53. l. 9. dele in the fore- cited place. P. 57. |. 3. 

for them, read him. P. 63. 1. 18. after Baptiſm, add and the Lord's 

Supper. P. 74. |. 15. read inſtance or two, P. 82. |, 11. read at 
preſent, a ö | 


2 
* 
* 
4 
3 
- 
7 
8 
2 
2 
7 
* 
* 
A 
= 
& 
W 
1 
* 


prey oe... 0 4 


£0 
$7 
7% 
«> ; 
* 
E 


| PET \* $$ DT 
5 NN 
ADE | No 
rr x M * * * 


* 


AN, when at firſt he came out of the Hands 
pee of his * Maker, by created 4 * State 
7 Hof pure Innocency, Integrity, and Happi- 
. . He was made under a 5 or Cove- 
MY nant, commonly called the Law of Nature, 
3 or firſt Covenant, or the Covenant of Works: 
And the Lord commanded the Man, ſaying, Of every Tree 
1 the Garden thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the Tree of 
Cromleage of Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it, for 
in the Day that thou eateft thereof thou ſbalt ſurely die 
Gen. 3.6, 7. By the -Breach whereof he ruin'd himſel 

d his whole Poſterity, and made himſelf and his whole 

ace, Objects of the divine Diſpleaſure, and liable to 
| Fee Death. But this being done, that God ſhould 


e pleaſed to ſend his only, dearly beloved Son out of his 
olom to redeem lapſed Man, and bring him out of that 
Abyſs of Miſery into which he had plung'd bimſelf, and 
all his Offspring; and that he ſhopld enter into another 
Covenant with him, thereby giving him a Promiſe and 
Aſſurance of Pardon of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and eternal 
Life, by and thro his Son, who was to be his Great Re- 
deemer, was and is, purely and only of his rich and free 
Grace and Mercy, and to which he was no ways bound, 
or under any Obligation. LAN dt 4 
This ſecond Covenant, or Covenant of Grace, tis fit 
ſhould be well underſtood by every good Chriſtian, and 
eſpecially by the Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church, which 
is plainly and fully delivered to us in the Old and New 
Teitament; tho, it is confeſs'd, ſome things concerning 
ING B ity 


(2) 

it, eſpecially as to its Extent and Latitude, and as to its 
Conditionality or Abſolpteneſs, have been and are, the 
Subjects of much Controverſy and Debate. FRY 
There is mention made in the Holy Scriptures, of ſeve- 
ral kinds of Covenants and Promiſes. Some made from 
Man to Man, as between Abraham and Abimelech, Gen, 
21. 27. Iſaac and Abimelech, they ſwear, or made an 
Oath to one another, Gen, 26. 31. Laban and Jacob, 
Ch. 31. 44. Jonathan and David, 1 Sam, 20. from ver. 11. 
to 17, with many others. But more eſpecially to our pre- 
ſeat Purpoſe, we may further obſerve, there is in the 
Holy Scriptures mention made of three forts of Cove- 
nants, 


1. The Covenant of Redemption, or the Compact and 


Agreement (as ſome Divines call it) made, as they ſay, 
from Eternity between God the Father and God the Son 

whereby they engag'd themſelves to each other. God 
the Father promiſed the Son to redeem a World of Sin- 
ners, and to ſuſtain and uphold his Son in the Undertaking 
of that Work of Redemption, promiſing him a Seed, Cc. 
And the Son of God promiſed his Father to give him- 
ſelf to undertake the Work, to obey him, to die and 
ſuffer, to make Expiation for our Sins, to bring us to 
God, &c, according to that Expreſſion, The Counſel (or 
Covenant) of Peace hall be between them both, Zech. 6. 13, 
But as the Scriptures ſeem to ſpeak ſparingly of this, be- 
ing (as I judge) not ſo directly to my purpaſe, I ſhall 
ſay no more of it. | | 

2. The Covenant of Works, or Covenant made with 
Adam and his Poſterity in a State of Innoceney, (as has 
been inſtanced) Gen 2. 17, wherein, as 'tis generally 
thought, the Subſtance of the * moral Law was then writ- 
ten on his Heart, or ſome way diſcovered and made 
known to him, according to Fob 28, 28. where, ſpeaking 
of the Works of Creation, ver, 26. he faith, When he 
made a Decree for the Rain, and a way for the Lightning 
and the Thunder, then did he ſee it and declare it, he prepar'd 
it, yea, and ſearched it out; and unto Man he ſaid, Behold, 


the Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil 


8 — 


— — — 
* — * — - 


Lex imprefſa eſt mentibus hominum in creatione, eoq; nitiri 
omnibus nora, eiſi nulla accedat patefactio alia, Urſin, Corp. D ct. 
Chrisi. pag. 99. gs 
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(3) 
3s Underftanding, The Word Fear may be taken in a large 
Senſe, for the whole Worſhip and Service of God, both 
inward and outward, as it is ſometimes taken, as Deut. 6. 
13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve him; and 
Act, 10. 35. He that feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 


This was afterwards given to the People of [rae by God, 
by the Hand of Moſes on Mount Sinai, Exod. 20. com- 
monly called the Moral Law, to which the Author to the 
Hebrews hath reference, Ch. 8. For if Man had ſtood 
in a State of pure Innocency, as he was a rational Crea- 
ture, and the moſt noble and excellent of this lower 
World; can it be ſuppoſed he ſhould not have been made 
under a Law of perfect Rectitude, Juſtice and Righteouſ- 
neſs? This Law or Covenant, as 'tis generally believed, 
was made on condition of his perfect Obedience before 
his Fall; and ſince, often declared in Holy Scripture as a 
Rule of our Obedience, to convince us of Sin, and pre- 
pare us for Chriſt, Rom. 3. 20. Gal. 3. 24. But, 

3. When Man had broken the Law of his Creator, 
in eating of the forbidden Fruit, and thereby made him- 
ſelf and his whole Poſterity miſerable ; then God, who 
was highly injur'd and offended by Man's Diſobedience, 
beholding, with an Eye of Pity and tender Compaſlion, 
his fallen Creature Man, lying buried in the Ruins of the 
Fall, enters into a ſecond or new Covenant with him, 
promiſing to ſend his Son to die for him, and promiſing 
to him Pardon and Remiſſion of Sin, eternal Life and 
Salvation by and thro a Redeemer, on condition of Faith, 
Repentance, and Obedience ; with Promiſes of all ne- 
celdey Grace, Strength and Ability, to believe, repent 
and obey, according to the Tenor of this Covenant, An 
this is not unfitly called. the Goſpel-Covenant, or Cove- 
nant of Grace, which was firſt made, declared and pub- 
liſhed to Adam, preſently after his Fall and Diſobedience : 
Gen, 3. 15. And I will put Enmity between thee and the 
Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed ;, it ſhall bruiſe 
thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel: And afterwards 
more fully and plainly revealed to Noah, to Abraham, 
to David, and to the Church of God, as is to be ſeen 
thro the Old and New Teſtament, The Goſpel, or this 
Covenant of Grace, was not, nor is, made known 


to Man by Nature, but revealed from Heaven to Sinners, 


and the Church of God, by Chriſt the Meſſenger an 
Mediator of it, by as + and ackordingly in all Ages 
f 2 | 0 


(4) a 
God raiſed up his Miniſters and Ambaſſadors, and ſent 
them to dbl and declare it to the World. For the 
* Mitigation or Relaxation of the Law, or rather the ful- 
fillitg it, or anſwering the Demands '6f it by the Death 
or Satisfaction of another, could not be underſtood or 
hoped for by any Creature, if the Son of God had not 
revealed it. And this Revelation is efficiently made to 
5 7 7 by the Spirit of God, and inſtrumentally by his 
'ord., This is in Scripture, and by Divines, called the 
New * Covenant, the Neiv Teſtament, the Covenant of 
Promiſe, the Covenant of Grace, or Goſpel- Covenant. 
his, God willing, ſhall be the Subject of the followin 
Diſcourſe, in which I ſhall hambly. offer to the Church 
of God my Judgment and Sentiments upon it, as far 
as I have (thro the Grace of God) received Light and Un- 
derſtanding by his FO Word and Spirit. And in doing 
this, I ſhall briefly, plainly, and as much as in me lies, 
to the . meaneſt Capacity, endeavour to open and ex- 
plain the Truth of God in this Particular, and ſhall dif. 
be right herein, I 1 e I ſhall bring the Reader to a 
competent Underſtanding of the moſt material Things 
neceſſary to be known and underſtood concerning this 
Covenant of Grace, or new Covenant. 


I ſhall conſider, 


1. The Natüre or Definition of a Covenant in general; 
what it is; and what the new Covenant is, and how 
called and expreſſed in Holy Scripture, ._. _ | 

2. To whom, and with what Perſons, this Covenant was 
15 n F 

z. When it was made or received its firſt Sanction, or 

* Eftabliſhwent, o when it commenced ahd began. 

4. The Difference between the Covenaht of Works and 
the Covehant of Grace, or between the Old and New 
Covenant, or this Covenant, and that made with God's 
People 1/rael on Mount Sinai, mentioned Exod. 20. and 
"Heb. 8. 9. and Gal, 4. it large. 


* Nam illaz legis mitigationem, c. Pareus Corp. Doct᷑. Chrift. 
Pag. 99. e = 
+ Heb, 8. 5. f Lale 22, 20. Heb. 9. 15. || Eph. 2. 12. 
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(5) 
5. Whether this Covenant be abſolute or conditional; 
and, if it has Conditions, what they are. . 
6. That it is a Covenant of Promiſe or a free Covenant, 
the Bleflings promiſed given freely and gratuit6uſly 
not of Merit or Deſert, but of Grace, being bequeath'd 
by Chriſt's 5 dorm — to Believers, 

7. WA are the Bleflings and Mercies contain'd in it, or- 
_ promiſed to Believers by it; and give a ſhort Compen- 
dium or Summary of ſome of the moſt material of them, 

and of the Mediator or Surety of this Covenant. 

8. What are the Seals, or what is the Seal of this Cove- 

nant, and how ratified and confirm'd to Believers. 


9: How and in what Senſe it is called a ſure and everlaſt- 


ing, or a perpetual Covenant. 

10. How and wherein the New Covenant is better than 

the Old. 

11, To whom the Bleſſings of this New Covenant do 
belong, or the Perſons intereſted in it, who have 'a 
— 2 and Title to the things therein and thereby pro- 
miſed. 

12. Whether Sinners dying in Sin will be judged and con- 
demned at the laſt Day by the Covenant of Works or 
by the Covenant of Grace; or they not being in the 
Covenant of Grace, whether they ſhall be judged by it, 
or condemned for not accepting the Bleſſings and Mer- 
cies contained in it, or for not believing and obeying 
the Goſpel. And 

13. Make a few practical Inferences from the whole. 


LOSS eee eee eee 
„„ F be 


Of the Nature or Definition of a Covenant in Sour , and 


what the New Covenant is, and how called and expreſſed in 


Scripture. 


£ E Word Covenant ſometimes in Holy Scripture, 
ſignifies a ſimple or free Promiſe of Grace and 
Mercy, without any Condition, as Gen. . 11. J will efta- 
bliſh my Covenant with you, neither ſhall all Fleſh be cut off 
any more by the Waters of a Flood : but ordinarily it ſig- 
nifies and notes a mutual Compact or Agreement between 
the Parties covenanting, by Stipulation, as theſe N 
| int 


(6) 
intimate, Pſal, 25. 10, 14 — and 50. 16— and 44. 17. 
Neither have we dealt falſiy in thy Covenant. 


A Covenant (as 'tis defin'd by moſt * Divines) is an 
Agreement, League or Contract, made between two or 4 
more Perſons, whether at variance, or in Amity or 0 


Friendſhip, under a Proviſo or Proviſos, obliging them- 
ſelves to each other. It is, in general, an Agreement be- 
tween two or more Parties, wherein he or they binds or 
bind himſelf or themſelves to each other, or to one ano- 
ther, by certain Conditions, to do, to give, or accept 
ſomething, to or from one another; and that by Words 
or by Writing ; ſometimes adding or adjoining ſome cer- 
tain external Sign or Symbol, for the more ſolemn Teſti- 
fication and Confirmation thereof. Sometimes it is a free 
Promiſe of ſome good thing to be done by one Party to 
another, under ſome Condition or Proviſo by the other, 
to be done in order to the obtaining or enjoying the Be- 
nefit, as is frequently ſeen in human Settlements and 
Teſtaments made of Mens Eſtates in the World. From | 
whence we may define what this new Covenant of Grace 4 
is, vx. a mutual Agreement between God and Men, where- 4 
by he teſtifies to us, and moſt ſolemnly aſſures us, that | 
he will be merciful unto us, freely pardon our Sins, give 
us his Holy Spirit, Righteouſneſs, and Life Eternal, by, 
thro and for the ſake of his Son our Mediator Jeſus Chriſt. 
And then again, Men bind themſelves to God to believe 
and repent, that is to ſay (as that f Author expreſſes it) 
to receive by true Faith thoſe great Bleſſings 1 Favours, 
and to perform to God true and ſincere Obedience. This 
mutual Covenant between God and Man is confirm'd to 
us by certain external Signs, which we call Sacraments 
i. e. ſacred Signs teſtifying this Kindneſs, or Good-will of 
God towards us, and our Duty and Gratitude towards 
God. For according to the Apoſtle, God is the Author of 
eternal Salvation to all them that obey him, Heb. 5. 9. Tis 
properly called a Teſtament, or the laſt Will of the Teſta- 
tor; whereby, as dying, he gives his Order and Appoint- 
ment concerning theſe ſpiritual things, what he will have 
to be done after his Death, Thoſe judicious Divines, the 
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. *Fœdus in genere eſt mutua pactio duarum partium, . Urn. 
| Corpus Doct. Chriſt. pag. 91. de Fœdere Dei. 
f 1 Urſin. pag. 92. 
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Continuers of Mr. Pool's Annotations, on Heb. 8. 6. de- 
fine this Covenant thus: The Goſpel- Covenant was a 
< ſolemn Agreement between an offended God and Sin- 
c ners, wherein he binds himſelf to give forth Pardon and 
Life to them upon certain Conditions, which they bind 
< themſelves to perform, in order to the obtaining theſe. 
© Which Covenant was brought about by the Interceſſion 
© of Chriſt the Mediator between them, who became a 


e Surety for the Performance of it, and ſolemnly ratified 


© and confirmed it by the Sacrifice of himſelf, as other 
© Covenants were by federal Sacrifices.* 

And they ſay further, That Chriſt by his Sacrifice pur- 
© chaſes and merits the Holy Spirit, to enable Man to 
© perform the Conditions which God requireth from him, 
< to repent, believe, and obey the Redeemer, &c,” To 
the ſame Effect the learned * Mollebius fays, The Offer- 
ing or Promiſe of the Covenant of Grace is that where- 
© by God promiſes to thoſe which are called, That he 
© will be to them a Father in and thro Chriſt, if they per- 
© form filial Obedience to him,” It is called in the Ho- 
ly Scripture a f Teſtament, becauſe, by the Mediation of 
Chriſt, Reconciliation is made for us; or, which is the 
ſame, Chriſt by his Death hath purchaſed for us Recon- 
ciliation, and hath left it to us a Legacy, as dying Parents 
leave their Goods to their Children, And for this Cauſe he 

i the Mediator of the New Teſtament, that by means of 
Death, for the Redemption of the Tranſgreſſions which were 
under the firſt Teftament, they which are called might receive 
the Promiſe of eternal Inheritance, Heb. g. 15. 

The Hebrew Word Berith, \| Urſine ſays, ſignifies only a 
Covenant, not a Teſtament; but Expoſitors have tranſ- 
lated the Greek Word Atabixn, Teſtamentum, a Teſtament, 
And the Word is uſed promiſcuouſly for a Covenant 
and a Teſtament, both in the Holy Scriptures and in hu- 
man Authors; for a Truce concluded, as in time of War, 
and accepted on both Sides: and ſo it ſignifies a League 
or Covenant; This is my Covenant (or Teſtament) unto 


you, Rom. 11. 27. A Surety of a better Teftament, Heb, 7. 


22. So Chap. 9. 27. For where a Teftament is, &c. And 


— — 


— — — 
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* Oblatio ſcœderis gratiæ eſt, qua Deus vocatis promittit ſe ipſis in 
Chriſto patrem ſore, fi filialem jrz1t:1int cbedientiam, Wolleb. Comp. 
Thgol. Chriſt, Co 21» P- 93. T Urſin. P- 952. || P+ 92. 
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bis Maſter, and ſware unto him concerning that Matter, 


| Perſon covenanted with, or the Covenantee : and becauſe 


68) 
ſo it is uſed (as Mr, * Leigh obſerves) in the Chaldean and 
Syrian Languages, to fignify both a Covenant and Teſta- 
ment. In general (as that learned Critick obſerves) it 
ſignifies any Diſpoſition, Inſtitution, or Declaration of 
the Mind or Will, a Parpoſe or a Promiſe, or any ſuch 
like thing whether that Order, Diſpoſition, Purpoſe, 
Promiſe or Declaration of the Mind or Will, ſhould pro- 
ceed or have its riſe from one only or more; whether 
from the pure or free Promiſe of one, or from the mu- 
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tual Stipulation or Agreement between two or ſeyeral Par- 


ties. And ſometimes, ia, the Scriptures, an Oath, or a 
folemn Vow or Promiſe axe one and the ſame. 80 Mat. 
14. 7, Whereupon. he promiſed with an Oath to give ber 
whatever ſhe would qsk. | 57 Ny 

At the making of Covenants in antient Times, Beaſts 
were uſually kill'd, and then parted or cut in ſunder, into 
two or more Parts, and the Covenant Makers paſſed be- 
tween thoſe two or more divided Parts: ſee Gen. 15. 10, 18, 
and Jer. 34. 15. The Men that have tranſgreſſed my Cove- & 
zant, which have uot performed the Words of the Covenant, 
which they had mage before me, when they cut the Calf in 
tmain, and paſſed between the Parts thereof. Hence is the 
uſual Phraſe, To cut @ Covenant. Sometimes they ſtruck 
Hands, or put their Hands on their Thigh, Gen. 24. 9. 
And the Servant put his Hand upon the Thigh of Abraham 


* A CY 
s. w > 3 
rr 
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And Prov. 22. 26. Be not thou one of them that ſtrike Hands 
or be Surety for Debt. 80 Jacob and Joſeph his Son, Put J 
pray thee thy Haud under my Thigh, Gen. 47. 29. Hence 
the Phraſes of ſmiting or ſtriking a Covenant. 

In this great TranſaQtion between God and Man, they 
are the Parties covenanting; or God may be ſaid to be 
the Party coygnanting of the Covenanter, and Man the 
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the Bleſlings and Mercies of the Covenant are freely be- 
ſtowed upon us, and given to us, it is called ſometimes a 
Teſtament, and ſometimes a Promiſe or free Gift. A Co- 


venant being (as has been inſtanced) a Stipulation, Con- 
tract or Agreement, between Party and Party, one or 
more, implies ſomething promiſed to be done on each 
Part, by the Covenanter and Covenantee. And here the 
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(9) . 


Parties covenanting being God and Man, God offers and 
aſſures unto ſinful Men upon their Repentance, Faith and 
Obedience, eternal Life and Salvatjon ; and promiſes up- 
on their Perſeverance unto the end, the ſame ſhall be aſs 
ſuredly confer'd upon them, For the main End of a Co- 
venant is to aſſure unto the Parties covenanted with, ſuch 
and ſuch Advantages or Privileges as are ſpecify'd in the 
Covenant, upon ſuch and ſach Terms as are mentioned 
therein, and are the Tenor, Purport, true Intent and 
Meaning thereof, And in conſideration of our Miſery, 
God, out of his infinite Grace and Mercy to us ſinful 


Men, made this New Covenant of Grace with us in and 


thro Chriſt the Mediator. The Tenor or Subſtance where- 
of is, That we do unfeignedly repent of Sin, believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and take him for our Lord and Saviour, and 
obey him; and thereupon we ſhall have and enjoy eter- 
nal Life and Salvation. Hence we read Exod, 24. 7. of the 
Book of the Covenant, a Writing containing the Articles, 
Conditions and Agreements, both on God's Part, what he 

romiſed to do to the People, and again, on the People's 

art, what Duties they were to perform to God, accord- 
ing to the Tenor thereof, This Covenant is an Agreement 
or Promiſe made by God to Sinners, that they ſhall be 
ſaved by Faith in Chriſt, *Tis called the Covenant of Peace, 


i. e. a gracious Promile of God made to Sinners, pro- 


miſing Reconciliation by Jeſus Chriſt; as Ad, 10. 36, 
Preaching Peace by Jeſus Chriſt : and Eph. 2. 14. he is our 
Peace. It is a joyful Meſſage or Proclamation. of God 
to Sinners, of Pardon, Righteouſneſs and Life, by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Redeemer and Saviour, As Mat. 11, 28. Come 
unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, &c, Tis 


called by the Name of Covenant, by reafon of the Stipu- 


lation or Agreement mentioned or implyed therein: and 
2 Teſtament and Promiſe, by reaſon of the Freeneſs of 
the Bleſlings thereof, And Almighty God, the Rector and 
Governor of the World, our Sovereign Lord and Creator, 
being only the offended Party, and Man the offending 
Party, had a ſovereign Power and Authority to make 
and impoſe what Terms he in his Wiſdom ſhould think 
fit in this Covenant, in order to his eternal Happineſs, 
whether Man would or ſhould comply with them or not. 
As a Man in and by his laſt Will and Teſtament may give 


or bequeath any thing under what Terms or Conditions 


he may, in his Wiſdom and Diſcretion, think fit, 
Tal. | C Many 
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Many learned Divines take for a kind of Compendium 
or Summary of this New Covenant, thoſe Places men- 
tioned in Fer, 31. 31. Rel. 36. 26. Heb. 8, The Bleſſings 
or Mercies promiſed and given by God as a free Dona- 
tion, are briefly comprized in thoſe Places; and ſo they 
infer the Covenant of Grace is ſuch an abſolute Promiſe 
as admits of no Condition : which is * I apprehend) a 
Miſtake, and a wrong Conſtruction of thoſe Places (as 
ſhall be further obſerved,) Whereas we are to take 
notice, that thoſe Places or Paſſages 'are not the Whole or 
the All of the Covenant of Grace made to Sinners by 
God thro Jeſus Chriſt, as if it was not delivered in any 
other Places, Words or Phraſes in the Book of God, 
which perhaps ſome Perſons do not duly weigh and con- 
{ider ; but thoſe Places, if they be ſo taken, are to be re- 


conciled with and expounded hy other Scriptures, which are 


alſo to be eſteemed Parts of this gracious New Covenant. 
The Covenant of Grace, or the Goſpel Covenant, I 
therefore take to be contained in the whole Bundle or 


Number of gracious Promiſes made to us by God, in and 


thro Jeſus Chriſt, promiſcuouſly mentioned and ſcattered 
up and down all over the Holy Scriptures. The firſt 
Dawning of this Goſpel Morning, or mention of this 
Promiſe: or Covenant (as has been inſtanc'd) we have 
Gen, 3.15, So that all God's gracious Promiſes both of 
temporal, ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings, make up but 
this one Covenant of Grace; and every ſuch Promiſe to 
us ſo made, is but a Branch or Part of the New Cove- 
nant. It is made up not of this or that ſingle Promiſe, 
but of many, or rather all the Promiſes of God; and fo 
indeed the whole Goſpel, which contains many Promiſes, 


together with many Commands and Threatnings annexed, 


is virtually, and indeed, but one entire Covenant : As for 
inſtance, in a few Texts (inſtead of almoſt an innume- 
rable Number that might be named) that Text Gen. 12. 3, 
is a Declaration or Promulgation of this Covenant ; and 
that Iſaiah 45. 22. Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all ye 
Ends of the Earth, &c, Chap. 55. 1, 2. Ho! every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters; and he that hath no 
Mony, come ye, buy and eat, &c. The Old Teſtament is 
full of: gracious Promiſes, of which this Covenant is made 


up ; nay, it's very obſervable, that no Prophet who wrote 
the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, but mentions ſome- 
thing more or leſs of Chriſt the Mediator of this Cove- 
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nant, and fome gracious Promiſe or Promiſes made to us 
in and by him. So //aiah 53. throughout, is part of this 
Covenant; Jſazah 61. 1, 2, &c. Iſaiah 40. 2. Hof. 14. 1, 4. 
Mal. 4. 1, 2, 6. Mic. 7. 18. ſo thoſe in the New Teſta- 
ment, Mat. 11. 28. Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, &c, and John 3. 15, 16, 17, 36. Mark 16. 
15, 16. Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature: He that belicueth and is baptixed, ſhall be 
ſaved, &c. Mark 1. 15. Repent ye and believe the Goſpel. 
Rom. 10. 9. That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſpalt believe in thy Heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved ; ſo Acts 3. 
19. Kepent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your Sins 
may be blotted out, &c. Gal. 3. 14. and that Mat. 28. 19, 20. 
ſo that Rev. 22. 17. And whoſoever will, let him take the 


Water of Life freely, with a great Number of others, are 


Parts of, and the reſt added thereto, make up this one 
entire Covenant, and as ſeveral Parts or Members, com- 
poſe the whole Body thereof, as it is called a Covenant 
of Promiſe : and ſo it is called the Goſpel of your Salvation, 
Eph. 1. 13. The Goſpel of the Grace of God, Acts 20. 24. 
It contains, in the ſeveral Parts of it, a moſt joy ful Meſ- 
ſage of glad Tidings, of Grace, Remiſſion of Sins, Adop- 
tion, Righteouſneſs and Life, to and for Sinners by Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to. Rom. 8. 15, where the Apoſtle al- 
ludes to Iſa. 52. 7. How beautiful are the Feet of them that 
preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad Tidings 'of good 
ings! Some Perſons looking upon thoſe Paſſages or 
Places of Scripture before-mentioned, viz. Jer. 31. Exel. 
36. Heb. 8. and ſome Words or Phraſes therein, and 
conſidering them alone, ſeparate and apart, and not duly 
weighing the Idiom or Mode of Speech in Scripture, and 
not comparing what's there mentioned with other Scrip- 
tures, which alſo comprize the Covenant of Grace, or 
are part of it as well as this, do ſtrangely run into Miſtakes 
concerning the ſame, as to the way and manner of God's 
giving theſe Bleſſings to us, and as to the Nature of the 
8 it ſelf, as may be conſider'd more in its proper 
lace. | 

And moreover it appears, methinks, undeniably, that 
the Precepts, Promiſes and Threatnings in the Goſpel, to- 
gether compoſe and make up one whole and entire Cove- 
nant; for the Covenant of Grace is not made up of Pro- 
miſes only, excluſive of FRO and Threatnings day 
2 * e- 


( 12 ) 
Precepts are ſtill Precepts, and the Promiſes are made of 
Grace for the Performance thereof ; and that this Covenant 
contains in it both ſuitable Precepts, and ſuitable and 
comfortable Promiſes annexed, And all the whole Goſpel 
it ſelf, is but one Magna Charta, or great Charter or 
Covenant of Grace, of precious Mercies and Privileges 
granted to Believers in and thro Jeſus Chriſt, and by him 
to be obtain'd and enjoy'd, by and thro Faith in, and 
Obedience to God and Jeſus Chriſt, And if Mea but 
duly conſider this, they might ſee that thoſe expreſs 
Paſſages before-mention'd, viz. Fer. 31. 31. and 32. 39, 
40. Exel. 32. 36. and Heb. 8. admitting they are Parts 
of the Geipet or New Covenant, yet are not the All 
of the Covenant of Grace; or that this Covenant is made 
up of abſolute Promiſes without any Conditions or Limi- 
tations whatſoever, or that there are no Duties by us to 
be performed, in order to obtain the Bleſſings promiſed. 
But indeed thoſe very Places in the Old Teſtament be- 
fore-cited, are rather Promiſes made to the whole Body 
of the Jewiſh Nation, or the whole Church of the Jews, 


as ſuch, and not made to any particular Number of that 


People, i. e. to the Ele& of God, or true Believers among 
them only; and reſpect God's gracious Dealings with 
them in bringing them out of the Iron Furnace of the 
Babylonian Captivity, as the Places, by reading the whole 
Paſſages together, abundantly declare. See alſo, and con- 
ſider, Ezek. 11. 16——— 22. how theſe Scriptures ex- 
plain each other, when the ſame are read throughout, and 
not mangled, and maimed, and taken by halves as fome do; 
and the Places ſhew what God would do for that People, 
upon their returning to him by Repentance and Obe- 
dience. Therefore Men might avoid ſeveral Miſtakes, if 
they would but duly confider that this Covenant of Grace 
or New Covenant is not made up of, or compoſed all of 
Promiſes only, but that alſo all or moſt of the Precepts 


of God, teaching us what we are to do, and how to live 


towards God and Man, and all the heavy and dreadful 
Threatnings denounced againſt all Sin and Sinners in the 
Holy Scriptures, are no other than Parts of this New 
Covenant, or Covenant of Grace. So that as to what 
we have ſaid in relation to ſhew what the Covenant is, 
this is the Sum: The Covenant of Grace is a new or ſe- 
cond Contract, Agreement, or a Promife made by God 
to and with Mankind after the Fall, to reftore and 1 
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him into a State.of Favour, Happineſs and Salvation, by 


37 
s 
8 

f 


means of, or thro Jeſus Chriſt a Mediator; and it con- 
tains free Promiſes of Grace on God's Part, made unto 
us thro and for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, and contains our 
Duty and Obedience towards God: which ſaid Covenant 


zs eſtabliſhed by God, comprizes Promiſes and Threats, 
Rewards and Puniſhments, Life and Salvation to the Crea- 


ture Man, upon his Obedience or Diſobedience of it 


and God thereby binds or obliges himſelf to Man by gra- 
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cious Promiſes, and Man to God again by Duty and Obe- 
dience, by his Grace to be performed; as the whole New 
Teſtament abundantly teſtifies. 


e c eee, 
CHAP. I. 


Shewing with whom, or with what Perſons this Covenant' 
was and is made, 


T HE Subject, or Matter, that comes next under our 
1 Conſideration to be oblerved, is with whom, or to 
whom this New Covenant is made, or with what Perſons 
it is made. And here there is matter of Diſpute among 
the People of God: ſome will have it made with ſome few 
of Adam's fallen Offspring only, thoſe called in Heb.$.8. 
Jer. 31. 31, the Houle of Iſrael and Judah, Believers only, 
the Elet of God, and his Church. Now the Words, 
the Houſe of [rae! and Judah, I grant are in Scripture 
Phraſe, and there to be underſtood of the Church and. 
People of God; yet it no ways follows from thence, that 
this Covenant is made with, or the Mercies thereof either 
offered or purchaſed to or for no other but them : for 
thoſe Expreſſions denote or ſhew to us, that Believers 
only, or the People of God, have, or ſhall come to obtain 
an actual Enjoyment of thoſe Mercies and Bleſſings, or 
that they at preſent have a Right to them by virtue of 
their Faith or Believing, and that others have not or will 
not have, unleſs they alſo believe in Jeſus Chriſt : it does 
not follow, I ſay, at all from thoſe Expreſſions, that this 
Covenant was not made with all, but with ſome Sinners 
only. Some ſay tis made to and with thoſe called the 
Elect of God, or thoſe given to Chriſt, as they ſay, to re- 
deem and fave z whereas it is moſt plain, the Covenant p 
1 e DOM made 
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made to every Sinner in the World, and promiſes not Life 
12 and Salvation to one or more Sinners, excluſive of others: 
4 and the Death of Chriſt is for Sinners, as Sinners, and 
| every Sinner; and the Apoſtle tells vs, Chriſt died for the 
 Ungodly, i. e. every Sinner or ungodly Man, Rom. F. 6. 
and ſo the Covenant is made with all Sinners, excluſive of 
| none, And the Intent of God was to ſave them all, and 
| that they might all reap the Benefit of his Death upon 
3 the Terms of the Covenant, and according to the Tenor 
; of it: nor has God, as I know of, expreſs'd himſelf in - 
| 
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Scripture to have laid himſelf under any Bond or Promiſe, 
or promiſed in this Covenant to draw out the. Arms o 

his Omnipotence to any one Sinner, excluſive of others, 
to convert him, write his Laws in his Heart, &c. in ſuch 
a way of [rreſiftibility, or in an infruſtrable manner, as is 
ſuppoſed, (tho he may and ſometimes does ſo when he 
pleaſes) but only in ways, and by ſuch methods of his 
Grace, his Word and Holy Spirit, Help and Aſſiſtance, to 
procure thoſe things for, and to effect them in Men: but 
that notwithſtanding all that God ſees fit in his Wiſdom #®: 
to do for Men, in giving them Grace (for he is not want- | 
ing in Grace to any Man, to make him happy) Men do 
fruſtrate and make void his Grace, and loſe that eternal 
Life which they might undoubtedly have obtained. And 
this, to me, appears to be the Doctrine of the Grace of 
God, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached it. It is to be 
duly weighed, that the firſt Covenant made with innocent 
or ſtanding Adam, was made to and with him, and all 
his POSTERITY; and ſo he breaking it, he fell, and 
his whole Poſterity in or with him fell alſo under Death 
and Miſery ; not ſome, but all his Offspring. Rom. 5. 12. 
Wherefore, as by one Man Sin entred into the World, and 
Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all 
have ſinned, So redeeming Grace extended it ſelf to all 
the ſame fallen Race, ſo as to that Tranſgreſſion, it's done 
away to and for every one that fell in him : as ver. 18. 
Therefore as by the Offence of one, Judgment came upon all 
Men to Condemnation ;; even ſo by the Righteouſneſs of one 
the free Gift came upon all Men unto Juſtifigation of Life : 
And therefore our gracious and merciful God made a 
= ſecond Covenant of Grace in Chriſt, offering and pro- 
Ul. wiſing Life and Salvation to Adam, and in him, not to 
4. ſome, or any definite Number of his Poſterity, but to all : 
| and every Sinner deſcending from his Loins, upon Re- 2 
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-$ pentance and Faith : ſo that every Sinner has to do with 


this Covenant, And Grace, Remiſlion of Sins, and eter- 
nal Life therein and thereby, is not only offered, pro- 


oF pounded and promiſed to Sinners, yea to all and every 


inner; but by the Death of Chriſt ſufficient Aid, Help, 


Aid and Means of Grace is alſo purchaſed, promiſed, and 


x offered therein and thereby to all Sinners, to lay hold 
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on it, repent, believe, and accept the Grace and Mercy 
and Life therein contained. And therefore, the Tenor of 
it runs thro the whole Body of the Scriptures with inde- 
finite Particles, all, whoſoever, every one, the World, the 
whole World, every Man, as the following Scriptures 

lainly prove, which I deſire the Reader ſerioully to peruſe, 
for his full Satisfaction and Information, viz. Iſa. 55. 1. and 
45. 22. Exel. 18. 31. and 32. 11. John 3.16, Acts 10, 43. and 
17. 30. Mark 16, 16. John 6. 40. 2 Theſſ. 1. 8. Rom. 2. 9, 11. 
So the Promiſes, Precepts, and Threatnings which make 
up the Goſpel or New Covenant, are made to all and 
every Man univerſally, and without any Limitation or 
Reſtriction whatſoever. Therefore I conclude, all Men 
are redeemed by Chriſt, and not left in the deplorable and 
helpleſs State of the Fall. The Church of England pro- 
ſeſſes her Faith fully in this Point, ſhe declares in her 15th 
Article, That Chriſt came to be a Lamb without Spot, who 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf once made, ſhould take away the 
Sins of the World; and Sin (as St. John ſauth) was wot 
in him, In her 31ſt Article ſhe ſays, The Offering of Chrift 
once made, is that perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and Sa- 
tisfattion for all the Sins of the whole World, both original and 
actual; and that there is no other Satisfaction for Sin, but 
that alone, In her Catechiſm ſhe declares, that ſhe learns 
from. her Creed to believe in God the Son, who redeemed me 
and all Mankind. In her Prayer at the Conſecration of 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ſhe faith, Chrift 
by bis own Oblation on the Croſs, hath made a full, perſect, 
and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfattion, for the 
Sin of the whole World: And this I am fatisfy'd was the 
Doctrine taught by all, or moſt, the greateſt Men of the 
antient Church, for a thouſand Years after Chriſt. And 


the Goſpel of the Grace of God, is every where in Ho- 


ly Scripture univerſally proclaim'd to Sinners, i. e. every + 
Sinner, without Exception or Excluſion of any, of what 
Place, Age, Sex or Degree ſoever. And here two things 
may bt obſery'd. WT | 

285 + 18 1. If 
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1. If the Covenant of Grace was made with fewer Per- 
ſons than the Covenant of Works, or if that was made 
with ſtanding Adam and all his, and this only with ſome 
few fallen in him, and the greateſt Part of Mankind are 
excluded and ſhut out, even by an eternal and unalterable 
Decree of Reprobation, as Men; then it unavoidably 
follows, that God deals more ſtrictly, hardly, and with 
greater Severity to the far greateſt Part of Mankind, un- 
der this Covenant of Grace, than he did under that of 
Works: but that this Covenant is or ſhould be far worſe, 
more contracted, narrower, more reſtrained and limited 
than the other, and that Millions are not compriſed in it, 
have nothing todo with it, is not to be imagined. Again, 
2. If ſtanding Adam had Power, Means, Ability, 
Strength, or even a Poſſibility in himſelf, afforded by God, 
to ſtand and perform the Condition of that Covenant, 
and Man under this Covenant of Grace has not any or 
ſufficient Grace or Ability, purchaſed and procured- by 
Chriſt, to perform what God has required of him in it, 
in order to his Happineſs and Salvation; then moſt, or 
the greateſt Part * Sinners, are under, or in a much 
worſe Eſtate and Condition now under this Covenant, 
than they were under the Covenant of Works in Adam: 
for then there was a poſlibility of his being for ever hap- - 
py 3 but now, according to the contrary Doctrine, the 
greateſt Part of Men are left, nay, even by an eternal 
arid unalterable Decree, under an impoſlibility of ever 
having Salvation, But that God has dealt more graciouſly 
with Men under this, than under that Covenant, plenti- 
fully appears in that Goſpel which God has ſpoken to us 
by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, And as this Goſpel, or New 
Covenant of Grace, is made with and to whole fallen 
Man, and not made with or to ſome Sinners only, not 
ronfin'd to, or made (as ſome ſay) with the Elect of 
God only, and as ſuch preciſely, or the Compaſs thereof 
extended to them only ; ſo we read that the Threatnings 
made to the Refuſers of this Goſpel-Grace, and the Con- 
temners thereof, or ſuch as diſobey it, are alſo made in 
Holy Scripture to Sinners, yea, to every Sinner indefi- 
nitely, without exception. In flaming Fire, taking Venge- 
ance on them (i. e. every one of them) that know not God, 
and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
'2 Theſſ. r. 8. and Heb. 12. 25. See that ye refuſe not him 
z bat ſpeaketh, for if they eſcaped not who refuſed him ; _— 
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fpake om Earth, (i. e. Moſes) How much more ſhall we not 
eſcape if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from Heaven? 
* Chriſt) And frequently, or for the moſt part, 

hreatnings in Scripture are levelled againſt the Sin 
of Unbelief, or rejecting the Grace of the New Goſpel- 
Covenant: Mark 16. 16. He that'believeth and is baptized 
ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth not ſhall be damned; and 
John 8. 24. For if ye believe not that I am he (i, e. the 
Chriſt or Meſſiah of God) ye ſhall die in your Sins. 

The Declaration, Proclamation or Preaching: of this 
New or Goſpel-Covenant to every Creature or Sinner, 
pregnantly proves and evinces that it's made to and with 
all Men univerſally, and without Exception; and conſe- 
quently the Blood of Chriſt, the Foundation of this Co- 
venant; is extended to all Sinners; every Covenant or Pro- 
miſe offers or enſures the things therein ſpeciſy'd only to 
ſuch, and to thoſe comprehended in it. And this ſeems 
to me to be the Reaſon why the Goſpel or New Covenant 
of Grace is not to be preached to the fallen Angels or 
Devils, as well as Men, becauſe no Promiſe of Mercy or 
Salvation was ever made to them in or by Chriſt ; they 
are not comprehended in the Number of the Covenanted, 
or intended to have any Relief by this Covenant: But if 
many Sinners who periſh everlaſtingly, have no more to 
do with this Covenant, no more Intereſt in it (I ſpeak 


not of actual Intereſt, but of poflibility of Good by it) 


than the Devils or fallen Angels, I ſee no Reaſon why, or 
what Ground there is, it ſhould be preached to thoſe Sin- 
ners (reprobate ſo called) any more than to the Devils 
themſelves; which ſerves only to increaſe their Miſery 
and Condemnation. But further, 

I know tis the Sentiments of ſome, that Chriſt is the 
Perſon with whom this Covenant was made, or it was 
only or firſt made with him, perſonally conſider'd, and in 
him with the Ele& as their Head and Repreſentative : as 
Gal. 3. 16. Now to Abraham and his Seed were the Promiſes 
made, He ſaith not, and to Seeds, as of many; but as of 
one, and to thy Seed, which is Chriſt. To this it may be an- 
{wer'd, That the Place mentioned, proves nothing that 
Chriſt is the Perſon with whom this Covenant was or is 
made, for the Promiſe there mentioned, is ſaid to be made 
to Abraham as well as to Chriſt ; and therefore the Word 
Chriſt in the latter Part of the Verſe is to be taken metony- 
mically for-thoſe that are ſpiritually deſcended of or from 
1 D Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, or born of him by Faith. A like Phraſe we have 
in 1 Cor. 12. 12. For as the Body is one, and hath many Mem- 
bers, and all the Members of that one Body, being many, are 
one Body; ſo alſo is Chriſt, i. e. ſo it is with true Believers, 
who in reſpect of their ſpiritual Being, are of and from 
Chriſt, or make up one myſtical ſpiritual Body with 
Chriſt their Head. For it is not any where in Scripture 
{aid, that Faith, Repentance and Salvation, are any ways 
23 to Chriſt, or that he is commanded to repent, 
elieve- or obey the Goſpel; but the ſame is always en- 
joined to Men, who are thereby called upon and exhorted 
to the ſame. From which Premiſes conſidered, to me 
it appears as a ſubſtantial Truth, That the Covenant of 
Grace is made with Sinners, yea all and every Sinner 
or degenerate Son of Adam; and that the Covenant 
thus made with lapſed Adam, and in him with his whole 
Poſterity, that is no Contradiction to what the Scripture 
ſays, the Covenant is made to Abraham and his Seed, or 
to the Houſe of /ſrael and Judah: for it's made to all in 
reſpe& of Grace, Mercy and Salvation, offered and pro- 
cured upon the Terms therein contain'd and ſpecify'd, 
and to Believers only, or the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham or 
the Church of God, as they come to be actually intereſted 
in it, and Salvation offer'd thereby, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
And that this is the true and genuine Senſe of the Place, 
may appear to any rational Reader, who has but a Com- 
etency of Knowledge, by the Light of the enſuing Con- 
iderations. 

1. There's nothing more frequent in ſacred Language, 
than to * ſpeak metonymically, i. e. by a Figure, to put 
Cauſes for Effects, or Effects for Cauſes; the Subject for 
the Adjunct, the Adjunct for the Subject; to expreſs the 
thing lignified by the Sign: as Cen. 17. 10. Circumciſion is 
called the Covenant, This is my Covenant, i, e. the Sign 
of my Covenant; and ver. 13, my Covenant ſhall be in your 
Fleſh, i. e. the Sign of my Covenant: and Mat. 25. 35. 
Chriſt is put for the Church, I was an hungry and ye gave 
me Meat, &c. it is expounded ver. 40. ſo 1 Cor. 12. 12. So 
alſo is Chrift, i, e. Chriſt myſtical, or his Members: fo Act, 
9. 4, 5. Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? i. e. Chriſt, 7 
am he whom thou perſecuteſt : ſo it is explain'd, Eph. 5. 30,32. 
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( 19) 
ſo Exod. 8. 23. J will put Redemption, or Diviſion, between 
my People and thy People, i. e. the Sign or Token of Re- 
demption or Diviſion, So by the ſame Trope, Bread is 
called the Body of Chrift, and Wine his Blood, Mat, 26, 26, 
28. i. e. a Sign and Symbol of his Blood. So Eph. 5. 30. 
Col. 1. 24. with many more which might be enumerated : 
which Places evidently ſhew how the Apoſtle here in 
Gal. 3, from 26 to the end, explains himſelf. So that the 
Words, Seed, and Chriſt, are to be underſtood of Chriſt 
myſtical, or his Church and People, and not of Chriſt 
himſelf perſonally conſidered, | 

2. The Titles or Names given to Jeſus Chriſt, with re- 
ſpect to this Covenant, ſhew that 'tis not made with him 
as a Party or Covenantee, but with Believers only; he is 
the Meſſenger that brings or reveals the glad Tidings of 
it, Mat. 3. 1. the Mediator by whom it was procured 
for us, Heb. 2. 22. the Prince or Founder of it, Day, 11. 22. 
he confirms and ratifies the Covenant to us, Dan. g. 27. 
he ſeals it with his Blood, Mat. 26. 28. 
z. When mention is made of the Sanction or Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this Covenant, we find not Chriſt, but Mankind 
or | Believers, are the Perſons covenanted with therein; 
they are the Perſons covenanting with and ſtipulating with 
God. A famous Rehearſal of God's Covenant with Jſrael, 
we have in Exod, 19. 1 g. and there we find /ſrael 
are the Covenantees, and ſtipulate with God ; All that the 
Lord hath ſaid will we do : ſo again chap. 24. 3. And Moſes 
came and told the People all the Words of the Lord, and all 
the Fudgments : and all the People anſwered with one Voice, 
and ſaid, All the Words which the Lord hath ſaid, will we do. 
So when this New Goſpel-Covenant is ſet forth more par- 
ticularly, it's to be oblerved, Men when they hearken to, 
or obey the Lord, are ſaid to enter into it: I. 55. 3. In- 
cline your Ear and come unto me: hear, and your Soul ſhall 
live; and I will make an everlaſting Covenant with you, 
even the ſure Mercies of David. And Pſal. 50. 5. Gather my 
Saints together unto me, thoſe who have made a Covenant 
with me by Sacrifice : and Iſa. 44. 5, Men, or God's People, 
ſubſeribe their Hands to the Lord: and Jer, 50. 50. God's 
People ſay, Come and let. us join our ſelves to the Lord in 
@ perpetual Covenant, that ſhall not be forgotten; So Iſa. 20. 
37+ and ſo they are laid to break the Covenant, Ia. 24. 5. 
ae al -falſly with God in the Covenant, Pal. 44. 17. to ſeal 


à Covenunt, Neh. g. 38. _ all over the New Teſtament, 


2 when 
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when Men are called to Frith, Repentance and Obedience, 
which is nothing but an Entrance into the New 233 
Men or Sinners, and not Jeſus Chriſt, are invited, calle 
and perſnaded to enter thereinto : Conſult the following 
Scriptures, Ia. 55. 1. Mat. 11. 28. John 6. 40. Acts z. 19, 
20. Acts 10. 43. with many others of like import: whence 
it cannot be dubious, that not Chriſt, but Believers, are 
the Parties covenanting with God in this Goſpel or New 
Covenant. 

So that famous Place, Ia. 42. 6. which is a glorious 
Prophecy of the great Meſliah, is to be interpreted figu- 
ratively, or metonymically; 2. e. the Subject is taken for 
the Adjunct, or the thing fenified by the Sign it ſelf, as 
before is explained; and the Senſe is, I will give thee for 
Covenant of the People, or to be an Angel or Meſſenger 
of the Covenant; Mal. 3. 1. or the Mediator, in, thro 
or by whom my Covenant of Grace is made, ratified and 
confirmed with Mankind; and not at all that Chriſt is the 
very Perſon with whom this Covenant of Grace is made, 
as in their behalf, or as a common Head of the Elect or 
People of God, as ſome ſuppoſe. | 

have been the larger on this Particular, becauſe the 
Opinion of this Covenant's being made with Chriſt, as a 
publick Perſon or Head, and not Men, or Sinners, who 
are called on every where to enter into it, or Believers 
who are actually in it, is, to me, a very great Miſtake, 
and of dangerous 'Tendency and Conſequence, 

But ''tis objected by ſome, How can it be ſuppoſed that 
God ſhould make a Covenant of Grace with all Man- 
kind, and the far greater Part of them never heard a 
Word of it, nor received any Grace to enable them to 
fulfil any Condition of it, as Faith, &c. as the Pagans, 
Infidels? &c. To which I humbly anſwer, and deſire it 
may be conſidered, 4 Was da | 
-  1-+ That when God made this Covenant, he took care 
in all Ages, by his Prophets, to carry this Meſſage from 
time to time, and make Declarations of it, and of Chriſt, 
not only to the Jews, but to other Nations and People 


all the World over, as is to be ſeen in the ſending his Pro- 


pliets and Preachers for that Purpoſe ina the Old Teſta- 
ment; ſo that they were not without ſome Knowledge 
of this Covenant. And after Chriſt's Death, when the 
Mediator of this Covenant came into the World in Per- 


y ſon, 
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ſon, he took ſufficient care that it ſhould be preached to 
eyery Nation and to all People, beginning at Feraſalem ; 
and gave them diverſity of Languages, and ſent them all 
over the habitable World for that Purpoſe, according to 
Luke 24. 47. That Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould 
be preached to all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. So that 
no Nation or People, I judge, has been without ſufficient 
Knowledge of it, in order to Salvation; and therefore 
I dare not, as ſome, ſend them, who have it not as we 
have, by wholeſale into everlaſting Miſery on that ac- 
count. But, N ö | ; | 

2. Let it be conſidered, that it is ſaid Rom. 2. 14, 15. 
For when the Gentiles, which have not the Law, do by na- 
ture the things contained in the Law, theſe having not the 
Law, are a Law unto themſelves : Which ſhew the Work of 
the Law written in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo bear- 
ing witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean while accuſing, or 
elſe excuſing one another. The Gentiles, - which have not 


the Lan, do 7 nature the things contained in the Law; 


where, by the Law, we are to underſtand the Moral Law 
i. e. to love God and ſerve him, to perform Righteouſ: 
neſs, Equity, and Juftice to Men; their Hearts and 
Conſciences bearing them witneſs to it : whereby it ſeems 
to be written upon their Hearts, which, as the Authors 
of Pool's Annotations on the Place obſerve, is a Covenant, 
Privilege and Bleſſing. They did theſe things, it ſeems, 
and yet had not the written Law or ten Commandments 
of Afoſes, preached to them as the Jews had: fo, tho the 
Heathen: Nations have not the Goſpel preached to them 
as we have, tho it ſhines not with that Brightneſs in ma- 


ny Nations as in Great-Britain, &c, yet why ſhould we 


think God has no ways to reveal his New Covenant or 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt to them? Is it not ſaid, he is the 


true Light, that enlightens evety Man that comes into the. 


World? John 1,9. Are we able to know the Diſcoveries 
which God makes even to thoſe Sinners, by the Qpera- 
tions and Teachings of the Spirit? I cannot believe but 
that a merciful God that made them, has Mercy to ſhew 
and extend to them, has and does give ſome Intimations 


| of his Grace and Compaſlion to them, ſome notices of 


his Covenant and his Chriſt ; and that they (notwithſtand- 
ing this great Darkneſs, in compariſon of our Light) are 
not left in a remedileſs Condition, without means of Sal. 
vation: as Acts 10. 35. But in every Nation he that feareth 
| Gor 
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God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him; i. e. the 
Perſon ſearing God, and his Works, is by and thro Chriſt, 
accepted with God, of any Nation, Sex or Condition 
whatſoever ; and he ſhall be accepted, z. e. rewarded, by 
him, and that with Life eternal, as I think thoſe Words 
are to be underſtood : and the Apoſtle Peter a little lower, 
ver. 43. adds, this was the Subſtance of the Prophets 
Preaching, and ſays, To him (i.e. Jeſus Chriſt) gave all the 
Prophets witneſs, that thro his Name whoſoever believes in 
him ſhould receive Remiſſion of Sins. 

But ſome yet further ſay * from the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 10 14. How ſhall they believe on him of 
whom they have not heard, and how ſhall they hear without a 
Preacher ? And from thence they infer a neceſlity of all 
Infidels Periſhing and Condemnation, | 

To which I anſwer : I cannot underſtand thoſe Words 
to infer ſuch an abſolute neceſſity of the 3 
as we here enjoy it, and that the People of all Nations 


are inevitably loſt and periſned where the Goſpel is not 


preached as we have it; for if ſo, why may not we alſo 
inſer all irrational Men deprived of Underſtanding, or 
Infants that cannot hear and receive the Goſpel, are alſo 
eternally damn'd, becauſe they cannot receive the Goſpel 
by Faith, where it is preached? The Words of the 
Apoſtle are, to my Underſtanding, only to ſhew us that 
preaching the Goſpel is God's ordinary way of ſaving Sin- 
ners, and that there's a Connection or Congruity between 
the one and the other; 'tis the Order and Appointment of 
God, *tis his uſual and ordinary Method to beget Faith : 
But it follows not therefore, but God may and does, by 
the Inſtin&t and Operation of his Holy Spirit, bring to 
Salvation many Sinners, even in the Iadian Nations, who 
have not the Goſpel preached as we have. Let us not 


tie God to Methods and Ways, whoſe Paths and Judg- 


ments are paſt our finding out. To me it's ſtrange good 
Men ſhould draw ſuch Concluſions and Inferences from 
Scriptures. He that would receive more Satisfaction, as to 
the caſe of the Heathens, may read Dr. Whitby's Diſcourſe 
of the five Points, Diſc. 6. c. 2. at large; but this falls 


not directly under the Subje& of my preſent Diſcourſe, to 


fuch as live under the joyful Sound of Goſpel-Grace. | I 
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c under an abſolute neceſlity of being miſerable. 
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will only add what he, moſt chriſtianly and charitably, 


ſays of the State of Heathens in that Book, p. $36. * That 
© no Heathen Nations are wholly left without ſome means 


of knowing, and ſome Ability of doing, thoſe things 


© God hath made abſolutely requiſite to free them from 
© his future Wrath, ſince otherwiſe they muſt be = 
n 
© that it cannot be conſiſtent with divine Equity and 
© Goodneſs, to make that a Condition of any Man's Hap- 
© vineſs, which he cannot know to be his Duty, or know- 
c ing cannot do; ſince this muſt certainly ſubje& him to 
«© an Impoſſibility of being happy, and therefore to a cer- 
© tainty of being miſerable : which, by the former Pro- 
© poſition, muſt be repugnant both to the Juſtice and 
© Goodneſs of God.“ And fo he infers it moſt reaſonable 
to conclude, God will deal with them according to the 
meaſures of their Ignorance and Knowledge, the Abili- 
ties, Motives and Inducements afforded to them, in re- 
ſpe& both to the Acceptation and Reward of their Good, 
= his Diſpleaſure againſt, and Puniſhment of their evil 
ions. | 


K SA l e e 
CHA P. II. 
When the Covenant of Grace firſt began, or was firſt made. 


TH E third thing to be conſidered is, when this Co- 

venant of Grace firſt began, or when it was made. 
And by what has been already ſaid, it is evident when it 
firſt began, or was made by God with ſinful Men; and 
much need not to be ſaid upon it. The time when it 
was firſt promulgated with lapſed Adam and his Poſte- 
rity, was at, or ſoon after his Fall, or Breach of the firſt 
Covenant made with him in Paradiſe : So it's agreed, I 
think, on all hands, that Gez. 3. 15. was the firſt mention 
of it, then was the firſt Spring or breaking forth of this 
Day-light or Morning of Grace, and ſo by Degrees this 
Light increaſed into a perfe& Day ; this Covenant was 
more plainly reveal'd to Noah, after to Abraham, to 
Moſes, to David, &c. and the Light and Glory of it 
gradually ſhin'd out until the Meſliah's Coming; and then, 


like 


( 24 ) 
like the Sun, appear'd in its full Stength and Luſtre. 
And fo all Believers, in all times, were faved by and thro 
it. Tis ſaid, Heb. 1 1. 4. By Faith Abel offered to God a more 
excellent (or acceptable) Sacrifice than Cain; being of- 
fered, without doubt, in Faith, fixed not only on the 
Being of God as his Creator, bat on the promiſed Meſſiah, 
Chriſt his Redeemer, in a ſenſe of Sin, truſting in his 
Merits and Righteouſneſs for his Salvation. And ſo all the 
antient Patriarchs and Fathers are ſaid to have died in 
Faith, ver. 13, not having yet received the Promiſe, only 
hid a Proſpect thereof by the Eyes of Faith: fo Abra- 
ham, Gen, 15.6. is ſaid to have believed in the Lord, and 
it was accounted (or imputed) to him for Right eouſneſs ; and 
ſo he is faid to have ſeen Chrift's Day, and to have rejoic'd 
in it, John 8. 56. So the Covenant of Grace, as it was 
made to Abraham and his ſpiritual Seed, and contain'd prin- 
cipally ſpiritual Bleflings and Mercies, all his fpiritual Off- 
ſpring or Progeny were ſaved in all Ages and Times thro 
it and by it, and by no other Ways or Means whatſorver. 
And fo I take it, this Covenant comprizes or includes in 
it all Infants dying in Infancy, before they have com- 
mitted actual Sin, their original Sin being pardon'd and 
fully forgiven by it, thro Jeſus Chriſt, according to Rom. 8. 
from 14 to the End: they depart not this Life under the 
firſt Covenant or Covenant of Works, but really and 
fully intereſted in this Covenant of Grace; and fo are 
and were, and ſhall be all true Believers from the Be- 
ginning to the Conſummation of the World, according 
to Heb, 4. 2. For unto us was the Goſpel preached as well as 
unto them, and to them as well as unto ns. So that rhole 
Phraſes, in thoſe Days, and behold the Day is come, ſaith 
the Lord, that I will make a New Covenant, &c. mentioned 
. Iſa. 31. 31. Heb. 8. 10. do not at all prove, or any way 
imply, that then or ſome time after that, or at the Coming 
of the Meſtizh, was the time of the firſt Commence- 
ment or Eſtabliſhment of this Covenant, or that then it 
had its firſt Beginning ; but only that Almighty God then 
aptly and more plainly, ſet forth a Renewal thereof, or 
rather a more full, plain and clear Diſcovery and. Reve- 


lation thereof to Sianers, or the Church and People of 


God, at, and under the Goſpel-Diſpenlation or Coming 
of Chriſt : And that it ftards a ſtable Truth, that the 
Covenant of Grace was made with Adam preſently * 
| | = the 
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the Fall, and with, and in him, with all that in time 
ſhould deſcend from his Loins. | 


| CH AP. IV. 


Of the Diverſicy between the Old and New Covenant or 
Teſtament. 


hag fourth thing in the Order and Method propoſed, 
we are to conſider, is, the Diverſity between the 
Covenant of Works and that of Grace, or the Difference 
between the Old and New Covenant ; and here we have 
a large Province to go thro : but I ſhall conſider the Pre- 
miſes with as mach Plainneſs and Brevity as I can. It is 
to be obſerved, the Apoſtle plainly ſhews us, this is ano- 
ther or quite different Covenant from the Old Covenant, 
delivered by God to Jrael on Mount Sinai, to which the 
Apoſtle refers, Gal. 3. and Heb. 8. and it is another or 
very different Covenant from that called the Covenant of 
Nature, which was made with Adam in his State of In- 
nocency: If we confider the Diverſity of the Covenant. 
made with Adam and this Covenant of Grace, it appears, 
1. That Covenant was a Covenant of Friendſhip or Agree- 
ment between God and Man; this a Covenant between 
God and Man at variance. 2, That Covenant was- made 
upon condition of perfect Obedience and Perſeverance 
therein 4 this enjoins not ſtri& and perfect Obedience to 
e perform'd on our parts, for the obtaining of eternal 
ife. 3. That was a Covenant with Man, able of himſelf 
to pet form the Conditions of it; this with Perſons weak, 
and unable to do any thing, without the Help and Aſſiſ- 
tance of another, that is God, 4. That Covenant was 
made without, becauſe there was no Neceſſity of a Me- 
diator ; this with and by a Mediator or Reconciler, i, e. 
Jeſus Chriſt, If we conſider the Agreement between the 
Old and New Covenant, viz. that made with Iſruel on 
Mount Sinai, Exod, 20. and the evangelical Covenant of 
Grace, we {hall find they in ſome things agreed, and in 
ſome things differed, | 
1. They agreed in this; the Author, Eſtabliſher or 
Founder, was one and the ſame, i. e. God. 2. They had 
both a Mediator 4 of the _ was Moſes, of 1 
94 ' rut. 
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Chriſt. 3. Both are the Coveriant of Grace in Subſtance, 
to wit of Reconciliation with ſinful Men; that was a Pro- 
miſe of Grace, Mercy and Life to Believers then, ſo this 
is now. 4. The Conditions were the ſame ; in that Faith 
and Obedience, and ſo in this. Spiritual Benefits are one 
and the ſame in both, to wit Pardon of Sin, Communion 
with God, eternal Life, &c. And here I muſt defire the 
Reader to conſider, compare and peruſe Gal. 3. through- 
out, with Heb. 8, throughout, and he may better under- 
ſtand the Agreement of theſe Covenants ; that Exod. 20. 
was not given or intended that the People ſhould be 
thereby bound or obliged to obtain Juſtification thereby, 
it was ſealed with the Blood of Beaſts, which taught them 
that Righteouſneſs was to be obtained by Faith in Chriſt 
only. God's Intentions in giving this Law, Exod. 20, and 
requiring exact Obedience to it, was not to take them off 
from ſecking Righteouſneſs and Life by Chriſt in the Gof- 
el-Promiſe, but to encourage them to it; ſo that the 
w and Goſpel exactly and harmonioufly agree in their 
eſſential and ſubſtantial Parts, The Law, Gal. 3. 21. ig 
not againft the Promiſes of God, but ſubſervient to them; 
not given to afford us Life, but effectually to convince and 
make us ſenſible of Sin, and drive us to Chriſt. Take the 
Law, as to the moral Part, Gal. 3. 24. it was our School- 
maſter, i. e. by Threatnings and Rods to bring us to Chriſt, 
ſhewing us our ſinful State and Condition by the Breach 
of it. St. Paul ſays, I had not known Sin but by the Law, 
Rom. 7,7, Cc. Take the Law as to the ceremonial Part 
of it, it is the ſame, our Schoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt, 
1. e. by the Shadows and Repreſentations thereof, as by 
the Hand, to lead us to Chriſt the Subſtance and Antitype 
thereof: ſo both the moral and ceremonial Part of that 
Law, in their Places, and as to their Uſes, Ends and Pur- 
poſes, tend to lead us and direct us to our Great Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt. | £7 | 
And it is to be obſerved what the Apoſtle ſays, Gal. 3. 17. 
And this I ſay, that the Covenant that was confir med before 
of God in Chrift, the Law which was four hundred and thirty 
Tears after cannot diſannul, that it ſhould make the Promiſe of 
none effect. The Covenant confirmed or made to Abraham, 
Gen. 12. four hundred and thirty Years before the Law given 
on Mount Sinai, Exod. 20. was not abrogated or diſannulled 
by that then given by Moſes; nor was the former, in the 
leaſt, made of > Wy Effect by the SanRion of the latter. 


The 
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The Apoſtle there ſhews what was God's Deſign or Pur- 
poſe in giving the Covenant-Promiſe to Abraham, Gen. 12. 
and chap. 15. to wit, to give Life and Salvation by Grace. 
And he alſo ſhews God's Deſign in giving the latter Cove- 
- nant (viz. Exod. 20.) namely, not to give Life and Sal- 
vation by Obedience or Working, for then there would 
be an Inconfiſtency in the two Covenants, or they 
would contradi& one another, and one would deſtroy 
and make void the other; which is fully againſt the 
© Apoſtle's Reaſoning and Tenor of his Diſcourſe : whence 
it follows, that there is no Diſagreement in Subſtance be- 
tween thoſe two Covenants there mentioned, but they 
both tend to evangelical Ends and Purpoſes, to wit, the 
Salvation of Sinners by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. And further, 
 *tis to be obſerved, that the Law on Mount Sinai, tho 
> publiſh'd in an amazing Manner, with Thundering and 
.ightning, and with ſuch terrible Majeſty, that at 
> the Publication thereof Moaſes did exceedingly fear and 
' j quake, Heb. 12, 21. was in order to drive the Sinner out 
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of himſelf and his falſe Hopes; yet the Law was pub- 
liſh'd in Mercy, not in Fury and Revenge, the Intent was 

not to deſtroy but reclaim the Sinner : for had God in- 

: tended Deſtruction and Death by the Publication thereof, 
it would not have been done by the Hand of a Mediator, 
as the Apoſtle ſhews, Gal. 3. 19. and tho the Covenants 
„ de two, and the Mediators two, yet the primary Inten- 
tion of God, both by the one and the other, was one 

: and the ſame, i. e. Grace and Mercy to Man by our Sa- 

: = viour Jeſus Chriſt. | | 

= The main and eſſential Difference between the Covenant 
given on Mount Sinai, as far as it is to be accounted a 
Covenant of Works, and the Goſpel-Covenant, or Cove- 
nant of Grace, conſiſts in this (as is the Judgment and 
' Senſe of the greateſt and moſt judicious Divines) namely, 
that the one promiſes Life and Salvation by Works or 
perfect Obedience, the other gives it freely by Faith: the 
one ſays, do this and live, Rom. 10. 5. the other ſays, be- 
lieve, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Acts 16. 31. The Law curſes 
; for the Breach of itin one ſingle Tranſgreſſion, Deut. 27. 26. 
4 For as many as are of the Works of the Law, are undes the. 
t Curſe ;, for it is written, Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things which are written in the Book of the Law to do 
them, Gal. 3. 10. The Goſpel pardons many and repeated 
Offences, Rom. 5, 16. That Covenant had no Mediator, 
A RE E 2 _ _ (take 
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(take it as a pure Covenant of ltd, nor had any Re- 
conciliation by Blood, upon the Breach of it. This has 
a Mediator who reconciles God to Man, for the Sin a- 
gainſt that Covenant, and many Offences done againſt 
this; according to Rom. 5. 16. And not as it was by one 
that finned, ſo is the Gift : for the Judgment was by one to 
Condemnation, but the free Gift is of many Offences unto 
 ftification. That Covenant ſpeaks of no Reconciliation 
after Sin, this receives into Favour upon fincere Repen- 
tance and Reformation; that ſtood upon pure Holineſs 
and Perfection, this accepts of Sincerity and Uprightneſs 
in the room and ſtead thereof. The Sinai Law mentions 
not (as tis a pure Covenant of Works) Help and Strength 
to perform it; the evangelical Covenant promiſes and gives 
ſupernatural Aſſiſtance to perform its Conditions, to wit, 
to repent, believe, obey and perſevere, to the end we 
may be ſaved, 

The Law ſays, Work (i. e. perfectly) and thou ſhalt be 
rewarded ; the Goſpel ſays, We ſhall be rewarded tho we 
work not, z,e, tho we work not ſo as perfectly to fulfil 
the Law. The Law tells us, perfect Obedience ſhall be 


rewarded with Life eternal; the Goſpel affirms it to be by 


Faith, 7. e. the Righteouſneſs of Chrift received by Faith, 
Rom, 4. 4. Now to him that worketh is the Reward not rec- 
koned of Grace but of Debt : and ver, 16. Therefore it is of 
Faith, that it might be by Grace; to the end the Promiſe might 
be ſure to all the Seed, not to that only which is of the Law, but 
to that alſo which is of the Faith of Abraham, who is the Fa- 
ther of us all. Chap. 11.6, And if by Grace, then it is no 


more of Works : otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace. But if 


it be Works, then is it no more Grace, otherwiſe Wark is no 
more Work. The Law pays, as having earned and merited ; 
the Goſpel gives and beſtows by way of gratuitous Bounty 
and Reward. The Lay calls for and demands ſinleſs Per- 
fection; the Goſpel (thro Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and Me- 
rits) accepts ſincere Obedience accompanied with much 
Imperfe&ion. The Law is a killing Letter, the Miniftration 
of Death and Condemnation ;, the Goſpel is the Miniſtra- 
Tron of the Spirit of Rightzouſneſs, of Life and Glor 


» h 2 
2 Cor. 3. 6— 12. The legal Covenant was weak and 


impotent, in its Nature and Conſtitution; being ſhadowy, 
it could not bring us to Perfection; its Mediator being 
Moſes, an imperfe& Man, could not bring in everlaſting 


- 


Righteouſreſs : Its Blood, being that of Bulls and On, 
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511d not expiate or atone for Sin, It muſt therefore 
pr Frey oy be abrogated, or vanifh away, for the 
Weakneſs, Faultineſs and Unprofitableneſs thereof, not to 
the end for which God had appointed it, to wit, to lead 
them to Chriſt, but for its Weakneſs and Inſufficiency as ta 
Taſtification and Salvation, That made nothing perfect; 
no Man, tho he ever ſo ſtrictly obſerved it, could be juſti- 
fied by it, (having broken it in his firſt Parent Adam, and 
afterwards many times actually in his own Perſon) it 
could not ſanftify our Natures, juſtify our Perſons, or 
rocure to us eternal Life; all which were obtained, 
ought in, and conferred upon us by the new evangelical - 
Covenant of Grace, But yet tis to be obſerv'd, Chriſt 
deſtroyed not the Law as to its being a continual Rule 
of Life to his Church, for he came not to deſtroy the Lam, 
but to fulfil it, Mat, 5. 19, 18, He was the fulfilling End 
of the moral, and the aboliſhing End of the ceremonial 
Law, by his Obedience, Death and Sufferings, God did 
not ena@ the Law, that they (i. e. the Jews) might look 
upon it to be a Covenant of Works, to bind them ſtrictly 
to obey it for Righteouſneſs and Juſtification z or that e- 
ternal Puniſhment, as the Penalty of it, might be inflicted 
on them for Diſobedience; for Chriſt'by his perfect Obe- 
dience and plenary Satisfaction and Suffering, ſor thoſe 
Ends and Purpoſes as aforeſaid, fally abrogated and put an 
end to it, as the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. 10. 4. He is the end of 
the Lam for Righteouſneſs to every one that believes, There- 
fore the primary End of the Law, was not the Death and 
Deſtruction of the Sinner, but to reclaim him from Sin, 
and keep him in Obedience to God, and to conduct him 
to Chrilt, tho the leſs principal or conſequential End of 
it was the Damnation of the Sinner; and ſo tis in human 
juit Laws, the prime End 'is'the'Preſeryation of the Sub- 
ject in Obedience, tho the Breach of it is the Death of 
the Nelinquent, The End and Deſign therefore of the 
Law or Sinai Covenant, was to reveal and diſcover Sin, 
to declare the Righteouſneſs and Juſtice of God againſt*all 
Iniquity ; and that by the Purity of it, Man might, as in 
a Glaſs, ſee himſelf a condemned Sinner, according to 
St. Paul, Rom. 3. 20. For by the Law is the Knowledge of 
Sin. And on the contraty, the Gaſpel or New Covehant 


* Heb, 7.18, | ; 
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reveals Grace and Mercy to Mankind, it ſhews and pro- 
claims Pardon and Remiſſion of Sins by Jeſus Chriſt, ac- 
cording to St. John ch. 1. 17. The Law was given 2 
but Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chrift, So then, the 
Goſpel-Covenant is another and very different Covenant 
from that on Mount Sinai, acccording to Heb. 8. 8, g. 
and there's a great Diſparity between them, and their Ends 
and Deſigns in one Senſe are very different, yet ſtill carry- 
ing on one and the ſame glorious End and Deſign, viz. the 
—_— of loſt and undone Man by our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

There are ſome other (commonly called) circumſtantial 
Differences between theſe two Covenants, if we take the 
firſt Covenant (as it is commonly taken in Scriptures, as 
in the Epiſtles to the Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, 
as the ſame are expounded by Chriſtian Writers) for 
the whole Syſtem or Conſtitution of the Moſaic Ordi- 
nances, which we may obſerve in a few Words: as 

1. The Old Covenant conſiſted chiefly in temporal Pro- 
miſes, as of the Land of Canaan; the New of ſpiritual 
Promiſes, as Juſtification, the ſpiritual Canaan, &c. 
2. That was typical, ſhadowy, obſcure, a typical Prieſt- 
hood, Sacrifices, Tabernacle, &c. this more bright, clear, 
open, without Veils and Shadows, 

3. That received into Grace and Favour Believers 
looking at Chriſt to be exhibited, to come in the Fleſh, &c. 
In this Goſpel-Covenant, and Sacraments thereof, we ſee 


Chriſt already come, having ſuffered, riſen, aſcended, in- 


terceding, &c, | 
4. That was made to the Jews Nation only; this to 


al! People, Nations, and the whole Church of God, 


Eph. 3. 6. Pa | 
5. That was to continue till the time of the Reforma- 
tion, or coming of Chriſt ; this is to remain to the End 
of the World. | | 
6. That Covenant was proclaimed with Terror, Dark- 
neſs, and tremendous Majeſty, and filled the People with 
Conſternation, Exod. 19. 14-——20. and 20. 18, 19. this 
delivered with Grace, Mercy and Sweetneſs, Mat. 5. And 
thus we ſee the Identity or Sameneſs, and the Difference 
of theſe two Covenants, wherein they agree, and where- 
in they differ. I will here only ſubjoin what the judicious 
Dr. Horneck (on the Lord's Supper, pag. 193.) ſays, 
touching the Old Covenant made with the Jews, . 
Þ 8 9 1 
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New Evangelical Covenant, and the difference of each 
other. There is frequent mention made in Scripture of 
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the Old and New Covenant : By the Old is meant the 
Government or Compact God made by the Miniſtry of 
Moſes with the Iſraelites, as they were a Common- 
wealth, whereof God himſelf was pleas'd to be the 
King and Preſident. This Covenant was fitted to the 
(laviſh Temper of the People God had to deal withal; 
and as God promiſed them temporal Felicity, eating the 
Good of the Land, a plentiful Harveſt, Increaſe of their 
Kine and Cattle, full Barns, and a rich Vintage, Mul- 
titude of Children, and Protection from their temporal 
Enemies; ſo it requir'd in the Confederates or Jewifh 
People, an exact Compliance of their outward Man 
with the Precepts, Laws and Statutes God appointed 
and gave them: The New Covenant is that Compact 
which God makes with Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt, where- 
in he promiſes to admit ſincere Believers into his ſpecial 
Favour, and for Chriſt's ſake to beſtow upon them the 
Riches of Grace and Glory ; and on our fide requires 
renouncing all Love to a finful Life, and Reſignation of 
our Souls, Spirits and Bodies to his Will and Govern- 
ment. It's called new, in oppoſition to the civil or po- 
litical Covenant God made with the Jewiſh People, as 
they were a Nation immediately under his Juriſdiction ; 
for both the Promiſes and Obedience under that Di- 
penſation were different from the Promiſes and Obe- 
dience of the other: One promiſing temporal Bleſſings, 
and requiring external Obedience; the other promiſing 
ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings, and requiring internal 
and fincere Obedience, And tho the New Covenant, 
which God made with the People under the Goſpel, 
had its Beginning already in Adam's Time, immediately 
after the Fall, and was again publiſh'd in the Days of 
Abraham : yet, notwithſtanding all this, it may be juſtly 
called New, becauſe of the clear and full Revelation of 
it, when Chriſt the Foundation of it appear'd, and by 
his Death confirmed all the Predictions, Prophecies, 
Types and Prefigurations of it, before and under the 
Law of Moſes : For then was made a new Publication 
of it, new Witneſſes were made uſe of, and new Mo- 
tives and Encouragements were given, and new Sacra- 
ments, as Seals of their Covenant, were added.“ | 
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CHAP. V. 


Whether this Covenant has any Conditions in it, or be an ab- 
' . ſolute Promiſe or Teſtament 7; and if it be conditional, 
what are the Conditions thereof, 
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ment, and will not endure the Name of Condition; 
every thing in this Teſtament are Parts of it, and no Con- 
dition, as Faith, Repentance, a new Heart, &c. So ſays 
Dr, Criſp, Mr. William Eyre, and ſome others: but tis vain 
and inſignificant to ſet learned Men againſt learned Men 


in the preſent Diſpute z only to obſerve, the far greater 


Number, nay, almoſt all the beſt and ableſt Divines, 
(even thoſe of Mr, Calvin's Judgment himſelf, in the point 


of Predeſtination) do as it were, aue ore, with one Con- 


ſent, aſſert this Covenant to be a conditional one, and 


that Conditions are imply'd in it. Moſt of the late re- 


formed Divines in Germany, moſt of our own late Eng- 
liſh Divines, and now of late the beſt and ableſt of the 
Charch of England Divines, ſay the ſame. If it was ma- 
terial, I could cite a great Number of thoſe who have 
been always eſteemed the moſt orthodox Writers, that 
have aſſerted Conditions to be in this Covenant. | 
For my own part, if I take the Covenant of Grace toge- 
ther and in all its Parts, and compare Scripture with 
Scripture, and not take it by plece-meal, as ſome do, 
I can ſee and underſtand it no other than a conditional 
Covenant, from the following Conſiderations. | 
- 1. The Mercies promiſed are offered to Men, not ab- 
ſolutely; but on Conditions, to God's People, Lev. 26. 


3, 12. If ye walk in my Statutes, and keey my Command- 


ments, and do them 1 will walk among you, and 


will be your Goa, and ye ſhall be my People. Compared with 


2 Cor, 6. 17, erefore come out from among them, and be 


ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, 
9, 10, &c, Rom. 10. 


and 1 will receive you. Mat. 22. 2, 3, | 
9. That if thou alt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, 


aud ſhalt believe in thine Heart that God hath raiſed bim 


from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
3 | 2. Men 


QGOME will have this an abſolute Promiſe or Teſla- 
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2. Men themſelves are ſaid to make a Covenant, or en- 
ter into Covenant with God, Deut. 29. 10, 12, Te ſtand all 
of you this Day before the Lord; That thou ſhoulaſt enter into 

Covenant with the Lord thy God, and into his Oath, &c. So 
Abraham's Covenant had a Condition, Gen. 17. 1. Viz, walk- 
ing before God in Obedience, Pal. 50. 5. To perform Cove- 
nant. 2 Chron. 34. 31. To take hold of his Covenant. 
Iſaiah 56. 4. To lye to God in their Hearts in Covenant. 
Pal. 80 36, 37. 75 forſake the Covenant, Dan. 11, 30. To 
break the everlaſting Covenant, Iſa. 24. 5: Jer. 50. 5. To 
join themſelves in the Lord in Covenant, a, 20. 37. which 
Expreſſions declare it to be conditional, Sin, Diſobe- 
dience and Unbelief, are faid to bar and obſtruct our In- 
tereſt in the Covenant, John 3. alt. the Affirmative and 
Negative are there expreſs'd. And Faith and Obedience 
give Intereſt in it, A& 10. 43. and Atts 8. 37. If thou 
helieveſt with all thy Heart; all which implys Conditions. 
Nor does the Conditionality of the Covenant of Grace any 
way turn it into a Covenant of Works, as ſome ſuppoſe, 
or render it no better than the Firſt or Old Covenant, for 
the following Reaſons, E | 

1. The Conditions of Faith, and Obedience are not at 
all performed by Strength. of Nature, or Man's Free-will, 
or by Nature's Ability, but by the pure, ſole, free Grace 
and Spirit of God: So that the New Covenant is a Dif- 
penſation of Grace, tho Duties are required. 

2. The Conditions performed by us have no Merit or 
Deſert in them: Grace and Duty can have a Connexion 
or Agreement together, but Grace and Merits are abſo- 
lutely contrary and inconſiſtent, 

3. The Bleſlings of Pardon, Juftification, and Heaven, 
are free and unmerited, and not given for the ſake of us, 
but only for Chriſt's fake, and his Purchaſe. It's to me very 
plain, a Man by his laſt Will and Teſtament may bequeath 
to me an Eſtate of 500 l. per Ann. under ſome certain 
Proviſo or Condition, that I ſhall yearly do ſuch or ſuch a 
thing in order to the Enjoyment of it; and tho the ſame no 
ways leſſens the Gratuity of the Donor or Teſtator to me, 
'tis nevertheleſs of his Bounty, tho he impoſes on me 4 
Duty upon the Settlement thereof: So it is here, there's not 
only an infinite Diſproportion between the Duty and the 
Rewards, but there's no Proportion at all between them. 

It appears plainly, by the Expreſſions in Scripture, 
What the Conditions of this New Covenant are. | 

e F 1. Faith, 
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1. Faith, as appears by the following Scriptures, Joh. 3. 
18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned : but he 
that believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath 
not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God. 
John 8. 24. J ſaid therefore unto you, that ye ſhall die in 
your Sens: for 7 2 believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die 
in your Sins. S 16. 31, Mark 1. 15. Acts 3. 16. Gen. 
15. 6. Jude 5. 1 Pet. 2.6. | ; | 

2. Repentance, Acts 2. 38. ch, 17. 30. ch. 20, 21. Then 
Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins; 
and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt.” Mark 1, 15. 


Mark 6. 12, Luke 13. 3. Acts 26. 20, firſt Repentance, and 


then Remiſlion of Sins. Luke 24. 47. 2 Pet. 3. g. 

3. Obedience or Holineſs of Life, Heb. 12. 14. Follow 
Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, without which no Man 
fhall ſee the Lord. Ia. 36. 26. Jam. 2, from 14 to the end. 


So Faith is called the Obedience of Faith, Rom. 16, 26. 


Heb, 11.8. Abraham obeyed, not knowing whither he went. 
2 Theſſ. 1. 8. Aud that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Obey the Truth, Gal. 3. 1. and 5. 7. Obe- 
dient Children, 1 Pet. 1. 14. And indeed, all the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel are but one Condition of this Co- 
venant, not a Condition of perfect Obedience for Righ- 
teouſneſs and Juſtification, but Sincerity and Uprightneſs, 
according to the Tenor of the Goſpel. See Heb. I2, 25. 
See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaks from Heaven; 10 
Gal. 6. 7. What a Man ſows, he ſhall alſo reap. 

4. Divine Thrextnings in the Word of God, prove it 
to be conditional: [What ſball the End be of them that obe 
not the Goſpel of God ? 1 Pet. 4. 17. Sce 2 Thefl, 1. 8. 
Taking Vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

5. Perſeverance in Faith and Holineſs or Obedience: 
many Texts in Scripture prove this, and they are and 


\ include Goſpel-Promiſes, Rev, 2. 10. Be faithful unto 


Death, &c, 2 Tim, 4. 7. 1 have fought a good Fight, I have 
Trniſh'd my Courſe, I have kept the Faith, 1 Pet. 5. 9. Whom 
reſiſt, ftedſaſt in the Faith, &c. All the Exhortations in 


Scripture to Conſtancy, Stedfaſtneſs and Perſeverance, are 


of the ſame import; and fo are the 'Threatnings againſt 
Apoltacy and Backlliding. The Goſpel declares that thoſe 
Who are Apoft ates, ungodly, diſobedient, all not obtain Hea- 


2482 andGlor, Heb. 10. 38, 39. Eph. 5. 6. Let no Man de- 
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* ceive you with vain Words : for becauſe of theſe things cometh 


the Wrath of God upon the Children of Diſobedience. And 


this is not the Language of the Law of Works only, but 


of the Goſpel or New Covenant, whereby it appears the 


Goſpel is-a- Conſtitution of Grace and Mercy, and yet 


; contains Commands of Holineſs and Obedience, and 


Threatnings againſt Unbelief, Sin and Diſobedience; and 
that to all Men without Exception, But further, let two 
things be obſerved, 

1, That Covenant which contains Commands as well 
as Promiſes, * muſt have a Stipulation on both Parts: 
when a Command is annexed to a Promiſe, it's not 
abſolute but conditional, and ſach is the New Co- 
venant, as appears from the Tenor of it all .over the 
Bible ; God not only promiſes what he will be to, or do 
for, his People, but commands Duty to be performed. 
So in that Covenant, Gen. 17. the Duty of Abraham is 
not only  imply'd but expreſs'd, ver. 3. Walk before me 
and be thou perfect; and the Words, I will be aGod to thee 
and thy Seed after thee, ver. 7. import what God will be 
to his People, and what he will do for them, viz, par- 
don their Sins, adopt them into his Family, have a pa- 
ternal Care over them, do every thing for them like a 
God, a Father, a Husband ; but then Abraham muſt walk 

rfectly before God, i. e. ſincerely and uprightly, he and 

is Seed mult keep God's Covenant in their Generations, So 
Lev. 26. 3 God (by his Servant Moſes expounding and 
3 ing, as it were, on his Covenant with Jfrael) 
ays, ver. 3. F ye walk in my Statutes, and keep my Com- 
mand ments and do them: and ver. 4. Then I will give yon 
Rain in due Seaſon : and ver. 11. J will ſet my Tabernacle 
among you, and my Soul ſhall not abhor you : and ver. 12. 
I will walk among you, and I will be your God, and ye ſhall 
be my People. See alſo Fer, 7. 23. and 11. 4. Deut. 26, 17, 
5 which Places are Explanations of God's Covenant with 
them. a | 

2. If God forbids the Breach of this Covenant, and 
commands us to obſerve and keep it, and we are oblig'd 
ſo to do, then it mult needs have Conditions: But ſo he 
does often in the Holy Scriptures, ſo to Abraham, My 
Covenant ſhalt thou keep, Gen, 17. 9. and Pal. 132. 12. Pſal. 
25. 10. All the Paths of the Lord are Mercy and Truth, 
unto ſuch as keep his Covenant, and his Teſtimonies : and Pſat. 
103. 18. To ſuch as keep his * and to thoſe that re- 
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member his Commandments to do them. And tho the Word 
Condition is not (yllabically expreſs'd in Scripture, yet it 


is fully implied, in Places without Number there: And 


here is in this Covenant, as in the Old, eſtabliſh'd an in- 


ſeparable Connexion between Duty and Felicity. 
Hence it is plain, as many Divines obſetve,, that alto 


the Duty required on Man's Part in the Covenant, is not 


ſo plainly and diſtinctly mentioned and ſer down therein, 
as the Promiſe on God's Part ſometimes is, yet. the ſame 


is always ſtrongly implied and ſuppoſed ;, ſo undoubtedly 


it was in that firſt Promiſe to Adam, Gen. 3. 15, And a 
learned * Man obſerves this as a general Rule to be ob- 


ſerved for the right Underſtanding of. the Nature of the 


Covenant, viz. That tho in the Form thereof Man's Pro- 
wiſe of Duty is not always expreſly ſet down, yet it is 


always implied and underſtood, - 


But it is uſually objected, That the Words of the Co- 
venant are laid down and delivered as expreſs uncondi- 


tional Promiſes, wiz, f Iwill give a nem Heart, put my Spi- 


rit within you, take away the ſtony Heart, &c. implying no 
Conditions to be in it. To this I think it may be an- 


ſwered: | 55 21 Gf: 
That the Scriptures alſo, ſay ,. Male you-a nem Heart and 


a new Spirit, Ezek. 18. 3 1. Turn your ſelves and live, ver, 2 3. 
Cleanſe your Hands ye Sinners, purify your, Hearts ye doulle- 


minded, Jam. 4.8. Turn ye even to me with all your Hearts, 
and with Faſting, and with Weeping, aud. with Mourning, 
Joel 2. 12, | 


By all or any of which and the like Expreſſions, we 
are not to underſtand that it is at a in Man's Power or 


Ability to do theſe things of and from himſelf, or that 


by his own Strength, or free Will, he can perform them: 


they prove only, that there's a Duty in us to join our 
Endeavours, and to co-operate with the Grace of God 
in theſe Works, and that his Grace and Aſſiſtance is not 
nor will be wanting to us, but is every ways ſufficient 
for us in doing whatever the Goſpel- Covenant requires 
of us: and this, as I take it, is no Diminution or Leſ- 


9 


' 


In formula ſeederis non ſemper expreſſes ponitur reſponſio hos 


minis, ſemper tamen eſt ſubintelligenda yi relationiss Alſtedii Theol. 
Schol. C. 4. S. 4. | 
T Jer. 31. 33. Exel. 36. 
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(6370 
ſening the Glory of the free Grace of God. And ſo the 
Expreſſions aſoreſaid, Fer. 31. Exel. 36. Heb. 8. which are 
mentioned in expreſs Terms, of God's giving a new Heart, 
his changing and converting, his taking away the ſtony 
Heart, do-not imply ſuch Re s of Promiſe as 
ſome take them to be underſtood, that God: engages him- 


- ſelf to draw out the Arm of his Omnipotence, to beget 


Faith and Repentance, or by his inſuperable Grace to ef- 
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.— fe thoſe things in Men, againſt all Ney whatſoever 
to the contrary, and that it's not in t 


e Power of Men or 
Devils to-.obſtru&. them: ſuch Conſtructions of theſe 
Places, ſet the Scriptures at perfect Hoſtility, and make 
them unhappih to militate with, and contradict one ano- 
ther. But if we conſider the Idiom and common Dia- 
lect of Scripture, and duly compare Places and Expreſ- 
ſions therein one with another, we ſhall find the Places 
forecited, which look like abſolate Promiſes of God's 
effecting or doing theſe. things in Men, in an inſuperable, 
infruſtrable and irreſiſtible Manner, only mean, and are 
to be underſtood of his doing them in ſach a way and 
manner as is ſuitable to his Wiſdom and Grace, the State 
and Condition of his Creature, and in ſuch a manner as 
is declared by other Expreſſions in his Word, They are 
to be underſtood only of God's affording powerful and 
proper Means for the doing them, his vouchſafing and 
exhibiting to Men Aſſiſtances, Opportunities, Strength, 
Grace and Abilities, proper, ſuitable and neceſſary, to 
effect theſe things in Men in order to their Salvation; 
which if they are neglected, obſtructed and effect not 
or produce not Mens Happineſs and Salvation, Man's De- 
ſtruction is wholly of and from himſelf, and the Cove- 
nant on God's Part not at all infringed or broken. And 
yet there are no real Contradictions in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; theſe Mercies are expreſs'd in poſitive Terms to be 
done, to ſhew us that Grace grows not in Nature's Gar- 
den, That Man can do nothing of and from himſelf, God 
zs the Author and Finiſher of. a Believer's Faith, All Grace 
is wholly of him, and ſtom him, and all the Glory for 
the ſame is wholly due unto him: as 1 Cor. 4.7. For, who 
maketh thee to differ from another? and what haſt thou that 
thou didſt not receive? Now if thou didſt receive it, why 
doeſt thou glory as if thou haſt not received it? That yet 
the Lord opens the Heart, the Lord opens the Eyes, converts 
the Soul, ſubdues Sin, makes new Creatures, works all in 

1 us, 
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us, does all for us by his Grace, according to his good 
Pleaſure : But yet Men * rejett Chriſt himſelf and his Nord, 
they reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, reject the Counſel of God, and 


the Knowledge of God, to their own Deſtruttion, and that 
not by any Preordination or poſitive Decree of God to 


the contrary, but of their own perverſe Wills, againſt 


what may be call'd real, ſufficient and true Grace af- 
forded them, whereby they might have been eternally 
4 * So then I conclude, God in his Mercy and Good- 
neſs, when he by his New Covenant of Grace calls upon 
every or any Man, that is a Sinner, to repent, believe 
and obey, that he deſigns and determines to beſtow, and 
does give and beſtow on him Grace neceſſary and ſuffi- 


cient for him to repent, believe and obey, 2 Pet. I. 3,4. 


Exel. 11. 19. John 5. 34, 40. tho this Grace is ineffectual 
upon him, as to his Salvation, So that Diſt inction of com- 
mon and ſaving Grace is, to me, a Figment of Mens 


Brains, that has no manner of Foundation in the Holy 
Scripture ; for all Grace that God gives to a Sinner, has 
a direct and proper Tendency in it ſelf, and is deſigned of 


God to convert him and eternally ſave him: And it is 
Men that (wickedly) turn the Grace of God into Laſci- 
wviouſneſs, Jude 4. Pars. 

The common Notion, received among many, of this 
Covenant, indeed is, that it is made with a certain definite 
Number of Men, called the Elect, perſonally conſidered, 
whom God has given to Chriſt to redeem, to whom he 


all the reſt of Men and Women are excluded, and that by 
an eternal and irreverſible Decree of Reprobation : to 
theſe, they ſay, God has determined not to give Faith, 
Repentance, or a new Heart; or, which is the ſame, not 
to give them the Condition or Power to fulfil the Con- 
ditions of the Covenant; God has (they ſay) made no Pro- 
mile to them therein or thereby, having, as they ſuppoſe, 
no Intereſt in redeeming Mercy. Give me leave to give 


will infallibly give Repentance, Faith and Salvation; and 


you the Words of three Authors, two of them great Di- 


vines, and the other a learned Gentleman, and whom I will 


acknowledge to be eminently learned and gracious Men, 


+ Treat, of Divin. lib. 3. p. 9. p 
| | © with 


but, to me, all eminently learned and holy Men are not al- 
ways in the right: Mr.f Leigh ſays, © But God has ſet down WY 
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© with himſelf, from all Eternity, who ſhall lay hold on 
© Chriſt to Salvation, and who not.'—— And pag. 11. he 
ſays, * Quarrel not with God's Juſtice, becauſe he hath 
© determin'd not to give Grace to ſome; he means God 
has eternally determin'd it. Dr. * Owen, ſpeaking of the 
New Covenant, and to and with whom it is made, ſays, 
© [t was not made to all univerſally, but particularly 
© with ſome only, and thoſe alone intended in the Benefits 
c of the Death of Chriſt, p. 103. and p. 104, It is not made 
with all, nor is the Compaſs thereof to be extended be- 
£ yond the Remnant that are according to Election.“ And 
p. 110. ſpeaking of Faith and Repentance, which are called 


Conditions of the Covenant, according to the Arminian 


Doctrine (as he terms it) he then ſays thus, © In brief, an 
Intention of doing good anto any one, upon the Perfor- 
£ mance of ſuch a Condition as the Intender knows is abſo- 
© lutely above the Strength of him of whom it is required, 
© (eſpecially if he knows that it can no way be done but 
© by his Concurrence, and he is reſolved not to yield that 
© Aſſiſtance which is neceſſary to the actual Accompliſhment 
of it) is a vain fruitleſs Flouriſn; that Chriſt then ſhould 
© obtain of his Father eternal Redemption, and the Lord 
£ ſhould, thro his Son, intend it for them, who ſhall ne- 
© ver be made Partakers of it, becauſe they cannot per- 
© form, and God and Chriſt have purpoſed not to beſtow 
© the Condition, on which alone it is to be made actually 


© theirs, is unworthy of Chriſt, and unprofitable to them 


© for whom it is obtained,” And ſpeaking of the Offer 
or Propoſal of Grace and Salvation, which he ſays the Ar- 
minians ſay, is for all, or intended on condition of Faith 
and Obedience, he adds, p. 191. But did the Lord fore- 
© know whether the Condition would be fulfilled by them 
© to whom the Propoſal was made, or not? If not, where 


© is his Preſcience, his Omniſcience? If he did, how can 


* he be ſaid to intend Salvation to them, of whom he 
© certainly knew, that they would never -fulfil the Con- 


dition on which it was to be attained ; and moreover 


© knew it with this Circumſtance, that the Condition was 


not to be attained without his beſtowing, and that he 


had determined not to beſtow it? Would they aſcribe 
* ſuch a Will and Parpoſe to a wiſe Man, as they do ig- 
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© norantly and preſumptuoully to the only wiſe Cod, 
* viz, that he ſhould intend to have a thing done upon 
© the Performance of ſich a Condition, as he knew _ 
* well, without him, could never be performed, and he 
© had fully reſolved not to effect it? And refſecting on, 
or explaining 2 Pet. 3.9. he infers, that the All that God 
would have to come to Repentance there, is only the 
All of God's Elect, whom God has given to Chriſt to 
redeem, as he means; and then he adds thus, p. 234. © I 
© ſhall not need add any thing concerning the Contra- 
« ditions, and inextricable Difficulties, wherewith the 
t<oppoſite Interpretation is accompanied; (as, that God 
mould will ſuch to come to Repentance, as he cuts off in 
their Infancy out of the Covenant, ſuch as he hateth 
from Eternity, from whom ke hideth the means of Grace, 
© to whom he will not give Repentance, and yet knoweth 
© that it is utterly impoſſible they ſhould have it with- 
© out his beſtowing) the Text is clear, that it is all and 
© only the Ele& whom he would not have to periſh.” 
And it's the Senſe of that great Man all over the ſame 
Book, and of all our adverſe Brethren, That the Blood 
of Chriſt purchaſeth nothing, this Covenant of Grace 
promiſes nothing to the Præterite or non Elett. And 
indeed how ſhould the Covenant of Grace promiſe Sal- 
vation to thoſe for whom Chriſt never died, nor ever 
intended they ſhould be ſaved by his Death, bat before 
all time (as they ſay) determined their Damnation, and 
to withhold that Grace from them whereby they might 
believe and +: rag The other Author is that Great 


Divine Mr. Perkins, once the Eye of the Univerſity of 


Cambridge, as he is called, who fays thus in his Expoſition 
on the Apoſtles Creed, p. 396. And here a ſpecial Rule to 
be remember'd is this, Thoſe who are ordain'd to juſt 
© Damnation, are likewiſe ordain'd to be left to themſelves 
© in this World, in Blindneſs of Mind, and Hardneſs of 
Heart, ſo as they neither ſhall nor will repent of their 
© Sins, Now whether theſe Expreſſions are the Doctrine 
of the Holy Jeſus, or any ways conſonant thereto, or 
whether they are not rather Aſſertions of poor miſtaken 
mortal Men, (tho holy and learned} labouring under a 
Tad Diſtemper in their Judgments in the Cafe before ns, 
1 mult leave my Reader to conſider. And thus we find 
ſome Men have imbib'd ſuch Notions of this Covenant, 


as that God has not nor does thereby promiſe or afford 
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| 3 
by lis Goſpel and his Spirit to Millions of Souls, any or 


"*X ſuch effectual Grace whereby they may or can be even- 
* tually faved ; but that notwithſtanding he has fo plenti- 
fully declared in his Word, he would have all Men to be 


ſaved and to come to the Knowledge of his Truth, yet he 


has a ſecret Will, and an eternal Determination within 

> himſelf, not to give them the Grace or Bleſſings of this 

Covenant, and that rey ſhall never have that Grace to 
2 


lay hold on it whereby they can be ſaved, but are excluded 
from it by a poſitive Decree made from Eternity. Such 
Notions of the Goſpel of the Grace of God, or ſuch kind 
of Doctrine, I never find a tittle of preached by Chriſt 


or his Apoſtles to poor Sinners: but to me is directly 
= contrary and repugnant to the Whole Purport, Tenor, 


true Intent and Meaning of it, as (conſidered and taken 


= wholly and together) it is laid down and delivered in the 
= great Charter of Heaven. Now againſt, and in con- 
tradiction to the aforeſaid learned Authors, and a hundred 
more of the ſame Mind, (and with defe 

*” Judgments) I will only ſet down the Judgment but of 
the great Arch-biſhop Tillotſon, whole Words have ſo 
much Weight of Truth in them, that they will weigh. 
= down all the others of them, if put into the Ballance of 
the Sanctuary: he ſays thus, * © For God who is the 


erence to their 


over of Souls (as the Son of Hrach calls him) tho he 


may put ſome Men under more difficult Circumſtances of 
> © becoming good than others, yet he leaves no Man un- 
= © der & fatal Neceſſity of being wicked, and perifhing 
* © everlaſtingly. He tenderly conſiders every Man's Caſe 

and Circumftances, and it is we that pull Deſtruction 
Al upon our ſelyes with the Works of our own Hands, But 


© as ſore as God is good and juſt, no Man in the World is 


2 © ruin'd for want of having ſufficient Help and Aid af- 


F forded to him by God for his Recovery.” And here is 
the unhappy Miſtake of many, becauſe the Scriptures 


ſay, Eph. 2.8. Faith is the Gift of God, and Phil. 1. 29. 


2 
0 you it is given in the behalf of Chriſt not only to believe, 
&c. therefore they infer, Faith and other Graces are not 


nor will be given to many Men, and that God has by his 


eternal Purpoſe decreed not to beſtow them on Men. To 
this it may be in ſhort reply'd, that thoſe and the like 
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Phraſes in Scripture, breathe not an Air of any ſuch Doc- 
trine. Indeed no Man can have Salvation as the End, nor 
Grace as the Means, unleſs God is pleaſed to give it: 
but I never find in Holy Scripture, any thing whereby 
God has expreſs'd himſelf not willing to give Grace to 
Sinners, or that he does deny it, unleſs they firſt, and 
very often, moſt prodigioully and obſtinately and from 
time to time have refus'd it, I conceive it to be a ſtable 
Truth, That every Man's eternal Miſery will come upon 
him, only for rejecting Chriſt and Grace prepared and 
provided for him, and not becauſe God withheld Chriſt 
and Grace from him, whereby he muſt of neceſſity be 
ſo. The Import of the Scriptures laſt mentioned, and 
others of the like nature, only prove and give us to un- 
derſtand, that Faith and all other Graces are of and from 
God, upon the account of Chriſt's Death and Mediation: 
our Faith and all other Graces are not of and from our 
own Strength, or from Nature, but from him they come 
freely as from an inexhauſtible Spring or Fountain, and 
from him we muſt have them and no where elſe; but 
that God has determin'd and ſet it down in the Volume 
of his eternal Decree, not to give Grace to many Men, 
or to any Man or Sinner, or not to give Chriſt to die 
for them, to purchaſe any Grace for them ſufficient where- 
by they may be ſaved, I believe is not, nor, with any to- 
lerable Reaſon, can be inferred from thoſe or any Scrip- 
ture whatſoever, but is directly contrary to the numerous 
Promiſes of God made to every Sinner, and which ſtand 
upon Record there. 

Obj. But ſay ſome, a conditional Covenant leaves all at 
uncertainty, procures nothing, promiſes nothing; and if 
it be. not an abſolute Promiſe, it would fail of the End, 
there would be none effectually called, none would be 
converted or ſaved, God would have no Church, all 
Chriſt's Blood would be ſhed in vain, &. 

To this I humbly reply, That all theſe are vain Sup- 
politions, without any Ground or Foundation of Reaſon ; 
it is of near alliance with the fooliſh Proverb, ad illos 
redis qui dicunt, quid fi Cælum ruat ? if the Sky falls we ſhall 
catch Larks : It ſuppoſes that which cannot with any Rea- 
ſon be ſuppoſed. We may open this by an apt Simili- 
tude : 'There are a Company of poor wretched Captives, 
Traitors and Priſoners, needy, impotent, helpleſs, ſtarved, 
hungry, blind, maimed, vaſtly indebted too; and a 

d | Prince 


4 7 
1 9 
* 
1 7 : 
* N 


" 
* 8 


4 : ö 
* 46.5.4 
* 9 7 

= " * T* 


t 


( 43 ) 


Prince or Potentate has of his free Bounty and Commiſera- 
tion ſent his own Son to die in their ſtead, to redeem them, 
has paid their Debts, ſet wide open the Priſon Doors, 
lends his Hands to the Lame and Decrepid, and offers 
them farther a competent and fair Eſtate, if they'll 
come out of Priſon, accept his Benevolence with Thank- 
fulneſs ; and yet all of them will be ſo prodigiouſly wil- 
ful, ſtupid, and ſenſeleſs, that not one of them will come 
out or accept the offered Grace and Bounty, This Sup- 
poſition is a very improbable one, and even next to an 
Impoſſibility, and without any Reaſon : but ſuppoſe it 
ſhould fo fall out, is it any Reflection upon the Grace or 
Mercy of the Prince or Benefactor, altho they all lie 
there and periſh? So can it be ſuppoſed that God ſhould 
ſend his Son to redeem a World of Sinners, Captives, 
Slaves, Traitors in Priſon, poor, miſerable, blind, and 
naked, and ſhould ſet open the Priſon Doors, call them 
by Meſſenger upon Meſſenger from time to time, knock 
off their Chains and Fetters, give them every way ample 
and ſufficient Grace, and help them to come out of this 
their miſerable State, and yet none of them ſhould or 
would comply with and accept the offered Kindneſs and 
Mercy? Such a Suppoſition, Hay. is vain, and cannot be 
imagined with any Colour of Reaſon, and ſuppoſes that 
which may be ſaid to be impoſſible. SEE 
But to our preſent Caſe, we ſay the Covenant, tho con- 
ditional, leaves nothing uncertain, but God promiſes in it 
and gives to his Creature ſufficient Grace neceſſary to his 
Salvation; I mean, it leaves nothing at any further un- 
certainty than his infinite Wiſdom has thought fit to leave 
a matter of ſuch vaſt import as the Salvation of Men, If 
it promiſes inſuperable and invincible Grace, and Perſe- 
verance to ſome or any, I'll not quarrel with my adverſe 
Brethren ; but if it promiſe and afford a Sufficiency of 
Grace and Means of Salvation to all Men, which Faith I 
am contending for, it is what I deſire, and to me very 
clearly appears in the Holy Scripture, and has been before 
ſufficiently proved thereby to be the Tenor of God's Co- 
venant of Grace, as it is there contained, expreſs'd and 
declared, I'll here only add the Words of a grave Di- 
vine*, who indeed ſeems to be in his Judgment, (like many, 
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in thoſe Days) as his Expreſſions ſometimes intimate, for 
the Covenant's being an abſolute Promiſe z and again ſome- 
times clear the contrary. Speaking of the Nature of a Co- 
venant he ſays, © It ſtands in the Articles or Agreement 
£ in ſuch Promiſes as are given and accepted to and fro, 
© if the Covenant be kept, together with a certain Sanc- 
© tion and Forfeiture if they keep it not. And this he 

eans is the Nature of God's Covenant of Grace, and 
2ys, © God is ready to make a Covenant with us, learn 
© we to be as ready on the other ſide to ſmite the Co- 
© venant with God, to keep it, improve and make uſe 
© "of It Why are we not as ready ? why do we not 
© ſalute and embrace the Promiſes afar off? And again, 
* Why do we not lay hold upon the Hint, and even chear- 
fully and joyfully paſs into the Covenant? 


CHAP. VI. 
Shewing that it is a Covenant of Promiſe or a free Covenant, 
the Bleſſings promiſed are given freely and gratuitouſly, 


not of Merit or Deſert but of Grace, they being bequeath'd 
by Chriſt's Teſtament to Believers. | 


T 18 Covenant of Grace or Goſpel Promiſe is free; 
that is, the Bleſſings and Privileges thereof are freely 
given and beſtowed upon us for Chriſt's ſake. 

So much has been ſaid before, which might have come 
under this Head of Diſcourſe, that I may diſmiſs what 
is to be ſaid of it further in few Words, to avoid 9 
tition. Tis plain all things are of free Gift by Chriſt's 
Purchaſe and Merit, there's no Merit or Deſert of Grace 
in us; what we have to do is, to accept and receive 
its ineſtimable Bleſſings: for we are nothing, have no- 
thing, can do nothing, deſerve nothing; we can buy no- 
thing, purchaſe or procure nothing by our Faith or Obe- 
dience; When we have done all, we are unprofitable Servants, 
Luke 17. 10. | 

1. Faith and the Means of Believing is Gift, Ep. 2. 8. 
For by Grace ye are ſaved, thro Faith, and that not of your 
ſelves, it is the Gift of God. So allo Phil. 1. 29. For unto 
you it is given in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to believe on 
him, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake, | 1 
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2. The Love of God is free, Hof. 14. 4. 1 will heal their 
Back/liding, I will love them freely, &c. It's prior to ours, 
1 John 4. 19. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. 

3. Adoption is free iT 3. 1. Behold, what manner of 
Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be 
called the Sons of God : therefore the World knoweth us not, 
becauſe it knew him not. f | 

4. Righteouſneſs and Juſtification are free, Rom. 4. 16. 
Therefore it is of Faith, that it might be by Grace, to the end 
the Promiſe might be ſure to all the Seed: and ch. 3. 24. Be- 
ing juſtified freely by his Grace, thro the Redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt. I. 43.25. I, even I, am he, that blatteth out 
2 eee for mine own ſake, and will not remember 
tby Sins. FH 

5. Redemption and Remiſſion of Sin are free, Eph. 1. 7. 

6. Election is free, Eph, 15. 6. So it's called the Election 
of Grace, Rom. 11. 5, Even ſo then at this preſent time alſo 
there is a Remnant according to the Election of Grace: 

7. Calling by Grace, 2 Tim. 1. 9. Who hath ſaved us, 
and called us with an holy Calling, not according to our 
Works, but according to his own Purpoſe and Grace. 

8. Perſeverance, 1 Pet. 1, 5. Who are kept by the Power 
of God thro Faith unto Salvation. | 

9. Spiritual things of all kinds, 1 Cor. 2. 12. That we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God, 

10. Heaven and eternal Life are a Gift, Rom. 6. 23. For 


the Wages of Sin is Death; but the Gift F God is eternal 


Life, thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Hence by way of Emi- 
nency the Covenant is called the Covenant of Grace, be. 
cauſe the God of Grace made it; it reveals abundance, 
yea Riches of Grace; it is a Charter of free Grace, 
whereby great and innumerable Bleſſings are freely and 


. Eraciouſly granted and conveyed to us, Mherely are given 


unto us exceeding great and precious Promiſes, 2 Pet, 1, 4. 
And Intereſt and Duty oblige us to accept them. So 
that to aſſert the Conditionality of the Covenant of 
Grace, is not at all repugnant, or contradictory to the 
Fulneſs and Freeneſs of the Grace of God. Nor are any 
Conditions to be performed by Man's own Power or 
Strength, which we utterly diſclaim, but by the powerful 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace and Holy Spirit, which we fay 
God never denies or withholds from his Creature Man, 
to perform whatever he commands him to do, or requires 
of him in order to his Salvation. And this, to me, is the 


n 


— wa TT 


chaſes, and a whole Train of Mercies, nay all Mercies in 


( 46 ) 
true Notion of the Doctrine of the free Grace of God, 
that it's both promiſed and given in this new Goſpel- Co- 


venant, and not withdrawn from any Sinner till wilfully 


and obſtinately withſtood and 'abuſed, whereby he un- 
happily miſcarries. 


LASASSSHASSS HAS SGAGSSAS SS 


CHAP. VIL 
What are the Bleſſings of this Covenant. 


I AM now to conſider what are the Bleſſings contained 
in this Covenant, And by what is contained under 
the laſt Head, we have already ſeen, in part, what they 
are; I will only add, If, as has been ſaid, the Covenant 
of Grace comprizes in it many or all the Promiſes con- 
tained in the Book of God, then it comprizes in it all 
temporal, ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings; all Mercies of 
the upper and nether Springs are included in it for a Be- 
liever's Comfort, in all States and Conditions; and yet 
ſtill, many or molt of them under thoſe Proviſos and 
Conditions as herein before in part are ſpecify'd : all ex- 


ternal Bleſſings, Food and Raiment, Bread and Water, 
Iſa. 33. 16. his Bread ſhall be given, Pal, 37. 25. Mat. 6. 33. 


All theſe, i.e. all theſe temporal things, ſhall be added to 


50% And theſe precious Promiſes are Comforts to Be- 


lievers who commonly are of low Circumſtances, and 
many times in Wants and Straits in this World. But 
principally and eſpecially God promiſes or gives himſelf in 


this Covenant, Gen. 17.7. I will be thy God : a comprehen- 
five Promiſe, which includes all Relations that God ſtands 


in to his People, and ſhews what he can and will do for 
them; he is a Friend, a Husbind, a Brother, a Portion, 
nay every thing. All his Attributes and Perfections, his 
Eyes (i. c. his Wiſdom and Care) run to and fro the 
Earth to guide and direct as, his Arm or Power is ours 
to ſupport us and protect us, his Bowels, his tender Com- 
paſſions ours to pity us; Chriſt is given to us in this Co- 
venant, He that ſpared not his own Son but delivered him 
up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 
all things? Rom. 8. 32, Chriſt himſelf and all his Pur- 


him 
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him and by him : His Righteouſneſs, as a Robe, is ours 
to cover us; his Blood is ours as a Laver to waſh us; his 
Holy Spirit is ours to guide and direct us: All that he did 
in his State of Humiliation on Earth, and what he's now 
doing in his State of Exaltation in Heaven, by Interceſ- 
ſion was, as it were, naſtro loco, and naſtro bono, in our 
laces and ſtead, or ſome way for our good, and for our 
Likes He is made unto us of God, as that comprehenſive 
Text expreſſes it, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, 
and Santtification, and Redemption. 

The Spirit of God is promiſed and given in this Cove- 
nant; and this is a great and choice New Covenant Bleſ- 
ſing and Mercy; and whoſoever has this Spirit, he may 
be aſſured he is in this Covenant. I will put my Spirit 
within you, Ezek. 36. 27. And hereby we know that he 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us : A Spi- 
rit of (a) Illumination; a Spirit of (b) Sanctification; a 
Spirit of (c) Truth and Direction; a Spirit of (4) Prayer 
and Supplication; a Spirit of (e) Comfort and Conſola- 
tion; a Spirit of Courage and Fortitude; of (F) Mor- 
tification, and of (g) Regeneration; and ſo I might go 
on almoſt ad inſinitum. 

A new Heart, Exel. 36. 26. A new heart alſo will I give 


%; a tender and ſoft Heart, which is the ſame with a 


new Heart in the ſame Verſe : I will take away the ftony 
heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you an heart of fleſh ; 
tender and ſoft to mourn and grieve for Sin. A Heart 
to know the Lord is given in this Covenant, Jer. 31. 33, 
34. and Heb, 8. They ſpall not teach every man his neighbour, 
and every man his COLE. ſaying, know the Lord, for all 


ſhall know me. And fo Believers are ſaid to be taught of 


God, John 6. 45. and to have an Unction from the holy 
one, 1 John 2. 20, A Heart to fear the Lord, Jer. 32. 40. 
I will put my fear in their hearts: not only td fear his great 
Power and Majelty, for ſo the Devil and wicked Men 


fear and tremble; but a holy, awfal, and revereatial 


Fear, a filial or ſon-like Fear, ſuch as leads to keep his 
Commands, and to depart from Evil. Prov. 8. 13, Eccl. 


— 


(a) 1 Cor. 2. 11, 14. 1 John 2, 20. (b) 1 Pet. 1. 2, (c) John 
14. 17. and 15. 26. (4) Rom, 8. 26. (e) John 14, 15, 17. 
(f) Rom. 8. 13. (g) John 3. 8. Eph, 2. 1. 


12. 


ms 
12. 13. Prov. 3. 7. to ſerve and obey God. Exel. 36, 27. 
Te ſhall keep my Fudgments and do them. Perſeverance is 
promiſed, Fer. 32. 40. J wilt put my fear in their hearts, 
that they ſhall nor depart from me, or rather, as it may be 
tranſlated, that they may not depart from me, as'it is render'd 
in the former Verſe, char they 117 fear me for ever. Afflic- 
4 


tions are promis'd to be ſanctify'd and to work for good, 
Rom. 8.28. All things ſhall work together for good tb them 
that love God. Juſtification, Rom. 3. 22. the Righteouſneſs 
of God is upon all them that believe ;, and ver. 24. being juſti- 
fied freely by his Grace. And chap. 8. 1. There is therefore 
now no Condemnatioa to them which are in Chriſt” Jeſus. 
The Interceſſion of Chriſt, Heb. 7. 25. He ever lives to 
make Interceſſion for us. So, 1 John 2. 1. If any Man fin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righ- 
reous. Aſſiſtance againſt Temprations, 1 Cor. 10. 13. who 


will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but 


&c. So, 2 Cor, 12. 9. God's Aid and Preſence in Perſe- 
cution and Afflictions, Ja. 43. 2. When thou ꝓaſſeſt thro the 
Waters, I will be with thee. So 2 Tim, 11. 12. and at. 
5. 10. God's fatherly Care to Widows and Fatherleſs, 
Leave thy fatherleſs Children, I will preſerve them' alive, 
and let thy Widows truſt in me, Jer. 49. 11. So Hof. 14. 3. 
In thee the fatherleſs find Mercy. Helps to mortify Sin; 
Sin ſhall not have dominion over thee, Rom. 6. 14. Au- 
dience of Prayer, Iſa. 65. 24. Before they call I will anſwer, 
and while they are yet ſpeaking I will hear. And Pſal. 65. 2. 
O thou that heareſt Prayer, unto thee, &c. Comfort for 
Sjon's Mourners, Iſa. 61. 1, 2, 3. Mat. 5. 4 Bleſſed are 


they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. Pardon of Sin, 


Eph. 1. 7. Even the Remiſſion of Sins. So Mic. 7. 19. 
Adoption, John 1. 12, That Death is a Believer's Privi- 
lege, J/a. 57. 1. He ſhall enter into Peace, they ſhall reſt in 
their Beds. So Iſa. 25. 8. and 1 Cor. 15, 55. Hef. 13. 14 
The Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. g. 3. {hers is the king- 
dom of Heaven. It's your Father's good pleaſure to give you 
the Kingdom, Luke 12, 32, So all things, as in that com- 
prehenſive Text, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23. For all things are 
yours, whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things preſent, or things fo come, all are 
yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. And ſo 1 
might proceed ad infinitum : whereby we may ſee what 
is compriz'd and contain'd in the New Covenant; 1 
h | Whic 


EX which are ſet down for the Believer's Comfort and Con- 
ſolation, in all States and Conditions whatever. * 
Hut altho theſe and all the reſt, which make up this one 
entire Covenant of Grace, are all great and precious 
= Promiſes, and free and gratuitous too, yet we are not 
to underſtand them, or take them, at leaſt moſt of them, 
T abſolute, unconditional, or unlimited, as that theſe 
1 5 things muſt, will, and ſhall be given us of God againſt 
"8 all contradiction, ſo as to enervate and deſtroy all God's 
bas 7 Precepts, and cut in pieces the Sinews of all Duty and 
** Endeavour in Men; or that they need not uſe the Means 


: 


appointed by God to obtain them. Let us take the Scrip- 
> tures, not by piece-meal, but in their right Coherence 
and Agreement, for our right underſtanding thereof; and 
= we ſhall know what we are to do, in order to the ob- 
® taining an actual Enjoyment of theſe Mercys. I will 
(and I deſire it may not be thought tedious to my W 
make a ſhort Repetition of ſome of theſe things ju 
no mentioned, in order to his right and full under- 
== ſtanding thereof. Does God ſay to Abraham, Gen. 17. 7. 
I will be a God to thee ? So he ſays, wer. 3. Walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. And, Deut. 26. 27. God ſays to his 
People Iſrael, Thou haft avouched the Lord this day to be 
thy God, to walk in his way, and keep his Statutes, Com- 
= mandments and Fudgments, and hearken to his Voice which 
includes a reciprocal Promiſe and Duty on Man's part, 
as well as a gracious Promiſe of good things on God's 
part. Does the Scripture ſay, I will put my Spirit within 
Jou ? Ezek. 36. 26. So it alſo ſays, God will give the Spi- 
rit to them that ask him, Luke 11. 13. Does God lay, it 
hall abide with us for ever? John 15. 16. So he ſays, do 
ot quench it, 1 Theſſ. 5, 19. And Eph. 4. 30. Do not grieve 
it. And David prays it might not be taken from him, Plal. 
Ji. 11. Does God ſay, he will hear our Prayers? Plal. 6.9. 
So the Pſalmiſt ſays, If I regard Iniquiry in my Heart, 
the Lord will not hear me, Pſal. 66. 18, Does God lay, 7 
will put my fear in their Hearts? Jer. 31. 40. So he lays 
by way of Command and Exhortation, Deut. 6. 13. Thou 
alt fear the Lord thy God, and ſwear by his Name, 
Does the Scripture ſay, 7 will give them a Heart to love 
the Lord? Deut. 30, 6. So it ſays by way of Command, 
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for me by the Death of thy Son, nor promis'd to me in 


(50 ) \ J 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, Mat. 22. 37. Mat. 
6. 11, 14, Does it promiſe Remiſſion of Sins? Acts 5. 31. 
So it ſays, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Luke 
13. 3. Andallo, forgive pd, thou ſhalt be forgiven, chap. 6, 
37. Does God ſay, I'll never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee ? Heb. 13. 15. So he ſays, Iſa. 21. 28. They that 
forſake the Lord ſhall be conſumed : ſo 1 Cor, 15. ult. Be 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, &c. As to temporal Bleſſings, God 
ſaith by way of Promiſe, his Bread ſhall be given, hies 
Water fyall be ſure, Ia. 33. 16. So we are to pray for 
daily Bread, Mat. 7. 11. and labour for it; 2 Theſſ. 3. 10. 
This we commanded you, that i any would not work, ne- 
ther ſiould he eat. Doth God ſay he will deliver the godly _ 
out of Temptations ? 2 Pet. 2. 9. So we are to pray, lead 
us not into Temptations, Mat, 6. 13. and not to tempt 
the Lord, Iſa. 7. 12. Mat. 4. 7. And it is every Chriſtian's 
Duty, cautiouſly to ſhun and avoid Temptations. See 
God's faithful Promiſe to. Iſrael, Ezek. 36. 36. J the Lord © 


have ſpoken it, and I will do it: and yet he adds, ver. 37. 
I will yet for this be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do 
it for them, | . . = 

And moreover it is to be obſerv'd, and it is a truth that 
ſurely no Man will deny, that many of thoſe Scripture- * 
Promiſes and Exhortations, and more of the like nature ang 
kind in Scripture, are not ſpoken only and preciſely to 3 
the People of God, or Believers in the State of Gracde 
as ſuch, but to all others, whether they be actual Be. 
lievers or no: and tho ſome things, as eſpecially ſome © 
Promiſes and Duties, are mention'd to belong and apper- 1 
tain to Believers as ſuch; yet all Precepts, Promiſes, and 5 
Threatnings concern all Men, and are ſet in the Scrip - 
tures of Truth to let all Men fee what are their Duties i 


and Privileges, and what God would have them do, and 
what to ſhun and avoid ; and what aſliſting and aiding 
Grace they have, and may have from him, to do what- 
ſoever he requires of them in his Word to do, No Sinner 
in the World will or can make ſuch a vain Plea as this 
at the laſt awful Judgment-Day, when God ſhall ſay, 
Why didſt thou not do ſo and ſo in order to thy Salvation? 
Lord, it was utterly impoſlible for me, I could not do 
jt without thy Grace, and thou, in thy pleaſure, didſt 
deny it and withhold it from me; it was not purchaſed 
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thy Covenant of Grace made with Mankind; and ſo l 
muſt lie down in everlaſting Miſery, But by what I have 
before faid, we may ſee how God's precious encouraging 
Promiſes, and Man's Duty, are conjoin'd and combin'd 
together in an exact Harmony and Agreement in the 
great Charter of Heaven: they are ſo cloſely link'd toge- 
ther, as no Man ought to divide them in ſunder, or ſepa- 
rate them from each other; and that the Promiſes of 
Bleſſings and Mercys of ſpiritual and temporal Things, 
are not, in God's gracions New Covenant, to be taken 
ſo perfectly abſolute, in ſuch a ſenſe as ſome take them 
to be. 
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Of the Mediator or Surety of this Covenant. 


TH E Mediator of this Covenant is Jeſus Chriſt, and he 

only. There is one Mediator between God and Men, the 
Man Chriſt Feſus, 1 Tim. 2. 5. The Word ſignifies and 
implies a Reconciler and Interceſſor for, and on the be- 
half of another: the Term, as it is apply'd to Chriſt, is 
borrow'd from Perſons whoſe Office and Buſineſs is to 
reconcile Parties at enmity and variance, ſtanding or 
coming between them with Sollicitations and Entreaties, 
till they bring them to Amity and Agreement. The 
Word is applied to Moſes, Deut. 5. 5, I ftood between the 
Lord and you at that time: fo to David interceding by 
Prayer with God for the People of Iſrael, 2 Sam. 24. 25. 
But the Word is applied moſt truly to Chriſt, Heb. 12. 24. 
he is the Mediator of the New Covenant. He makes up the 
wide Breach which Sin had made between God and Man. 
This ſhews the Glory of God's Sovereignty, Holineſs and 
Juſtice: we muſt have acceſs to him by Suits, Entreatys and 
Prayers, and that by and thro a Mediator and Interceſſor 
too; we dare nat approach God's Throne of Juſtice, nor 
of Grace neither, without this Mediator; we die, even 


before the Mercy-ſeat, without this Interceſſor to ſpeak 


for us. There thro him alone does God ſpeak to us, 
and give Anſwers of Peace, Ex. 25. 22, the juſt and holy 
God will treat with Sinners upon no other Terms than 
humble Submiſſions, and in no other way or manner than 
by this Mediator and Interceſſor: hence, I conceive, that 
73 ' Exprel- 
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Expreſſion is, he ig our Peace, Eph. 2. 14. He is the Ma- 9 


ker of our Peace by his Death, and the Conſervator of our 
Peace by his mediatory Interceſſion now living. God 
extends his Mercies to Sinners by and thro him alone, 
and there is no Mediator of Redemption or Interceſſion 
but him only. The Interceſſion or Mediation of Saints 
for one another, comes not under the Senſe we are now 
ſpeaking of, They ſatisfy not God's Juſtice, nor render 
him propitious; they ſpeak one for another to God for 
Chriſt's ſake, and to be heard thro his Merits only, He, 
by his continual Interceſlion at his Father's right Hand, 
keeps up a State of Reconciliation and Peace between 
God and his People, notwithſtanding their manifold and 
repeated Sins, Weakneſſes, and Imperfections. If any 
Man (i. e. Believer) fin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chrift the righteous, 1 John 2, 1. And a. 
53. Alt. He made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors. This 
gives us to underſtand the Firmneſs and Stability of this 
Covenant of Grace; a State of Friendſhip and Commu- 
nion with God is continued and preſerved between God 
and us by Chriſt our Mediator, Here alſo we may ſee 
and know the ſinful State and Miſery of ſuch who will 
not accept the Terms of Peace, and Offers of Grace 
made to them by this Reconciler and Mediator, but ut- 
terly reje& the Offers and the Offerer of Grace, Mercy 
and Peace, and ſo periſh everlaſtingly. 
The Mediation of Chriſt comes under, or properly 
belongs to his prieſtly Office: Every Prieſt is a Mediator 
to ſtand between God and his People. So Aaron and his 


Sons were to bleſs the People and pray for them, Lev. 28. 


9, 22. eſpecially to intercede for them alone in the Holy 
of Holies on the great Day of Atonement, Lev. 16. 2, 
34. In like manner, Jeſus Chriſt by his own Blood en- 
tered into the holy Place, having obtained eternal Redemp- 


tion for us, Heb. 9. 24. And in this Mediation, there is 


a mutual Agreement of both Parties; God gives his Con- 
{ent by laying on Chriſt (by Imputation) our Sins and 
Iniquities; and the Believer gives his Conſent to accept 
Chrilt's Mediation by receiving him by Faith, according 
to St. Paul, Rom. F. II. We alſo joy in God thro our Lord 
Feſus Gif, by whom we have nom receiv'd the Atonement, 
And Chrilt himſelf gives his Conſent, by a voluntary taking 
upon him the Work and Office of a Mediator. And part 


of Chriſt's Mediation for us, which he perform'd on 


Earth 
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Earth when he died on the Croſs, is called an Oblation 
to God, by offering up his Body and Blood for our Sins 
as 2 Sacrifice and Satisfaction to divine Juſtice, and a fall 
Compenſation for the ſame, according to that Phraſe, He 
gave himſelf for us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to Goa, for 
a ſweet ſmelling Savour, Eph. 5. 2. And that part of his 
Mediation, which he now performs to God for us, called 
his Interceſſion at God's right Hand, is, as the Apoſtle 
phraſes it in the forecited place, his appearing in the pre- 
ſence of God. for us, Heb. g. 24. as an Advocate and Inter- 
ceſſor, for the acceptance of our Perſons, and Duties, for 
the forgiveneſs of our Sins, and the procuring of all Grace, 
and every good thing for us, according to the Tenor of 
the New Covenant, and therein and thereby promiſed 
to us. | 

And as Chriſt is the Mediator, ſo he is the Surety of 
this Teſtament, to ſee it perform'd on both ſides, accord- 
ing to the Terms and Conditions therein ſpecified and 
contained, By how much was Jeſus made the Surety of 
a better Teſtament or Covenant, Heb. $. 6. A Surety is 
one who undertakes for another, whoſe Faithfulneſs or A- 
bay is queſtion'd about ſuch or ſuch things to be done or 
performed, and is by way of ſecurity in caſe of Bonds or 
Covenants, upon a Suppoſition of Inability or Defe&. A 
Surety engages for and on the behalf of another, a Spon- 
ſor, or Fidejuſſor, gui alicui ſatisfactionem ſpondet, vel fidem 
alteri interponit; who gives his Word, or engages by Pro- 
miſe for another: So the Phraſes, to give Pledges for ano- 
ther, Iſa. 36. 8. Now 37 75 give Pledges, I pray thee, to 
my Maſter the King of Aſſy ria. And to ſtrike hands or be 
engaged for another ; as Prov. 22. 26. Be not thou one of 
them that ſtrike hands, or of them that are Sureties for Debts. 
Almighty God, who is perfect Truth, Juſtice, and Holi- 
neſs, and cannot lye nor deceive, needs no Surety by 
way of ſecurity to his Creature for the Performance of 
what he has promiſed, both upon his Word and Oath, to 
do for him. But he, as a great and gracious God, has 
promiſed in his New Covenant to give Remiſſion of Sins, 
and eternal Life to penitent believing Sinners by and thro 
Chriſt, which is the Sum and Subſtance of the Covenant. 
So Chriſt himſelf, as a Sponſor or Surety, ratifies and 
confirms this Teſtament by the Seal of his Blood, for the 
full Aſſurance of a Believer, for a ſtable and firm Baſis 


2 and e of his Faith, Hope, and Conſolation 


| again 


a full Satisfaction of the Truth, and full Performance of 


( 54) 
againſt the Fears of Satan, to carry him into Eternity. 
And ſo he is become in this caſe a Surety, in that he freely 


laid down his precious Life and died to ratify and confirm 
this Teſtament, by which he gives to the believing Sinner 


all thoſe things that God has graciouſly promiſed in this 
Covenant upon the Terms therein contain'd, and that 
there will not be a Failure or Defe& in one Jot or Tittle 
thereof : and on Man's part Chriſt has engaged to God 
for Sinners, to die in their place and ſtead, to ſatisfy 
and anſwer the Demands of Tuſtice for their Sins, and 
to pay their Debts, to purchaſe and procure a ſufficient 
Meaſure and Means of Grace and Ability to perform 
whatſoever God has enjoin'd them to do, in order to 
obtain the ſame Bleſſings and Mercies which he has pro- 
miſed in this Covenant, And here God alone is the Pro- 
vider of this Surety, and the Accepter of what he has 
done and will do for Sinners; and ſo Chriſt has perform'd 
amply and fully what he has undertaken on both fides on 
this account, between God and a World of Sinners : he 
has ſtood in the place and ſtead of them, and of every 
one of them, as to their Sin original, which became 
theirs by their firſt Parents default, and of all their actual 
Sins, upon their Humiliation, Repentance, and Amend- 
ment of Life : And he has undertaken to give them Grace 
and Ability to do and perform the ſame, and to do every 
thing neceſſary whereby they might come to a State of 
Happineſs and Salvation; and this I think he did for 
all Sinners. And therefore, that he ſtood in a Law 
Senſe, in one Man's place and ſtead more than another, 
or that he fatisfied and paid the Debts of this or that 
Sinner more than another, for my Sins and not thine, 
was a Surety and Sponſor for me, and not for thee, I 
know not to be found in this Covenant of Grace, of 
which I am now ſpeaking. For thoſe Phraſes of Chriſt's 
bearing our Sins, 1 Pet. 2. 24. and laying on him our Ini- 
quities, Ia. 53. 6. laying down his Life for his Sheep, 
John 10. 15. are to be underſtood, in my Thoughts, that 
they are done ſo to all and every Man, but peculiarly and 
properly to and for God's People, or Believers, becauſe 
of their actual Intereſt in theſe Mercies, by reaſon of 
their believing and accepting of Grace, as before has been 
declar'd, but not to be underſtood reſtrictively, or in 
ſuch a ſenſe, as if. Chriſt had not been, or was not 45 
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tended to be a Surety for any but them, or not a Surety 
for all that were under the firſt Covenant, for he taſted 
Death for every Man, Heb. 2. g. or that he paid the Debts 
but of ſome Sinners only, for he was the Propitiation for 
the Sins, (not of ſome, or of ſome of all ſorts of the 
World) but for the Sins of the whole World, 1 John 2. 2. 
1. e. of all the World of Sinners, a Propitiation for all 
their original Sin without the Seal or Application of any 
external Ordinance, and of all their actual Sins, by re- 
ceiving Chriſt's Atonement, teſtified by their Repen- 
tance and Faith; whereby it clearly appears, that the 
Debts of all that fell by and under the Old Covenant, 
were fully paid and diſcharged by this Surety ; and by 
this Surety Jeſus Chriſt, a New Covenant is made with 
them of Grace, Mercy, and Salvation, upon the Terms 
or Conditions therein expreſsd, limited, and declared; * 
for the Performance of which, both on God's part (if I 
may ſo ſay) and on the Sinners f part, this Surety has 
promiſed, engaged, and undertook to be done ||, every 
thing needful, proper, and convenient, according to the 
Will of God the Father, and ſuitable to his infinite Wiſdom, 
Holineſs, 7 1 Grace, and Mercy; to the end, intent, 
and purpoſe that Sinners, even every Sinner, may be ſaved. 
But that Jeſus Chriſt the Surety and Mediator of this 
Covenant, has undertaken to die for any preciſe or defi- 
nite number of Sinners or Men by Name in the World, 
ſuppoſe ſuch as are call'd his Ele& or Choſen ; and has un- 
dertaken, as a Surety, to give them Faith and Repen- 
tance, and to work it in them by ſuch a ſtrong Hand and 
invincible Power, as ſome men ſuppoſe, to bring them 
infallibly to Glory; and that he has engaged himſelf to 
be a Surety that none of them ſhall finally miſcarry or 
miſs of Salvation; or that they cannot if they would, 
8. ſome ſay) ſin themſelves finally out of the Love of 

od, whatever they may, can, or will do to the con- 
trary : that this, I ſay, Chriſt has engaged to do (as by 
ſome Men is taught) for any Man as a Surety, is not to 
| be found in Scripture, nor does any Text therein, com- 
monly brought in for the Service, When rightly explain'd, 
prove ſo much as a Jot or Tittle of any ſuch thing; nor 


* 


— 4 


* 1 Tim. 2.6 f 1 John 2. 2. || Iſa, 5. 4. 
are 


( 50 ) 
are the ſame Scriptures abſolate Promiſes, as ſome take 
them, made to the People of God without any Reſerva- 
tion or Condition whatſoever. | 

Jeſus Chriſt is Mediator of the New Covenant : a Me- 
diator is a Reconciler or Incerceſſor, and this Mediator 
is but one; Angels or Saints are no Competitors with him. 
It was neceſſary there ſhould be a Mediator of it in 


reſpe& of both God and Man: It was neceſſary in re. 


gard of God's Holineſs and Juſtice, which will have Sa- 
tisfaction from the offending Criminal, which none but 
this Mediator could make for him; and ſo he was made 


under the Law for us, Gal. 4. 4, 5. It was neceſſary this 
Covenant ſhould have ſuch a Sponſor or Mediator as 


Chriſt, in reſpe& of ſinful Man, who could not be re- 
ceived into Communion, Grace and Favour, without ſuch 
a powerful Interceſſor for him; He made Interceſſion 


for the Tranſgreſſors, 16. 53. It. Chriſt pleads with God 


the Father by virtue of his Blood, Merits and Righteouſ- 
nels, that Sinners may be reconciled to him; God was in 
Chrift reconciling the World unto himſelf, 2 Cor. 5. 19. he 
makes Suit to the Father on our account, and is molt ex- 
cellently quilify'd for this Undertaking, in reſpe& of his 
Fulneſs of Grace, Holineſs, Juſtice, Wiſdom, Meekneſs 
Patience and Faithfulneſs, wherein he acts between God 
and Man; which are neceſſary to be found in ſuch a Me- 
diator and Reconciler, and which are in him to Perfection. 
And as he is called 2 Mediator of the Covenant, Heb. 8. 6. 
ſo he is called a Surety of à better Teſtament, chap. 7. 22. 
which is much of one and the fame Import; a Surety 
undertakes Debts for others not Noe to pay and 
ſatisfy them, and alſo undertakes for Offenders: hence a 
Surety is bound for the 1 or good Behaviour of 
another. Therefore, as ſinful Man is both a Debtor and 
a Criminal, Jeſus Chriſt, as a Surety, undertakes to pay 
his Debts, and reconciles him to God, and brings him 
into his Favour, according to the Tenor of the Cove- 
nant, and the Conditions thereof. And all this Chriſt 
does as a voluntary Act, for no Man is bound in Law to 
become a Pledge or Surety for another, until he volun- 
tarily takes it upon himſelf, and then he becomes obliged 
to perform his Engagements. And ſo the Mediator Jeſus 
Chriſt, having, as his own ſpontaneous Act, took upon 
himſelf this Office, he per forms his Obligation between 
God and, Man as the Covenant between themſelves re- 
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quires; and in the New Covenant promiſes and ingages 
to enable the Sinner to do and perform what God in, 
this his Covenant commands them to do: and fo he is 
a Surety to pay his Debts and make Satisfaction for Sin, 
and alſo engages to purchafe Grace ſufficient to believe, 
repent and obey the Goſpel, in regard of his Imporency 
and Inability to do or perform any thing of or from him- 
ſelf; for he it is that works all our Works in us, If. 26. 12. 
And thus he is both Surety and Mediator of this Cove- 
The Apoſtle Peter faith, 4d, 5. 31. Him hath God 
exalted with bis right Hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give Repentance to Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins: 
And ſo he is exalted for and on the behalf of all Sin- 
ners. Bat that as a Sponſor gr Surety he has undertaken 
to give Faith and Repentance, Remiſſion of Sins, ang Sal- 
vation, to any particular number of Perſons, excluſive of 
others, by virtue ef this or any other Covenant, I find 
not to he contained in the Holy Book of God; but this 
I find, that be (i. e. Jeſus Chriſt) is become the Author of 
eternal Salvation to all them that obey him, Heb. 5. 9. And 
that Jeſus Chriſt is a Surety, Undertaker or Mediator be- 
tween God and Man, orany number of Men, or the Ele& 
of God, or for thoſe given to him to redeem (as ſome ſay) 
or in any other Manner, or in any other Senſe than be- 
fore expreſs d, is to me but a Notion, and a perfect Error 
and Miſtake. Nor will theſe Places, Jer. 31. 33. Feb. 8. 10. 
prove the contrary, viz, that Chriſt, as a Sponſor, en- 
gages God, omnipotently, irreſiſtibly and infruſtrably, 
to work thoſe Graces in ſome Men againſt all Oppoſition 
whatſoever. Which Places are moſt wrongfully wreſted, 
to prove the New Covenant a politive Grant or Pro- 
miſe of thoſe things therein mentioned, to ſome few 
Perſons of Mankind only, excluding all the reſt ;, and that 
Jeſus Chriſt has not, by his Death, undertaken to purchaſe, 
or, in his Covenant, promiſed any ſaving Grace or Sal- 
vation for them; whereas the, contrary is moſt true from 
7 the.whale Current of Holy Scripture. © 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Seal of the Covenant of Grace. 


T is certain, that among Men, a Seal is not abſolutely 

neceſſary to the Eſſence of a Covenant. Many human 
Covenants and Agreements, and free Promiſes, have been 
and are daily made without a Seal. Mens verbal Promiſes, 
I mean good Mens, are ſometimes ſufficient, without ei- 
ther Writing, Hand, or Seal, as is to be ſeen by daily 
Experience, and of which we have Inſtances in Holy 
Scripture, as 1 Chron. 11. 3. and alſo ſeveral Covenants 
made between God and Men in Holy Scripture, we find 
made without any external Sign or Seal : as that Cove- 
nant or Promiſe made by God to Aaron, Numb. 18. 19. 
we do not read of any Seal annexed to it. And ſome- 
times alſo they were made with Signs or Seals annexed, 
as the Covenant with Noah, Gen. g. 12, 13. that with 
Abraham, Gen. 17. 11. Circumciſion is ſaid to be to him 
a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. 4. 11. But as 
to this Covenant of Grace, of which we are now ſpeak- 
ing, to- ratify it completely and fully, that Believers 
might firmly depend upon it, and draw divine Comfort 


and Conſolation from it, God was pleaſed to confirm it, 


not only by his Word, but by his Oath alfo : herein 
God willing more abundantly to em unto the Heirs of Pro- 
niſe the Immutability of his Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath, 


Heb. 6. 17. So Cen. 22. 16, 17. By my ſelf have I ſworn, 


ſaith the Lord, That becauſe thou haft done this Thing, and 
haſt not withheld thy Son, thine only Son; that in Bleſſing 1 
will bleſs thee, &c. He has moreover ſealed it with the 


Blood, not of Bulls and Goats, but of his own Son, 
Heb. g. 11 


20. For the better underſtanding this, let 
us conſider the common Uſe of a Seal among Men, and 
its Uſes and Ends, as we find it in the Holy Scripture, 
which are principally three, | 

I. To hide or cover from Sight and Knowledge. The 
Contents of Letters, and things we would have kept 
ſecret, we ſeal. So we read of ſealing up theſe things, 


Rev. 10. 4. and Dan. g. 24. To ſeal up the Viſion and Pro- 


phecy. So again we read of opening the Seals, Rev. 5. * 
. 
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thing; the Servants of God are ſaid to be ſealed on their 
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2. To ſet or imprint a Mark or Character upon any 


Fareheads, Rev. 7. 3. But, | 
z. Eſpecially to give Force and Validity to any Writing, 
Bond, Settlement, or Will, without which, among Men, 


* ſuch Writings are not of any Force or Virtue in the 
Law. So Weh. g. 38. tis ſaid, We make a ſure Covenant, 


and write it; and our Princes, Levites and Priefts ſeal unto 


tit. So this New Covenant is ſealed, ratified and con- 


* firmed to Believers in and by the Blood of Chriſt, His 


Death gives Life, Vigour and Strength to it: As a Man's 


Will is not of any Efficacy to the Legatees before his 
Death, ſo Chriſt's Teſtament or Covenant is become effi- 


cacious by his Death. The Author to the Hebrews ſays em- 


3 ann For where a Teftament is (i.e, where it is of any 


alidity) there muſt alſo of neceſſity be the Death of the 
Teftator, Heb. 9. 16, 17. Moſes ſprinkled the Book of the 
Covenant with the Blood of the Sacrifices, Exod. 24. 6, 7, 8. 
Heb. 9. 19. So the Blood of Chriſt is called the Blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant, Heb, g. 20. and the Blood of the 
Covenant, ch. 10. 29. and Luke 22. 20, This is the New 
Teftament in my Blood. All which Places emphatically ſet 
forth and prove the Blood of Chriſt is the proper, nay. 
the true and only Seal of the New Covenant, and con- 


—_ it to Believers. And indeed, properly and ſtrictly 


aking, there's no other Seal belongs to it but this, 

nd thoſe Phraſes in Holy Scripture, which expreſs Be- 
lievers to be ſealed with the holy Spirit of Promiſe, Eph. 1.13. 
and ſealed to the Day of Redemption, ch. 4. 30. are to be 
underſtood of an inward, ſenſible Taſte and Feeling, ex- 
perimental Senſe and Aſſurance of our Intereſt in Chriſt, 
and in his gracious Promiſe and Covenant-Mercies, as Juſti- 
fication, Remiſſion of Sin, and an Aſſurance of a Right 
and Title by and thro him, to Heaven and eternal Life. 

And tho Jeſus Chriſt did not actually ratify and ſeal 
this Covenant or Promiſe of Grace and Mercy made to 
Mankind by God preſently after the Fall, till about four 
thouſand Years after its firſt Eſtabliſhment, yet it was 
really and in effect ſealed and ratified by the virtue and 
efficacy-of Chriſt's Blood, promiſed, and propheſy'd of, 
to be ſhed for its Confirmation towards the End of the 
World, in the Fulneſs of Time, as tis called, Gal. 4. 5. 
Very well therefore ſays the Reverend Dr. Bates, and 
as the Paſſage is ſo excellent from that great and good 
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Man, I will give it you in his own Words: ſhewing how 
the Blood of Chriſt aton'd for Sin, and ratify'd the Co- 
venant long before it was ſhed, or before he died, he fays, 
(Harm. of the Div. Attrib. p. 275;) And if it be ask d, 
© how his Death had a ſaving Influence before he actually 
© fatfered ? the Anſwer is clear, We muſt conſider the 
„Death of Chriſt not as a natural but moral Cauſe; 
tis not as a Medicine that heals, but as a Ranſom that 
frees a Captive. Natural Cauſes operate nothing before 
their real Exiſtence; but 'tis not neceſſary that moral 
Cauſes ſhould have an actual Being: *tis ſufficient that 
'they ſhall be, and that the Perſon with whom they are 
effectual, accept the Promiſe ; as a Captive is releas'd 
upon Aſſurance given, that he will ſend his Ranſom, 
tho 'tis not actually depoſited. Thus the Death of 
Chriſt was available to purchaſe Pardon for Believers 
before his Coming; for he interpoſed as their Surety, 
and Cod, to whom all things are preſent, knew the 
Accompliſhment of it in the appointed time, He is 
therefore call'd the Lanib ſlain from the Foundation of the 
World, Rev. 13. 8. not only in reſpe& of God's Decree, 
but his Efficacy. The Salvation we derive from him 
was ever in him. He appeared under the Empire of 
Augiftus; and died under Tiberius, but he was a Re- 
deemer in all Ages, otherwiſe the Compariſon were not 
juſt, that as by Adam all die, ſo by Chriſt all are made 
alive, 1 Cor. 15, 12, _ 
And therefore all Believers before Chriſt's Incarnation 
received the Atonement by Faith; and the Blood of Chriſt 
believed in, who was in due time to come and die for 
Sinners, ſealed and ratified 'this Teſtament to them ef- 
fetnally ; our great Redemption in the divine Purpoſe 
and Decree, being, as it were, effected long before it 
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was actually done, according to the common Mode of 


Scripture, which ſpeaks of things already done, which 
are decretively to be done in time; as Ja. 53. 5. He was 
wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our Ini- 
guities, the 'Chaſtiſeinent of our Peace was upon him, and 
with his Stripes we are healed, Ver. 6. The Lord hath laid 
(i. e. decretively, or he will lay) on him the Iniquity of 
zs all; Where the preſent Tenſe is uſed for the future. 
And the Apoltle Peter, ſpeaking of this Redemption, 
1 Epift.Ch. 1. 19, 20. declares it to be effected by the Blood 


of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Blemiſh and without 


Spot, 


* 
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Spot, who verily was fore-ordain'd before the. Foundation of 
WAY, orld, but was 1 in theſe laſt Times for you : and 
Rev. 13. 8. Chriſt is called à Lamb flain from the Founda- 
tion of the World, And ſo all our antient Fathers died 
in Faith, and expir'd, believing in the Accompliſhment 
of the Promiſes, Heb. 11.13. And theſe Promiſes were 
ſealed and ratified to them in and by the Blood of this 
great Teſtator, believed in and embraced by a lively 
Faith. But, if this be thought a Digreſſion, I return 
to take notice, " 

That tho the Blood of Chriſt be the only and proper 
Seal of- the Covenant, yet Almighty God, in condeſcen- 
ſion to Man's Weakneſs, and to aſſure us of the Truth 
and Certainty of theſe things, was pleaſed, under the 
Meſaick Diſpenſation, and alſo now under the New Teſta- 
ment, to ordain ſome external Signs and ſenſible Teſti- 
fications of ſpiritual Mercies, conveyed and exhibited to 
vs, for the better ſtrengthning of our Faith and Hope 
of the CONT ment of the things N in his Cove- 
nant; and theſe may, in ſome ſenſe, be called Seals, and 
are really Tokens and Pledges to aſſure us of the Truth 
and Reality of Chriſt's giving them to us: Yet it muſt be 
obſerved, as it's commonly ſaid, That no Rule is ſo ge- 
neral as to be without ſome Exception; God is not always 
tied to perform or to confer the Mercies promiſed in this 
Covenant to All, by any external Signs or Seals, which 
we call Sacraments z nor has he oblig'd himſelf to confer 
them always in this way, nor has he in his Word obliged 
the Performance of what we call Sacraments or Seals of 
the Covenant, in all Caſes, and to all Perſons, and at all 
times, in order to obtain the actual Enjoyment of the 
Bleſſings he has promiſed. Some call Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper Seals of the Covenant: But, admit they 
be ſo, that we may not differ about Words only, God 
has not tied the Remiſſion of Sins and Salvation to the 
bare uſe of them. He has no where, as we read of in 
his Word, order'd Remiſſion of Sins in Infants, or Idiots 
deprived of their Reaſon and Underſtanding, to be ſealed 
to them by Baptiſm or the Lord's-Supper ; nor was any 
external Ordinance, as we read of before Abraham, or- 
dained for. the Remiſſion of original Sin in Infaats; nor 
was Circumcilion, as I take it, ordain'd at all for any 
ſuch End or Purpoſe, but for other Ends and Purpoſes. 
80 that the Remiſſion of their original Sin is foby 10 
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( 62 ) 

firmly ſecured and ſealed to them in and by the Death 
of Chriſt, without the Seal of Baptiſm. As to adult, ſin- 
cere, and regenerate Believers, truly New Creatures in 
Chriſt by Grace, the Sacraments may be ſaid to be Signs 
or Seals of Grace conferr'd, Pledges and Tokens of Re- 
miſſion of Sins to them: And ſo Baptiſm is called the 
Baptiſm of Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sins, Mark 1. 4. 
and the Lord's-Supper, the New Teftament in Chriſt's Blood 
which was ſhed for you, Luke 22. 20, But yet we muſt ob- 
4 ſerve, theſe Ordinances convey not thoſe Bleſſings, con- 
bi, firm not nor ſeal the Love of Chriſt, Pardon of Sins or 
Aſſurance of Heaven to any Unbeliever ; they confer no- 

thing, aſſure nothing, ſeal nothing of all thoſe things to 
wicked, unregenerate Sinners, altho they may be ſealed 

by theſe external Ordinances. 

And again, many are, without doubt, intereſted in the 
Covenant of Grace, have a Right and Title to the Pro- 
f miſes of Remiſſion of Sin, Juſtification, and eternal Life, 
1 that never were ſealed by any external Ordinances; and 
5 many externally ſealed, who have nothing of the inter- 
by nal Grace ſignified by the outward Sign or Seal, foraſ- 
1 much as it is true Faith that gives the Recipient a Title 

5 to them this is acknowledged by moſt ſober Chriſtians 
# every where. And 'tis plain, the 'Thief mentioned, 
” Luke 23. 43. who died with Chriſt on the Croſs, never 
is was ſealed by Baptiſm, and yet Chriſt ſays of him, this 
5 Day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe ſo that then it 
muſt be a Truth, that the Blood of Chriſt only ſeals the 
| e e and this Seal is applied by Faith in that atoning 
li Blood. 
I hope none will ſuppoſe I am now going about to 
[ perſuade Perſons to believe, or infer from what 1 have 
k ſaid, that the inſtituted Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, now 
" under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, are needleſs things: for 
og they are poſitively enjoined by God, and are duly to be 
1 obſerved by every ſincere Chriſtian on pain of his Diſ 
bi pleaſure ; and are not to be diſpenſed with or omitted 
"a at Mens Pleaſure, and they are uſeful and ordinary Means 
"th neceſſary to Salvation, But I would ſet theſe things in 
bt a true Light, that ignorant People may not think that 
is conferred upon them or ſealed to them by theſe Or- 
dinances, which is not at all done, nor can or is to be 
expected by them or from them, when apply'd to ſuch 
Perſons, and at ſuch times, and in ſuch manner, as To 
Ter Al as 
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has not ordain'd and appointed in his Word, and without 

ſuitable Graces and Qbalifications in their Souls, For 
the looking upon theſe Ordinances to be poſitive Seals of 

the Covenant, and that the Bleſſings thereof cannot be 

conveyed without them, are of evil and dangerous Conſe- 

quence in ſeveral Reſpects, eſpecially in making Men judge 

they or their Children are finally loſt without them; 

* and in reſting barely on the Work done, and in making 

precipitant haſte to them, when they are in no competent 

tneſs for them; and has been, as I judge, the firſt 

| Riſe and Original of the Baptiſm of Infants, and of their 

Communion, which were brought into the Church much 

about one and the fame time, in or about the third 

Century after Chriſt, and were both ſtrenuouſly con- 

tended for and practiſed upon that ground, by St. G- 

prian and afterward by St. Auguſtin, who. believed Re- 

miſtion of Sins was not to be obtain'd for Infants, un- 

leſs they were ſealed by Baptiſm : which, to me, are both, 

2 as apply'd to Infants, erroneous Practices, and neither of 

{7 - thoſe Seals, as they are called, are any where to be found 

"2 apply'd to them in the holy Word of God, 
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CHAP. IX. 


How, why, and in what ſenſe the Covenant is called a ſure 
l Covenant, and an everlaſting Covenant; and of the Per- 
4 petuity and Stability of the Covenant. 
ov wy : | 
Te E Covenant of Grace, or the New Covenant, in 
the Holy Scripture, is ſometimes called a ſure Co- 
venant, and an everlaſting Covenant, as As 13. 34. The 
ſure Mercies of David, That Covenant or Promiſe to 
x Aaron, mention'd Lev. 2. 13, is alſo called a Covenant of 
4. Salt. Salt was by God's Order uſed in the Jewiſh Wor- 
| ſhip, to ſignify Perpetuity, and Incorruptibility : Aud 
every Oblation of thy Meat-Offering ſhalt thou ſeaſon with 
| Salt, neither ſhalt thou ſuffer the Salt of the Covenant of 
. the Lord thy God to be lacking from thy Meat - Offering: 
A With all thine Offerings thou ſhalt offer Salt, Salt is uſed 


2 to give a Savour or Reliſh: to any thing, and alſo to pre- 
8 ſerve from Corruption or Putrefaction. And ſo it was 
4 a Symbol of the Covenant's being durable and to con- 
* tinue. 
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tinne. That Place is very remarkable, Numb. 18, 8, And 
the Lord ſpake unto Aaron, Behold, I have given thee the 
Charge of mine Heave-Offerings of all the hallowed things of 
the Children of Iſrael; anto thee have I given them by reaſon 
of the Anointing, and to thy Sons. for an Ordinance for ever. 
It is called a Statute for ever: and ver. 19. It ig a Cove- 
nant of Salt for ever before the Loyd, unto thet and to thy 
Seed with thee; This ſhews us how that Covenant was to 
- be an abiding or continuing Covenant for a long time, or 
during that Diſpenſation without alteration. It was a 
'Promiſe or Privilege of the Heave-Offering of the Holy 
things, granted and conferred to Aaron and his Sons, and 
the ſucceſlive Prieſts, for a Statute for ever; a Covenant 
of Salt, becauſe given to them upon Condition (as Mr. 
Poole on the Place obſerves) for their Service and Care 
about the Worſhip-of God and the Sacrifices, and. to con- 
tinue for ever without alteration, till the coming of 
Chriſt. In like manner was the Kingdom of Iſrael given 
to David by a Covenant of Salt, 2 Chron. 13. 5. i. e. a 
ſure, certain and abiding Covenant. And as to this Co- 
venant being ſometimes called an- everlaſting Covenant in 
Holy Scripture, it's neceſſary, and to be duly weighed, 
how the Word everlaſting is taken, aud how tp be under- 
ſtood, The Word ſometimes ſignifies Eternity, or with- 
out either Beginning or End, às Gen. 21. 33. The ever- 


laſting God; and Pſal. go. 2. From Everlaſting to Everlaſt- 


ing thou art God, And things that have a Beginning 
but no End, are called everlaſting; as everlaſting Chains, 
Jude 6. everlaſting Fire, Mat. 15. 41. everlaſteng Life, 


* 3. 16. But often, I judge, mult the ſenſe of thoſe 


laces in Scripture, Which ſpeak of this Covenant be- 
ing an everlaſting Covenant, be, that it ſhall continue a 
long ſpace of time or to the End of the World. 80 
the Covenant of -Circumcilion, mentioned Gen. 17. is 
three times in that Chapter called an everlaſting Covenant, 
ver. 7, 13, 19. and ver. 8. the Iaheritance of Conaan 
is called an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. Not that Hraei ſhould 
eternally enjoy it, hut for à long Series or Succeſſion of 
Times, upon their Obedience to their God: for many 


of them were cat ſhort of that Mercy, and entred not 
in becauſe of Diſabedience aud Unbelief, Heb. 3. 19. com- 


pared with Numb. 14. 27. Therefore, that Covenant of 
- Circumcilion, and tne whole Old Teſtament Covenant, 
with all the Rites and Ceremonies of it, called > + 


wo 
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Old Covenant, is called everlaſting, becauſe it ſhould con- 


tinue for a long time, viz. till the time of the Reforma- 
tion or the coming of the Meſſiah; and that God would, 


and then did, aboliſh it, and put a final Period to it. 


And in this ſenſe the Prieſthood of Aaron is called an 
everlaſting Prieſt hood, Exod. 40. 15. becauſe it ſhould con- 
tinue not to the End of the World or for ever, but to 
the coming of Chriſt only. Nor was it ſo ſure or ever- 
laſting to Aaron's Line, that if any of them were grievous 
Sinners and unworthy of their holy Function, that they 
ſhould not be deprived of it: For Eli's Sons, for their 
Wickedneſs and Abuſe of the holy things of God, were 
degraded from their Office, as appears from 1 Sam. 2. at 
large; ſee alſo Mr. Poole's Notes on the Place. In like 
manner was. that Promiſe to Phincas, Numb. 25. 12, 13, 
Tis called a Covenant of Peace, and an everlaſting Cove- 
nant, becauſe the Office was to continne to him and his 
Seed for a long ſpace of time. And ſo this New or Evan- 
gelical Covenant, introduced in the room and ſtead of the 
Old Teſtament or Moſaic Covenant, is called an everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, Heb. 13. 20. becauſe it was and is God's 
poſitive and fall Determination, that this ſecond Covenant 
and the Prieſthood, Ordinances and Inſtitutions thereof, 
being all better and more excellent than the Levitical ones, 
ſhould abide, continue, and remain, in the New Teſta- 
ment Church, without any Abolition or Alteration, till 
the End of the World, God will not introduce a New 
Covenant, or alter or change it in any wiſe howſoever, 
as is plain from the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ch. 7. 12. The 


Prieſt hood being changed, there is made of neceſſity a Change 


alſo of the Lam; and ver. 18. For verily there is a diſan- 
nulling of the Commandment going before, for the Weak- 
neſs and Unprofitableneſs thereof. And again, ch. 8.7. For 


if the Covenant had been faultleſs, then ſhould no Place 
have been ſought for the ſecond ;, and ver. 8. he ſays, For 


finding fault with them, he ſaith, Behold, the Days come 
(ſaith the Lord) when I will make a New Covenant with 
the Houſe of Iſrael and the Houſe 7 and then 
ver, 13. he concludes thus, Ia that he ſaith, a New Cove- 
nant, he hath made the firſt Old. Now that which decay: 

eth and waxeth old, is ready to vaniſh away. Per 
Mens looking only at the ſound of Words, and the 
juft Syllables thereof in Holy Scripture; and not duly 
conſidering how, and in what Senſe they are to be under- 
" EET: TI ſtood, 


— 
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3 ſtood, and not minding thoughtfully the Text and Con- 
text, the Scope and Deſign of him that ſpeaks therein, 
they miſerably miſunderſtand the Scriptures, and draw 
wrong Conſtructions from them. By what has been ſaid, 
I think we may plainly ſee in what fenſe this Covenant of 
Grace is called a ſure and everlaſting Covenant, (to wit) 
becauſe it is not to be expected to be altered or changed, 
but to continue and endure to the Conſummation of Time, 
As to the ſpiritual Bleſſings and Mercies contain'd in this 
Covenant, viz, Pardon of Sin, Righteouſneſs, Adoption, 
. eternal Life, &c. promiſed therein and thereby, I can- 
5 not at preſent underſtand them to be ſure and certain 
in ſuch a Senſe, as many take them to be, viz. that they 
are fo abſolutely and unreſervedly promiſed and aſcer- 
tain'd to Believers, that neither Temptations, Sin nor 
Devils, ſhall in this Life ever be able to deprive any Saint 
of God of any of them, or fruſtrate or make void his 
5 Intereſt in them, or forfeit his Right and Title to them; 
i but upon his Faithfulneſs and Perſeverance by the Grace 
5 of God promiſed never to be wanting to him, he ſhall 
7h molt certainly and aſſuredly continue in the Enjoyment 
1 of the preſent good things promiſed, and in time come to 
5 th Enjoyment of thoſe things that are future, and to be en- 
* joy'd in the World to come. And ſo that Paſſage, Rom. 8. 
35 to the end, is (to me) to be taken and expounded with 
other Scriptures, and to be underſtood conditionally, up- 4 
on a Believer's Perſeverance to the End in the good Ways =e 
of God, In ver. 18. the Apoſtle is perſuading the Chriſ- 
tians to Courage and Conſtancy in Perſecutions: and ver. 5 
247 25. he is encouraging their Hopes of Reward at the 
end of their Sufferings: And then from ver. 35 to end, 
he encourages them, and labours to animate their Spirits 
in, or againſt the ſharpeſt Sufferings for Chriſt ; and tells 
them, that no Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, &c. 
ſhould ſeparate them from the Love of God; or make them 
to be leſs loved, or in the favour of God, tho killed or- 
bereaved by Perſecutors of their very Lives, or of all that 
was dear to them in this World : altho they were, or 
ſhould be, ſeparated from the World, and the World from 
them, yet they ſhould not be ſeparated from their God : 
And this is what the Apoſtle ſhews in the place before 
us and is, in my Apprehenſion, the genuine Senſe there- 
of, and nothing more; and this ſeems to me very agreea- 
is ble with what he ſays in ſeveral other places in his Epiſtles, 
is 3 e 
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where he exhorts to Patience, Stedfaſtneſs, and Conſtan- 
cy; as chap. 15. 4, 5 6. Col. 1. 11. Heb. 6. 12. and 10. 36. 
and 12. 1. 1 Cor. 15, ult. And nothing more ſeems to me 
to be intended from the Place to be taught by the Apoſtle, 
So the Phraſes, I will not blot out his Name out of the Book of 
Life, Rev. 3.5. and chap, 22. 19, God ſpall take away his 
Part out of the Book of Life, have the ſame Senſe and Sig- 
nification, and are to be underſtood conditionally, And 
that place, Be thou faithful to Death, and I will give thee 
a Crown of Life, Rev, 2. 10. which ſuppoſes a Poſlibility 
to the contrary. And ſo all other, or molt Scriptures of 
the ſame Import, are to be meaſur'd with the ſame Line 
cf Interpretation ; otherwiſe, I ſee no cauſe, why divine 
Promiſes, Exhortations, and Threatnings ſhould be an- 
nexed to, or be Parts of this Covenant, or that they 
ſhould appertain to, or concern the People of God. I 
cannot underſtand how the Promiſes of God in Holy Scrip- 
ture ſhould be expounded, to evacuate and make null and 
void all Precepts, Exhortations, and Threatnings therein 
contain'd, | 

Bat as to the Stability and Everlaſtingneſs of the Co- 
venant ; and that no fingle Believer ſhall be ever totally 
depriv'd of his Intereſt in, or of any of the Bleſtings 
therein; does not the Scripture (may ſome object) 
ſay of David as a Type of Chriſt, in Pſal. 8g 28, 29, 
Cc. My Mercy will I 5 for him for ever more, and my 
Covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him; his Seed alſo will I make 
to endure for ever, and his Throne as the Days of Heaven, 
I his Children forſake my Law, &c. I will viſit their Tranſ- 
greſſums with* the Rod, and their Iniguity with Stripes; 
nevertheleſs my loving Kindneſs ſhall not depart from him, &c. 
And 1/a, 54. 10. The Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills 


be removed; but my Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee; nei- 
ther ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be removed, ſaith the 


Lord that hath mercy on thee. And Jer. 31, the holy Pro- 
phet reciting God's Covenant with his People, from ver, 
31 to 35. ſays thus, wer. 35, 36. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
which giveth the Sun for a Light by Day, and the Ordi- 
nances of the Moon and Stars for a Light by Night, &c. 
and then, ver. 36. If thoſe Ordinances depart from before 
me, ſaith the Lord, then the Seed of Iſrael ſhall alſo ceaſe from 
being a Nation before me for ever : and ver. 37. If Heaven 
above can be meaſured, and the Foundations of the Earth 
be ſearched out beneath, then will I alſo caſt off all the Seed 
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chap. 32. 40. I will make an everlaſting Covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them to do them good. Do 
not all theſe lofry Expreſtions prove the Stability of the 
Covenant with God's People; and that not-one of Gad's 
Iſrael, his People, ſhall ever be fruſtrated of the Bleſlings 
thereof; but that Grace and Glory ſtand as ſecure as the 
Pillars of Heaven and Earth to every Believer by virtue 
of God's Covenant? 

Anſw. To this it may be anſwer'd : We are attentively 
and ſeriouſly to mind and conſider the Scope and Import 
of theſe and the like Scriptures, arid we ſhall eaſily ſee 
they prove nothing at all of the Mercies of the Covenant 
made ſure to every ſingle Believer, ſo as they lie under 
no poſlibllity of being defeated of them, as they are com- 
monly brought to prove they do. For, as to the place 
in Pſal. 89, the whole Pſalm compar'd with 2 Sam. 7. 14, 
&c, molt plainly relates to God's Covenant or Promiſe 
with or to David, and is a Promiſe that the Kingdom of 
Tfrael ſhould never want a Succeſſor of his Loins to fit 
upon his Throne, till the coming of the Meſſiah, as was 
propheſied of by good Jacob long before, Ger. 49. 10. The 


Scepter ſhall not depart from 1 nor a Lam giver from 


between his Feet, until Shiloh (or the Meſſiah) come; for 
David was of the Line of Judah, who was one of the 
Sons of e And the Meaning of the place is, that 
the Scepter or Dominion ſhould be ſeated in the Tribe of 
2 2 tho it expreſſes not when the kingly Power ſhould 

e ſeated or put into the Tribe of Judzh; but when it 
ſhall be ſo ſeated and ſettled there, it ſhould not depart 
from it, till Chriſt ſhould come : and accordingly it came 
to paſs, for the kingly Power over [ſracl did not depart 
from the Tribe of Judah, or from the Line of David, 
nor was extinct till the coming of Chriſt, Nor does 
there ſeem to be any thing more, or farther aſſerted in 
that Scripture, unleſs what may be ſignified of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or of the whole Church in general. Nor can it rea- 
ſonably be expounded to prove that ſpiritual Mercies given 


to every ſingle Believer, ſhall never be. taken from him; 


or that God will not take his Kindneſs, Love, and Mer- 
cies from him, howſoever he carry it towards him. 
And by the Paſſages of Scripture before-mention'd in 


Jaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, as by reading all the Places 


throughout, and comparing the ſame together, it appears 
obvious and very plain, that they principally relate to the 


Jews as a Nation, Body, or People, and not to every 


true 
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true Believer as ſuch; and the primary Import and Intent 
of them is, to ſhew, that God would not utterly forſake 
them, or caſt them off, but would again bring them into 
their own Land, tho diſperſed into divers Nations, and 
carried into Captivity, as the forecited Places, and Ezek, 
306. abundantly teftify, And the judicious Mr, Poole him- 
ſelf, in his Comment on Fer. 33. 25, 26, fays thus, © By 
„ the Seed of Jacob, and of Abraham and Iſaac, are meant 
þ © the Body of the Jews, to whom theſe three Patriarchs 
| © were common Heads; by the Seed of David, Perſons 
© lineally deſcended from David, who fhould rule over 
© the J/rgel of God. The Sum of the two Verſes is 
© plainly no more, than God has ſaid before, that a Reſ- 
4 toration of them to their own Land ſhould as cer- 
© tainly ſucceed their Captivity, as the Night ſucceedeth 
4 the Day, or the Day ſucceeds the Night.” 

And it is alſo moreover to be acknowledged, that it is 
as clear as the Sun, that the Promiſes there mention'd, as 
God's Covenant with his People, are in part evangelical, 
and are made of ſpiritual Graces and Bleſiings ; ſome of 
them to, or pointing at Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ; and ſome, 
again, made to his Church or People, called God's Jj-acl; 
and the Seed of Jacob, as Jer. 32. 15, 16. and in abun- 
dance of places in the Pſalms and Frophets, But then 
it is as plain that thoſe ſpiritual Promiſes include and im- 
ply Proviſoes and Conditions in them. They promiſe 
large Effuſions of the Spirit of Grace, and evangelical 
Mercies, more glorious Diſcoveries of ſpiritual Light 
under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, than under the 
* Law. And they mainly prove and import the Stability of 
the Covenant with God's Church or People in general, 
and with every fingle Believer in particular, under the 
> Limitations and Conditions mention'd in the Covenant. 
; And ſo the Senſe of the faid Place, Ja. 54. 10. is, as the 

> fame judicious Author obſerves, that God will not caſt off 
his Chriſtian Church, as he did the Church of the Jews ; 
and that the New Covenant is eftabliſh'd upon better and 
ſurer Promiſes than the Old. And that Place, Jer. 33. 18, 
19, 20. which is the ſame in Subſtance with that, /. 54. 
9 10. if taken as a Promiſe of ſpiritual Things, or pet 
: of the Covenant of Grace, and that the ſame is as firm 
and ſecure to the Church, as the Succeſſion of Nays and 

Nights; yet it ſhews the ſame was made to the ody of 
the Church ia general; and not ſo to be under ood, 3 
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(70) 
if the Apoſtacy, Sins, and Rebellions of any of God's 
own People, could not be able to deprive them, or any of 
them, thereof. The ſame judicious Author comments on 
the Words thus: By the Covenant of the Day and 
© Night here is meant the ſame with the Ordinances, 
© chap. 31. 35. God's Law eſtabliſhed in the Courſe of 
< natural Cauſes, by which the Day and Night orderly 
© ſacceed one another, Theſe Verſes are but a further 
< Confirmation of what was ſaid before, and the Senſe 
© of them no more than this, That the Succeſſion of 
© the Goſpel-Miniſtry in the Church of God to abide 
© for ever, ſhould be as certain as the Succeſſion of Dark- 
© neſs and Light; God has eſtabliſhed the latter in a ne- 
© ceſſary Courſe of natural Cauſes, and he would by his 
© Providence take care, for the other, that the Effect ſhould 


| © be every whit as certain. Tho ſecond Cauſes are widely 


© different, yet God who is the firſt Cauſe of both is the 
6 an, and would as certainly bring the one to paſs as the 
c other, 

And indeed, here is the unhappy Miſtake of many 
good Men; they take the Everlaſtingneſs, Stability or 
Perpetuity of the Covenant, in the Places of Scripture 
beforz-mention'd, whether it be a Covenant with the 
Jews as a Body or Nation, and ſo to promiſe temporal 
Mercies; or if it be taken there as an Evangelical or Goſ- 
pel-Covenant, promiling divine and ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
they take it to be meant of, and underſtand it to be an 
abſolute unconditional Promiſe, made to every fingle and 
particular Believer, or true ſpiritual Mraelite of God. 
Whereas (in my Apprehenſion) the true Meaning of the 
Places rather is, that God would not utterly forſake his 
Goſpel-Church, his Spirit and Word ſhould not be utterly 
taken from it, according to ſeveral New Teſtament Pro- 
miſes; as, The Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her, 
Mat. 16. 18. His Spirit the Comforter ſhall abide with her 


for ever, John 15. 16, that is, ſhe ſhould never be totally 


extinct or rooted out of the World, by all the Powers 
of Satan and his malicious Inſtruments. But thoſe, or 
the like Phraſes and Paſſages of Scripture, do not, as I 
can underitand, prove, that no particular Church or Con- 


gregation of God's People, ſhall ever be unchurched, or 


the Goſpel taken from them for their Sin, as Rev. 2. F. 
doth evince the contrary. Nor do the aforeſaid Promiſes, 
to my Underſtanding, prove or aſſert the Certainty of 

| | the 
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the Covenant to be performed by God to every individual 
Believer, in ſuch a ſenſe as many take them to be per- 
formed ; nor do they import the final Perſeverance of e- 
very ſingle individual true Believer, or that all and every 
one of them ſhall be preſerved in the true Faith, or in a 
State of true Grace againſt all Oppoſition to the contrary. 
So that in Sum, tbe Subſtance of the Promiſes before- 
mention'd is this, (if you take them to belong to the 
Jewiſh Nation, or Body of People, as ſuch) that they 
ſhould not at any time be wholly or altogether left and 
forſaken of God, according to Rom. 11. at large; and 
particularly ver. 25, 26, 27. the Apoſtle tells us, that 
Blindneſs in part is happened to Iſrael, until the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles be come in; and ſo all Iſrael all be ſaved, as 
it is written, (the Apoſtle there alluding to 7a. 59. 20.) 
There ſhall come out of Sion a Deliverer, who ſhall turn 
away Ungodlineſs from Jacob. For this is my Covenant unto 
them, when I ſhall take away their Sin. Meaning, as is ſup- 
pos'd, that upon their Repentance, God will pardon their 
grievous Sin of crucifying Chriſt, and of their Infidelity, 
under which they have lain for ſo many Ages and Genera- 
tions. And if you take the fore-mention'd Promiſes, and 
the Covenant mention'd in 1ſaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, 
to be evangelical, and of ſpiritual Graces, and heavenly 
things; it appears the Everlaſtingneſs or Immoveableneſs 
of the Covenant there mention'd, is to be underſtood as 
to and on the part of God, it ſhall be ſo firm, ſtable, 
and ſecure, as he will not fail in a Jot or Tittle of his 
Promiſe to us; but yet, not that it admits of no Provi- 
ſoes or Conditions on the Believer's part, whereby or upon 
which account, he ſhall enjoy the Bleſſings thereof; or 
that they cannot be ſuſpended, or he cannot forfeit his 
Right and Title to them by any means whatſoever, And 
it appears that the Certainty or Firmneſs of the Cove» 
nant there, and in the parallel Places of Holy Scripture, 
is to be underſtood in the Senſe before expreſs d, as it is 
an evangelical Covenant, to relate to the whole Church 
of God in general ; and that God will not abſolutely 
deſert her, his Kindneſs and Mercy ſhall not be utterly 
taken from her, ſhe ſhall not ceaſe to be in the World, 
his Holy Spirit ſhall not be taken from her, his Faithful. 
neſs ſhall not for ever fail her; but that the ſpiritual Pro- 
miſes mention'd and ſet down, either in the Old or New 
Teltament, ſhould be underſtood of ſuch a politive * 

made 
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. 
made to every individual and ſingle Believer, as that thoſe 
things are ſo ſettled upon him without any Condition or 
Reſervation whatſoever, as firmly as the Pillars of Hea- 
ven and Earth, without any Poſſibility of his loſing of 
them while here on Earth, is not, as I can ſee, within the 
true Intent and Meaning of thoſe or any Promiſe in the 
Holy Scriptures, nor to be believed by ſuch as take a com- 

tent Care to be inform'd of the Truth of what they 

lieve. For if it be ſo, we muſt daſh out every Precept, 
Warning, and Exhortation to Perſeverance and Conſtancy 
in the good Ways of God contain'd in the Scriptures ; 
we may at once ſtrike out every Threatning therein men- 
tion'd, againſt all Back-ſliding and Apoſtacy, (which Ex- 
hortations and Threatnings are moſt certainly a Part of 
this divine Sanction, or New Covenant of Grace) if it 
be ſtable and ſure in the Senſe and Meaning of our ad- 
verſe Brethren, And the Cautions, Warnings; and Ad- 


monitions ſurely muſt be vain and impertinent, when 


there's no 7 or Danger of loſing the Mercies and 
Bleſſings of this Covenant, or of ſuffering the Penalties 
of the Threatnings therein contain'd. But further, 

To my mean Underſtanding, there are two things to be 
obſerv'd why the Covenant is ſaid to be ſnre and everlaſt- 
ing, —_ we may under ſtand in what Senſe it is ſaid 
to be ſo. | 

1. The Mercies are called the ſure Mercies of David, 1/a. 
55. 3. and in other Places of like import. And God has 
confirm'd the Covenant by his Oath, and ſealed it by his 


Son's Blood, and given to us an Earneſt of theſe Mercies 


contain'd in it by his Holy Spirit in our Hearts; to the 
end we might with Certainty depend on them, and truſt 
in them, that the Promiſes might de a ſure and firm Foun- 
dation to fix the Foot of Faith upon. As for inſtance 
that great Promiſe, John 11. 25. 1 am the Reſurrection an 
the Life; he that believeth in me, tho he were dead, yet 
fall he live. And that Rom. 8. 1, There is therefore now no 
Condemnation to them which are in Chrift Jeſus; and many 
more of like Nature in Holy Scripture, So that this Co- 
venant is made ſure for the ſolid Comfort of a dying Be- 
liever, that he may venture his Soul upon it, and go com- 
fortably and with Aſſurance into a wide Eternity, in a 
holy Expectation of the Truth of it, and that the Pro- 
miſes of God will be certainly fulfilled to him. They 
are not yea and nay, they are not unſtable Os 
eceitty 
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deceitful Promiſes, upon whom we can have no Depen- 
dance, but ſure and certain (thro Chriſt and for his ſake) 
on God's part to be fulfilled, Heb. 10. 23. To hold the 
Profeſſion of Faith is there exhorted to ; and then, for 
Comfort, it is added, For he is faithful that hath 2 
to wit, the Reward of eternal Life, in or for ſo doing, 
as is imply'd in the Words. And 2 Cor. 1. 20. For all the 
Promiſes of God in him (i. e. in and thro Jeſus Chriſt) are 
Tea and Amen unto the Glory of God by us, i. e. faithful 
and true, as the Word Amen ſignifies, verily and truly 
to be depended upon; and will in no wiſe fruſtrate or 
diſappoint the Belieyer's Hopes and Expectations. But 
again more eſpecially, 

2. The Bleſſings and Mercies of the New Covenant are 
called ſure, and the Covenant an everlaſting Covenant; 
not becauſe there is an utter Impoſſibility of any Man's 
being deprived of them, or any of them, while he is in 
a State of 'Tryal in this Life ; or that Sin, Corruption, 
Temptations or Devils, ſhall not be able to obſtruct his 
Enjoyment of them, or that every. Believer ſhall and 
mult obtain them againſt or in deſpite of all Oppoſition 
to the contrary : but they are (as may moſt reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed) ſaid to be ſure and certain, in compariſon 
of, or if compared with the unconſtant and uncertain 
things of this preſent World, ſuch as Men may deprive 
us of and take from us. Hence it is, Riches are called 
uncertain Riches, 1 Tim. 6. 17. The Faſhion (i. e. the Glory 
o the World paſſeth away, of fadeth away, Temporal 
things may, but ſpiritual Mercies cannot be taken from 
us, to wit, by Men. They may rob us of our Gold, 
they may deſpoil us of our Goods; but they cannot rob 
us of our God, our Portion, our Inheritance, or our 
Graces, our Faith, Humility, Patience and Integrity, &c. 
So Heaven is called an eternal Inheritance, Heb. 9. 15- 
The things of the upper World, not ſeen with mortal 
Eyes, are called eternal, 2 Cor. 4. ult. in oppoſition to 
the uncertain fluctuating things of the grout World: 
And we ſhall never be deprived of the Fruition and En- 


joyment of thoſe things above, when once we ſhall be 

ſo happy as to be put into the full and actual Poſſeſſion 

of them. And therefore upon theſe Accounts, and for 

theſe Reaſons, that the great God will not make or in- 

troduce another Covenant under this Diſpenſation, as he 

did by removing that under the Diſpenſation of Masch nd 
| | cau 
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becauſe the Bleffings of this Covenant, as\Remiſfion of Sins, 
Grace, Righteouſneſs and eternal Life, cannot be taken 
away from us by wicked Men; Thieves cannot, break thro 
and ſteal them from us, as they may the things of this tran- 
ſitory World: therefore, I fay, and for theſe reaſons only 
it is (in my Apprehenſion) that the Covenant of Grace 
is called an everlaſting Covenant, and the Mercies thereof 
are ſure Mercies, and in no other fenſe. And that thoſe 
Promiſes in the Holy Scriptures, which (in ſome Mens 
Judgments) look like abſolute and unconditional Promiſes 
have all of them Conditions, either expreſs'd or imply” 
in them, as the Precepts, Exhortations and 'Threatnings, 
which are (as I may ſay) N and Comments 
upon them, do, throughout the Scriptures, abundantly 
declare : I may, for a cloſe here, give one Inftance inftead 
of a great number that might be added, God fays, 
Heb. 13.5. I will never leave thee nor forſake thee 5, which 
appears plainly to be conditional and under a Provifo, 
as is well explained, 1 Chron. 28, 9. If thou forſake him, he 
will caſt thee off for ever; and by that 1 Cor. g. 27, and 
Iſa. 1. 28. They that forſak 
and ch. 59. 2. But your Iniquities have ſeparated between 
you and your God, and your Sins have hid his Face from 
you, that he will not hear. And Believers are ſaid to be 
kept by the Power of God thro Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 
5. And yet nevertheleſs the Apoſtle Jude, ver. 21, ex- 
horts us to keep our ſelves in the Love of God, | 


SSLASZLASSSISSSSSSEASESSS 
CHAP. X. 


Wherein, or in what reſpect, the New Covenant is à better 


Covenant than the Old, or Sinai Covenant. 


80 much hath been obſerved of this, in the fourth Chap- 
ter, or general Head of this Diſcourſe, wherein was 
ſhewed the Difference of or between theſe two Covenants, 
to which the Reader is referr'd, that'it is impertinent to 
fay much more : To which I ſhall only add, or almoſt 
in Subſtance repeat, Spd ics 
Jeſus Chriſt is called the Mediator of this Covenant, 
Heb. 8, 6. and ch, g. 15. becauſe he mediates or intercedes 


between 
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between God and his People for the Performance of thoſe 
things promiſed in this Covenant; and he mediates or 
intercedes not as a Supplicant, or by way of Entreaty 
only, but in right of his Sufferings, as having thereby 

urchaſed Grace and Glory for us: and fo he is a better 
ee than doſes. He is called in Mal. 3. 1. the 
Angel or Meſſenger of the Covenant, which Phraſe is 
emphatical, and requires our Conſideration; God's Meſ- 
ſenger to Men to reveal the Goſpel of Grace to Sinners, 
by preaching it to them, by himſelf and by his Miniſters; 
the Confirmer and Ratifier of the Covenant, by whoſe 
Blood it was and is confirmed, and for whoſe Sakes only 
it is in part performed to us here, and the remaining Part 
ſhall be perform'd hereafter. 

This Covenant is better than that. That Covenant ſays, 
Obey perfectly and thou ſhalt live; but if thou fail in 
one point thou muſt die, Gal. 3, 10, 12. But the Sanc- 
tion of this is, Believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, Acts 16, 31. Accept of and receive ano- 
ther's Righteouſneſs, Obedience and Satisfaction, and thou 
ſhalt have eternal Life ; a better Mediator, in as much 
as Chriſt is better than Moſes, a better Prieſt than Aaron or 
Melchiſedek, a better Sacrifice than a Bullock or a Lamb, 


Here are Promiſes of better things, a heavenly Canaan 


inſtead of an earthly, Better Terms and Conditions, 
Faith and imperfe& Obedience inſtead of the Impoſli- 
bility of perfect Obedience, Better Seals, the precious 
Blood of Chriſt inſtead of Bulls and Goats, Heb. g. 13. 
and inſtead of Circumciſion, Rom. 4. 11. better Tables on 
which it was wrote; that on Tables of Stone, Exod. 31.18. 
this on the fleſhly Tables of the Heart, 2 Cr. 3. 3. a bet- 
ter Circumciſion, this of the Heart inſtead of that in 
the Fleſh, Rom. 2, 29, better and more clear Diſcove- 
ries, Revelations and Aſſurances of ſpiritual and heavenly 
Things; that wrapt up in Veils and Shadows; in this the 
Promiſes are bright, clear and conſpicuous, 2 Cor. 3. from 
9. to the end, So that by many Degrees, and in many 
Reſpects, the New Covenant is much better than the 
Old ; and therefore divine Wiſdom thought it much 
better to aboliſh the firſt, and eſtabliſh the ſecond, for 


the Ends and Purpoſes aforeſaid, viz. For the Weakneſs 
and Vuprofitableneſs thereof, Heb. 10, 1, 2. 


— 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the Perſons to whom the New Covenant belongs, or the 
Perſons intereſted in it. | 


T HIS Covenant, as has been obſerved, was made with 
Adam after his Fall, and in him with all his Poſte- 
rity, Eternal Life and Salvation therefore are in and by 
it offered to all Men, upon the Terms therein contained, 
And fo I take it to be made with, and the Bleſſings pro- 
miſed and offered to Sinners, even to all Sinners, for 
their Acceptance ; and Chriſt and Salvation ſent in this 
Goſpel-Promiſe or Covenant to all Sinners. And ſo it is 
to be preached to all Men, to every Creature, Mark 16. 
15. Go ye into all the World, preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture; and God would have all Men to be Foes and come 
to the Knowledge of the Truth, Who gave himſelf a Ranſom 
for all, 1 Tim. 2,4,7. The Proviſions of the Feaſt men- 
tioned under the Parable, Mat. 22. 1, 2, 3, Cc. are ſaid 
to be prepared and made ready for all them who re- 
fuſed, as well as for them who accepted the fame ; and 
conſequently the Death of Chriſt is extended to and for 
all Sinners, and thereby Life and Salvation procured and 
prepared for all Sinners : and all are exhorted and com- 
manded to believe and repent, with Promiſes and Threat- 
nings to reward the Believer, and puniſh'the Unbeliever. 
All are commanded to believe and repent and accept of 
Jeſus Chriſt, upon pain of eternal Damnation. All Men 
under Goſpel-Grace, have, at one time or other, ſuffi- 
cient Means and Ability to believe and repent ; or other- 
wiſe God muſt command them and exhort them to do 
what is impoſlible for them to do, and as ſome have adven- 
tur'd to ſay, has determin'd eternally ſome Men ſhall 
never do; which is abſurd and unworthy to be believed 
of a holy, juſt and gracious God, * 
And as the Covenant of Grace is ſo made with Adam 
and all his Poſterity after his Fall; ſo I verily believe that 
all Infants are included and compriz'd in this Covenant, 
and that dying before they have actually ſinned, and fo 
excluded themſelves out of the Grace of it, they being 
| intereſted 
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intereſted in it, are certainly ſaved; and that the At- 
tainder or Guilt that lay on them of original Sin, is taken 
away from them by the Blood of this Covenant for their 
free Juſtification. According to Rom. 5. from ver, 12 to 
the 2 the Paſſage undeniably proves that as all fell by 


the firſt Adam, ſo they riſe again, and are repair'd, in 
and by the ſecond Adam Jeſus Chriſt, and that no Soul 
will periſh in or for Adam's Sin ; and as Judgment came 
on alt for one Sin, ſo the Grace of God, in the ſe: 
cond Covenant, extends pardoning Mercy to all Sinners, 
and for all Sins, excepting that againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ver. 18, 19. Therefore as by the Offence of one, Judgment 
came upon all Men to Condemnation ;, even ſo, by the Righ- 
teouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men unto Juſti- 
fication of Life. For as by one Man's Diſobedience many 
were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of one, fall many 
be made Righteous, If by one Man's Offence many, 
i. e. all, came under Judgment and Condemnation, and 
by one Man's Diſobedience many, or all, were made Sin- 
ners; and if by one Man's, z, e. Chriſt's Obedience, 
many or all were not ſet free from Condemnation, and 
made righteous, then the Sin of Adam is more extenſive 
than the Grace and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : which flatly 
contradicts the Apoſtle's Reaſoning, which is to ſhew that 
the Grace of the latter is every whit as large and com- 
menſurate as the Sin of the former. And fo, 2 Cor. F. 14, 
If one died for all, then were all dead. Which Places preg- 
nantly prove that the Death of Chriſt ſets all Mankind 
free from the Guilt contracted by Adam's Sin. And there- 
fore, as God gave Infants a Being in the World, where- 
by Adam's Sin became theirs by Imputation, ſo he has 
moſt graciouſly provided a falutary Remedy for them all, 
by the Blood of his only Son; neither is there the leaſt 
ground, from Scripture, to believe but they are under the 
Ele&ion of Grace, or that God has excluded any of them, 
dying in their Infancy, from the Covenant of Grace, or 
paſſed any Decree of Reprobation againſt them or any 
of them. But the Scripture ſays of them, all indefinitely 
and without Exception, of ſuch is the Kingdem of Hea- 
ven, Mat. 19. 14. 

And whereas Remiſſion of Sins, Juſtification of our 
Perſons, and eternal Life, are the principal and great 
Things promiſed in this great Charter of Heaven to Be- 
lievers, and they have a Right or Title to them ; and 


tho 
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tho the Covenant of Grace is made to and with all 
Mankind in general, as is before aſſerted, 3 hope, 


ſufficiently proved; yet Believers only, as Believers, 

can by Chriſt lay claim to the Bleſſings thereof, I mean 
to an actual Intereſt in them. Hence therefore it fol- 
lows, and to me it is an indubitable Truth, and well 
founded on Holy Scripture, that the Bleſſings of this 
Covenant are made to and belong to Believers and their 
Seed. But to what Seed? not to their Seed by natural 
Generation, or their Children born of their Fleſh, as 
ſuch, as many ſuppoſe ;, but to their ſpiritual Seed, i. e. 
their believing Seed, walking in their Faith. The Cove- 
nant of Circumciſion, indeed, was made to Abraham and 
his natural Seed; but the Covenant of Grace, as it was 
made to Abraham, was not made to Abraham and his 
natural, but to his ſpiritual Seed. And it is a Miſtake 
to think that the Covenant of Grace is made to Be- 
lievers and their natural Seed according to the Fleſh; and 
is attended with many Inconveniencies and Abſurdities: 
1. As that Infants are intitled to Ordinances in the 
Church of Chriſt, nay, to Heaven and eternal Life, by 
their being born of Chriſtian or believing Parents. 
*Tis in vain to ſay we have Abraham to our Father, Mat. z. 
9. unleſs we have the Faith of Abraham, 2. That ſpi- 
ritual Parents muſt beget ſpiritual Children ; believing 
Parents, believing Children; and ſo they muſt go to 
Heaven by their Parents Faith and Holineſs. 3. And that 
the Children of Unbelievers, or ungodly Parents, upon 
this Hypotheſis, muſt be excluded from the Covenant of 
Grace, and deprived of Salvation by reaſon of their Pa- 
reats Sin and Unbelief. A greater Vanity, one would 


think, could not be averred or taught, by learned and 


ſpiritual Men. The contrary whereof is, methinks, plain 
in the Holy Scriptures. The Covenant of Circumciſion, 
Gen. 17. having temporal and ſpiritual Promiſes in it 
made to Abraham, it appears as clear as the Sun (when 
no Clouds interpoſe between us and that glorious Body) 
that the Mercies of that Covenant, as far as can be ſup- 
poſed that they were ſpiritual, or as they related to Juſti- 
fication and Salvation, (if ſach Bleſſings were therein con- 
tained, for he was juſtified, as appears, Gen. 12. by that 
Promiſe made long before his Circumciſion) did not be- 
long to Abraham's natural Seed, but to his ſpiritual Seed 
born of __ or rather born of Chriſt by Faith. Tis the 

great 
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great Deſign and Drift of the Apoſtle Paul in Rom. ch. 3. 


and ch. 4. and Gal. 3. compared together, to ſhew, that 
the evangelical Covenant was not made yiith Abraham's 
carnal, but to his ſpiritual Seed, Rom. 4. 30—9. For 
the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the Bleſſings of the Covenant 
made to Believers by Abraham, viz. Juſtification and Re- 
miſſion of Sins, chap, 4. 1——9. he adds, ver. 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13. Cometh this Bleſſednef, then upon the Circumcifion 
only, or upon the Uncircumciſion alſo ? for we ſay that Faith 


was reckoned to Abraham for Righteouſneſs. How was it 


then reckoned ? when he was in Circumciſion, or in Uncir- 
cumciſion? not in Circumciſion, but in Uncircumcifion, And 
he received the Sign of Circumciſion, a Seal of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Faith which he had yet being uncircumciſed ; 
that he might be the Father of all them that believe, tho 
they be not circumciſed \, that Righteouſneſs might be imputed 
unto them alſo: And the Father of Circumciſion, to them 
who are not of the Circumciſion only but alſo walk in the 
Steps of that Faith of our Father braham, which he had 
being yet uncircumciſed, For the Promiſe that he ſhould be 
the Heir of the World, was not to Abraham, or to his Seed 
thro the Law, but thro the Righteouſneſs of Faith. And 
again, moſt emphatically, Gal, 3.6, 7, 8, 9. Even as Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was accounted to him for Righte- 
ouſneſs. Know ye therefore that they which are of Faith, 


the ſame are the Children of Abraham. And the Scrip- 


Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In 
thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed. So then they which be 
of Faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. And then 
ver. 29. he draws this Inference- and Concluſion, and 


faith, And if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and 
Heirs according to the Promiſe, 


The Promiſes or Bleſſings of the Covenant are ſaid 
to be made to Believers only, becauſe they, by Faith, 
have Intereſt therein; and ſo the Covenant is ſaid to be 
made with the Houſe of Jſrael and Judah; they have 
an actual Intereſt in it. To them belongs the Adoption, 
Rom. 9.4. 1 John 3. 1. Theirs is Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
It is upon all them that believe, Rom. 3. 22, Their Sins 
are waſhed away, and they actually juſtified, 1 Cor. 6. 11. 
Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 5. 3. They have 
a Right and Title to it : they are pure in Heart, and 
they ſhall ſee God, ver, 8. and ſo of all the reſt, 4 
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therefore they are called Children of the Promiſe, Gal. 4. 28. 
and Heirs of the Promiſe, Gal. 3. ult. God is ſaid to be 
their Father, John 20. 17, By theſe Expreſſions is ſignified 
their Right and Title to theſe things; and others, not 
being Believers, are faid to be, as that Text has it, Eph. 
2. 12. without Chrift, being Aliens from the Common-wealth 
of Iſrael, and Strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe; 
aving no Hope, and without God in the World : having 
at preſent nothing to do with theſe things, but not 
importing an utter or total Impoſſibility, or Pre-ordina- 
tion of God from Eternity, that any Man or. Sinner 
ſhall ever have any thing to do with them, or that he 
is or ſhall be (in the ſenſe of our adverſe Brethren) ut- 
terly excluded from this Covenant, or the Grace thereby 
romiſed. For it appears all Men are called to it: con- 
fal the following Places of Holy Scripture, Mat. 11. 28. 
John 6. 40. and 20. 21. Ila. 55. I. Rev, 22. 17. for being 
called to Chriſt, they are called into the Covenant of 
Grace, by thoſe and the like Invitations and Promiſes. 
And further, Men are called, exhorted and commanded 
in Scripture to enter into Covenant, 2 Chron. 15. 12. to 
take hold of the Covenant, Iſa, 56. 4. and to join themſelves 
to the Lord in Covenant, Jer. 50. 5. Ezek. 20. 37. 


SHER xo de de f de d de der S. ke de & de d Kd ld de de de 
CHAP. XII. 
Whether Sinners ſhall be condemned at the Great Day of 


Fudgment by the Covenant of Works, or of Grace; by the 
Law, or by the Goſpel. . 


PHE laſt Head of our Diſcourſe (excepting a few 
Inferences which remain to be made) which comes 
under our Conſideration, may be. diſpatched in a few 
Words. Nor will 1 be dogmatical, but only humbly 
offer my Thoughts with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments, 
touching the matter before us. Some will have it that Sin- 
ners ſhall be judged, as to their final States in the other 
World, as ſtanding and being under the Covenant. of 
Works, commonly called the Sinai Covenant; according to 
theſe and the like Expreſſions in Holy Scripture, Curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written 


68790 
ritten in the Book of the Law to do them, Gal. 3. 10. As 
as have ſi without Law, (meaning probably thar 
of Moſes) ſhall periſh without Lam; and fo the Apoſtle 
means the Gentil World: And as many as have ſinned in 
the Law (or under the Law) ſhall be judged by the Law, 
Rom. 2: 12. There's one that accuſeth you, even Moles, 
John 5. 45. Some again 22 all Men under this 
Chriſtian Inſtitution ſtand under the New Covenant or 
Diſpenſation of Grace, and ſhall hereafter be judged and 
condemned by the Covenant of Grace or the Goſpel- 
Covenant, according to the Import of thoſe Scriptures, 
which ſeem to imply ſtrongly Mens Damnation to be for 
not believing in Telus Chriſt, and for Sinners reje&ing 
of him; as Mark 15. 16. John 3. 36. Rom, 2. 16. In the 
Day when God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to my Goſpel 2 Theſſ. 1. 8. In flaming Fire, ta- 
king Vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I think here's no need of 
Contention about this Matter, It's not material whe- 
ther Sinners ſhall be condemned at: the Great Day of 
— by the Law, or by the Goſpel- Covenant. It 
ighly concerns every Soul to endeavour to prevent his 
Condemnation altogether, by repenting and turning to 
God, It ſeems very reaſonable to believe that Men ſhall 
be judged by that Law, which God has ſet them under, 
whether his written Word or that of natural Conſcience 
only; and that Men, whom God has ſet by his Providence 
under the Sound and Light of the Goſpel, ſhall be judged by 
the Goſpel. It appears, as has been often before obſerv'd, 
that all Prohibitions of Sin, and Comminations againft 
it, mentioned in the Holy Scriptures, are but Parts of the 
New Covenant, and together with the Promiſes and Ex- 
| hortations therein, compoſe and make up the whole of 
that Holy Sanction and Eſtabliſhment. And ſince it ſeems 
now, that after the Fall of our firſt Parents, all Men 
(ey ſuch who ſtand and live under the Goſpel) 
nd under a ſecond Covenant, viz, that of Grace and 
not of Works; ſo it ſeems moſt probable and reafonable 
to believe that they will hereafter be judged; not by the 
Covenant of Works, or the firſt Covenant, but by the 
New or Goſpel-Covenant, | | 
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Containing ſome practical Inferences or Deduct ions from the 
| foregoing Diſcourſe, 


AVING deſcribed, according to my Meaſure of 

Light and Underſtanding, the New Covenant, or 
Covenant of Grace; I ſhall for a Cloſe add a few Corol- 
laries or Deductions, which may, by the Bleſſing of God, 
be of Uſe, Inſtruction, and Comfort both to the Saint 
and Sinner. And, 


I. Of Information, 


I. It may inform every Sinner, and it may be for his 
Comfort, that tho he is not preſent in this Covenant, yet 
he lies not under any Impoſlibility of having Benefit by 
it, he is not laid under any previous Decree of God 
to the contrary ; but he may become a Party in it, and 
an Heir to the Bleſſings of it, provided he has not finned 
away the Day of Grace afforded him, and be utterly left 
and given up of God, which, I judge, no Man has cauſe 
utterly to deſpair of in this Life, 

2. That the great and merciful God, who molt ear- 
neſtly deſires, and even pathetically wiſhes the Happineſs 
and Salvation of every Sinner, 1 Tim. 2. 4. is deſirous 
they ſhould and would enter into his Covenant; and is 
ready, exceeding ready to beſtow theſe Covenant-Bleſtings 
upon them, to every one that ſeeks, asks, and puts forth 
but an Endeavour for them; he will freely give t hem to 
him that will but accept and receive them : our Saviour 
ſays, Ask and it ſpall be given you, ſeck and ye ſhall find, 
knock and it ſhall be opened unto you; for every one that 
asketh receiveth, and he that ſeeketh 2 and to him 
that knocketh it ſpall be opened, Mat. 7. 7, 8. And whoſo- 
ever will, let him come and take of the Water of Life freely, 
Rev. 22. 17. | | — 
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{I. Uſe of Examination. 


It is the Duty of every one to examine his Right and 
Title to this Covenant, to know whether he is a Party in 
it, has enter'd into it ſolemnly, and can ſay, he is an Heir 
of the Promiſes, It is, and mult be a deplorable State 
to any Soul that is not in it, O how fad is it to be a 
Stranger to the Covenants of Promiſe ! to have no hope, 
which he cannot have, (i. e. a true one) whilſt without 
God in the World ! For, dying without an Intereſt in it, 
there's no Intereſt in God, no Title to the Promiſes, no 
Inheritance to be expected in Heaven hereafter. There- 
fore, ask thy Soul now, whether thou haſt taken God 
for thy God in Covenant ? haſt thon given up thy ſelf to 
him in this Relation, readily, reſolvedly, and without 
Reſervation ? And here for thy Comfort and Satisfaction, 
thou mayeſt know whether thou art in it a Covenantee, 
upon whom ſome of the Mercies of it are conferr'd at 
preſent, and the reſt remain and are reſerv'd to be given 
in their due time. Is thy Mind favingly enlightned by the 
Spirit of God ? Is thy ſtony Heart taken away, and 
turned into Fleſh ? Has it ſometimes heretofore, and will 
it ſtill ever and anon, genuinely melt and grieve for Sin? 
Will it bleed over a bleeding and dying Jeſus ? Is the Fear 
of God in thy Heart? Is the Spirit of God in rhee? Art 
thou a new Creature in Chriſt ? Is thy Heart a Habitation 
of God thro the Spirit? Hait thou a new Nature made 
in thee, and a new Name given unto thee ? Doſt thou 
love God fincerely, and obey him readily and willingly ? 
Then thou mayeſt know afſuredly, that thou art really 
and truly in the New Covenant of Grace: For Covenant 
Mercies, by thee thus experienced, are real Signs and 
Demonſtrations of Covenant-Intereſt, | 


III. Uſe of Exhortation, 


1. To Sinners : Labour for an Intereſt in this Cove- 
nant : there's no hope of Salvation to be had for you 
without it: all external Mercies, Bleſſings of the Nether- 
Springs, are of no value without it. They are broken 
Ciſterns that will not hold for you any Water of Com- 
fort. Theſe things below, called common Mercies, are 
Tokens of God's Kindneſs to Men; and, in ſome Senſe, 
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{ may be ſaid to low from this Covenant of Grace made 
. with Men, yet they make us not happy. Men may ſink 
down into the Abyſs of eternal Miſery, laden with the 
thick Clay of temporal Enjoy ments, Sinners dying out 
of this Covenant, do but preſame they ſhall be faved, 
they have no real or ſubſtantial Ground for it ; they have 
a Hope no better than a Fancy, an imaginary Dream: 
The Hope of the Hypocrite 2 periſh, Job 8. 12. 
þ 2. To Believers, Be ſtedfaſt with God in this Cove- 
nant : ſeriouſly conſider your Engagements to God in it. 
Remember, O Soul, thy Entrance into it, when thou 
firſt gaveſt up thy ſelf therein to thy God and thy Chriſt : 
Remember thy often and ſolemn Renewals of it by 
Prayer, in Afflictions, and at the holy Table of the Lord. 
Conſider thoſe Expreſſions of Holy Scripture, wherein 
God blames his People, and threatens them for breaking 
and deſpiſing his Oath and Covenant, Ezek. 44. 7. 1 Kings 
2. 43. for not being ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, Pal, 78. 37. 
for profaning and dealing falſly in his Covenant, Mal. 2. 10. 
Hol. 10. 4. Pſal. 44. 17. Pray to the Mediator of the 
Covenant to keep thee ſtedfaſt in the Covenant, that thou 
i mayeſt perſevere therein ſteddily and conſtantly to the 
laſt Period of thy Life. Call to mind that God ſays, Be 
thou faithful unto Death, and I will give thee a Crown of 
Life, Rev, 2. 10. And, Be ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know 
that * Labour hall not be in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 
15, alt, 


IV. Uſe of Comfort. 


'Thoſe who die in this Covenant, are ſure and certain 
to go to Heaven by Death, for they are the Children of 
God; and if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
Foint-heirs with Chriſt. Here is Comfort to every Heir 
of this Covenant: in it, as has been obſerv'd, all Bleſ- 
ſings are wrapt up and compriz'd ; and tte Mercies there- 
of which we have in preſent Poſſeſſion are the beſt Mer- 
cies. Grace is better than Gold: Remiſſion of Sins, and 
Juſtification by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs are better than all 
that is in the World. Rom. 5. 5. The Love of God ſhed 
abroad in the Heart by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto 
25, is paſt telling how ſweet-it is: Theſe are chearing, 
reviving, enlarging, and comforting Mercies. Heaven in 
| FO ar Ge | Reverſion, 
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Reverfion, the upper World, is a more durable and laſt- 
ing Inheritance than the nether World in Poſſeſſion, 
Therefore, to conclude then, let the Believer be thank ſul 
for Covenant-Mercies, let him rejoice in them, and be 
content in all States and Conditions of Life, tho he have 
ever ſo little of Creature-Enjoyments. Let him fit 
down and ſay with the holy Pſalmiſt, the Lines are fallen 
unto me in a pleaſant place, I have a goodly Heritage, Pal, 
16. 3- And again, let him fay, the Lord is my Portion, 
ſaith my Soul, therefore will I hope in him, Pſal. 73. 26. Let 
him walk in his Converſation worthy, i. e. ſutable to theſe 
Mercies he has in Poſſeſſion at preſent, and agreeable. 
and anſwerable to the Hopes, and rais'd Expectations of 
thoſe Bleſſings that he ſhall enjoy hereafter to all E- 
ternity, | 
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